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Dearly Beloved,
Though you will not be reading this until later this month, I am writing this on Valentine's Day. My
heart is still full from our time together in worship on Sunday - the music was so good, we had new
guests with us in worship and we ordained and installed our new Elders and Deacons for the
coming year. I could feel God’s presence in that place and in that gathering and I felt a sense of
renewal and reawakening that gave me such joy. But the snow is on the ground today and there is
no sign that the cold weather will end soon - so that could be discouraging. But this is the Spring
Edition of the Bethel Light - which means that season of reawakening and refreshing, of warmer
days and blooming flowers and green-tipped branches on the trees is coming. We are entering into
a very special season in the flow of the Christian year - that time that takes us from the cold and
grey of lingering late winter into the freshness and newness of early spring. Lent - that time that
takes us into deep reflection of our hearts before God, our walk with Jesus and our life together. It
is a time of honesty and humility as we prepare our hearts to receive the wonder of Christ’s
sacrifice and the joy of his resurrection and all it means for us. It is a time of sacrifice as we set
aside those things in our lives that keep us from giving the time, attention, priority or purity of our
lives to God. It is a time for taking on those things that will reorient us, refresh us and renew us in
our commitment to Christ and our life with him. It is a time that will take us through valleys and
across mountain tops as we spend time in reflection and celebration, in study and in worship, in
rest and in service. It is a season in which we hear the message of God’s love clearly and express
our love to God in new ways. I am looking forward to this season with you …
As we sit together on Ash Wednesday to begin the season with music, prayer and receive the
ashes that call us to humility in this season (7:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 2nd) …
As we come into worship each Sunday morning, hearing God’s word for us and exploring those
attitudes and actions that draw us away from God and God’s will for us and those that draw us
nearer to God and God’s design for us …
As we break bread and enjoy a warm bowl of soup and join in fellowship and conversation on
Sunday nights (find more information later in this newsletter) during this season …
As we gather for Worship Night on March 25th (read Nick’s letter to learn more about this
exciting night!) and celebrate God’s goodness, mercy and love - and the joy of being His people in
His world!
This is a season of renewal in the church year - and it is a season of renewal in the life of BPC. You
can feel it all around us. Keep watching for all the ways God is moving in our midst, new
possibilities and opportunities are taking root and new life is blooming - and jump in with joy!
Today is Valentine’s Day and my heart is full - so I want you to know, always, that …
You are loved,
Pastor Cathie
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The Congregational Life Committee (comprised of Fellowship and Membership Committees) is
committed to making Bethel Presbyterian Church a warm and welcoming church home for all
people. We focus on welcoming visitors and new members, as well as promoting and creating
opportunities for fellowship within the congregation. We strive to create and implement events
that are meaningful and enjoyable for people of all ages to help them build relationships and
become involved in the life of the church.
We are just getting started, so if you would like to be part of this wonderful group, please contact
Kristen Kiesling or Jack Miller. We will have more information in the coming weeks and months,
so please be on the lookout for upcoming events. We meet the first Tuesday of every month at
7:00 p.m.
Elders: Chair of Fellowship - Kristen Kiesling; Chair of Membership - Jack Miller
Deacon Member: Pat Brown
Staff Support: Barb Clark, Nick Barilla, Pastor Cathie Smith
At Large Members: Cindy Fair and Suzanne Gamble
Thank you!
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There is a lot happening here at Bethel Presbyterian Church and I am happy to be involved in
everything going on. I am excited to announce that we will be starting a new Contemporary Service
in March that will be held once a month in Clark Auditorium. To kick things off, a Worship Night has
been planned for: Friday, March 25th. The doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and the event will be from
8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Admission is free and this might be a great opportunity to invite someone
back to church!
What is Worship Night? A Worship Night is when we come together as a congregation/community
to worship the Lord through song. A live band will be present including singers, guitarists, a
drummer, keyboardist and bass player. Songs you might normally hear on Christian Top 40 and
K-Love will be performed throughout the evening and audience participation is encouraged.
The plan for our new Contemporary Service is to hold events once a month in Clark Auditorium,
from April until September, and then have weekly services beginning in the fall. The Contemporary
Service will be different from the Sunday morning service and feature a full band and have a more
laid-back and modern feel. In no way will this be replacing the Sunday morning service, but will be
in addition to the great service we already have and allow us an opportunity as a church to disciple
to even more people in our community.
The first two service dates we currently have scheduled are:
Sunday, April 24th at 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 22nd at 6:30 p.m.
For the new Contemporary Service to be a success, we are looking for volunteers who feel led to
attend each monthly service until at least September to help us gain some traction. We are looking
for a commitment from at least 15 to 20 members to help set things up, sit in seats and welcome our
neighbors from the community to church.
I am also looking for musicians to lead worship with me so that I can start building a rotation for the
fall. We have 3 or 4 committed members so far for the music team, but if you know anyone who
would be interested, I would appreciate you letting me know!
If you are interested in being an important part in furthering the legacy and tradition of Bethel
Presbyterian Church by committing to volunteering for our new Contemporary Service, please
email me at: barilla.bethel@gmail.com or call me at: 724/831-8168.
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If the past two years have showed us anything, it is that having an online presence as a religious
institution has become an important aspect in remaining present within the congregation,
community and beyond. Here at BPC, you can attend our Sunday morning services in-person or
watch online (by livestreaming them on our Facebook page). We have seen people from all over
the country tune-in each Sunday to watch services and are excited about how God has used
livestreaming to reach new people everywhere.
When I started in January, I began creating a vision for how BPC might best be represented online.
I started a re-branding effort by creating a new logo that features our beautiful stained-glass
windows in the Sanctuary and features a warm cherry red color that is welcoming and captures the
essence of where our church has been and where it intends to go.
To further this concept, it is my hope to develop even more digital content over the next few
months.
I am looking for individuals and families who are willing to share their stories about how they came
to Bethel Presbyterian Church and what it has meant to them over the years. I want to make a
video series that might enhance a new generation of churchgoers to be influenced by great stories
of what BPC has meant to them. If you are interested in sharing your story, please contact me at
barilla.bethel@gmail.com.
In addition to showcasing some of our congregation members, our staff, events and happenings, we
will be more active on our social media pages as well. We now have an Instagram page:
@bpconline, along with our Facebook page: @bethelpresonline.
I am looking forward to what God has in store for the future,
Nick Barilla
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Our Mission: To serve the Lord by ministering to the
needs of the church, the faithful and the community.

As we prepare for the warmth and sunshine of spring, the Deacons continue to reach out to our
homebound church members by mail, phone calls and, as possible within the limits of the ongoing
pandemic, in-person visits.
The Deacons gratefully acknowledge the members of the Class of 2021 as they completed their term
of service ministering to the needs of the church. We anticipate the newly-elected Deacons to
continue the valuable work of our mission.
Our college students Jacob Daschbach, Maria Jay, DJ Lucidore, Alexis Kiesling, Courtney Kiesling and
Emily Smith will receive gift cards, ongoing communication and encouragement during their school
experience from individual members of the Deacons.
To celebrate Easter with our homebound members, we will be sending cards with special wishes
and taking treats to those who can receive them. We are hoping they will feel our love and prayers
for them throughout the Easter season.
If anyone knows of a church member with challenging needs at this time, please contact our church
office to let our Deacons know how we can be of help.
Joyce Pratt and Pam Adomaitis
Co-Moderators
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OUR MONEY IS WORKING FOR GOD’S MISSION!
We are pleased to announce that a new security system has been installed at our church ($7,236)
and is operational. This system enables us to offer an excellent layer of protection for Preschool,
Child Care, Meals on Wheels and our daytime employees. In the very near future, upgrades will be
made to the broadband and WIFI networks at our church to handle the many digital needs
concerning the cameras, livestreaming of our services and daily usage by personnel.
The boiler that has served our church quite well for about one-half of a century has been replaced
and is fully operational. In addition, the compressor that is also aged, is being replaced. The
compressor is used for control of the air actuated valves which regulate the heat distribution
throughout our building. Cost of the new compressor and installation is $7,050.
Thanks for your continued support of our church - off to a good start for A.D. 2022!
January 2022 Received Total Offerings
2022 YTD Budgeted Total Offerings
Difference
2022 Annual Budget Pledges

$19,272
$16,667
+ $2,605
$200,000

Potential 2022 “Pet Projects” for additional giving to our church include - projector for the
Sanctuary ($7,000), mission work with SHIM and Malawi, emergency lighting (unknown) and
community outreach with LED signage in front of the church ($30,000).
Helping to serve and support His mission at Bethel Church,
Finance Committee

9|P a g e

As Christians we are called to continue the mission of Christ in this world; as a Committee we
are directed to use our resources to address these areas:
Overcoming Hunger and Homelessness
Seeking Health and Wholeness for All
Working for Justice
Sharing the Good News
Our Spring Events will include the following:
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: Each year during Lent, we are given the opportunity to
participate in One Great Hour of Sharing, which provides relief from natural disasters, food for
the hungry and support for the poor and oppressed.
FOOD DRIVE FOR SHIM: A Community Food Drive is planned for the month of March in
support of South Hills Interfaith Movement’s month-long campaign, “March to Sack Hunger”.
MEMORIAL DAY: We will again be providing water and ice pops to those participating in the
Bethel Park Parade and Memorial Day Service. This is a great opportunity for community
outreach. We invite and encourage everyone to join us.
THE TABLE: We will again help to provide meals in support of the community outreach at Hot
Metal Faith Community on the South Side … where meals are provided twice weekly for the
poor and homeless in the area.
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We are looking for folks to join our Committee. In addition to our service projects, we meet once a
month, normally on the second Tuesday. Please see any of our members if you are interested. We
also invite you to participate in any of our projects even if you are not a Committee Member, as we
offer our projects as a church-wide opportunity to serve.

When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!
The Mission Committee: Barb Clark, Beth Mundsinger, Joyce Pratt, Debbie Hartman, Barbara Jay
and Ann Lindsay
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In the upcoming weeks, the church family is about to enter into one of the most holy and sacred
times of the year. It is the period known as Lent and during this time of the year, Christians
embrace the opportunity to step back and truly reflect upon our relationship with God and the
sacrifices he made to save us all as sinners.
As musicians, it is one of the greatest times of the year to express our love for Christ and all that he
has done for us through song and music. We hope that, as members of the congregation, you will
enjoy the music we have to offer on Sunday mornings as well as the special services which will be
occurring throughout the Lent and Holy Week Season.
This Lent Season, in addition to performing every Sunday morning during our traditional
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, we will also be offering special music during the Holy Week leading
into the celebration of Easter Sunday. We will be bringing special music on Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, as well as a special worship service on Easter Sunday. The Holy Week will
be our opportunity to combine the music of all of the talented musicians of the church to praise God
for all he has given us including the ultimate sacrifice. Music throughout the Lent and the Holy
Week will include the Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, organ, piano, strings, as well as contemporary
music and hymns, as a chance for the congregation to join in on the musical festivities. We hope
that you will be able to make it out to see our very talented musicians perform as we are amidst one
of the most holy seasons of the year!
On behalf of the entire Music Program at Bethel Presbyterian Church, we would like to wish you
and your loved ones a wonderful Lent and Holy Week Season!
God Bless,
Jason Wilcox,
Director of Music and Worship
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Children’s footprints …
By the time this goes into print and lands in front of you, Lent will be upon us.
The children and those who want to participate will “bury the Alleluias” on the first Sunday of Lent
and we will head into a time of reflection and waiting - even though it feels like we just celebrated
the birth of Christ.
Lent: A time of renewal, a time of preparing our hearts for grace. How do we do that, how do we
do that well and can we do it well? While some give up their favorite thing for Lent, I prefer to gain
something. I pick something that I haven’t been very good at doing on a regular basis, but realize
that it is important on my faith journey, something that will keep me more focused and that will
move me closer to the Lord. I almost feel like I am offering a thankful heart to the Lord during this
time, after all, the gift of being able to spend eternity with him is the best gift of all. But I also realize
that Lent is a time of repentance, to reflect and get down to the nitty gritty of what I need to do to
move closer to him, what I need to correct, who I need to forgive. I know that all these things will
not get me to heaven, grace will get me there. The Lord asks this of us … to love our neighbors as
ourselves. And I don’t know about you, but when I look in the mirror, I don’t seem to feel love for
myself as often as I should. And frankly, how can you love others when you are feeling bad about
yourself most days? You know the feeling … you just can’t seem to get anything right … we can all
easily fill in the blank. Recently, the Lord is nudging me to practice a time of silence every day. A
time with him - what that will look like will depend, I suppose, on my openness to the Holy of
Holies. I look forward to being in his presence and hearing, “I love you, you are good, everything I
created is good.” It is like a pep talk! It helps me to believe in myself and others in humanity. And,
if that time is a time of silence and I don’t hear anything, I may feel terribly alone, but I must remind
myself that God loves me and that everything he created is good. I will focus on that sentence.
Everything the Lord created he created for good. That is, you and me, my friend! We have 40 days
from Ash Wednesday until Palm Sunday. A time of reflection to prepare our hearts and minds.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------David writes over and over these words in the Psalms: Bless the Lord, O give Thanks to the Lord,
Praise the Lord, Trust in the Lord, I will Sing to the Lord.
Praise the Lord!
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
For his steadfast love endures forever.
Sometimes this is hard to believe. We have trials in our life, when frankly, well, let’s just say that
the above scripture hurts sometimes when our hearts are shattered, we’ve lost our job, our
relationships are teetering. But God does love us. We live in a world FULL of sin and condemnation.
Since Adam and Eve’s terrible, no good, lousy day, we, the human race, have been out of the garden.
But grace gets us back in. We don’t have to do a thing but believe - believe that God loves you and
me so much that he would sacrifice his son so that we may have eternity with him.
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A friend who is going through a terrible time said, “I am so angry with God, how do you explain this
to your children?” I didn’t know what to say, truly I just sat there asking God for the words to say.
In times like these, he is with us, he stays right next to us and, yes, he loves us, he defeats death and
offers us eternity with him. I guess the answer to the question is - you need to ask him yourself …
You see, God loves us. Since the moment you entered this earth God loved you. When you smile,
God smiles. Look back over the events in your life for the past 24 hours. As you remember each
event, speak this refrain to yourself: “And God loves me.” Reflect on God’s love this season. After
all, this is God loving us so much he has given us grace through his son Jesus Christ.
I will leave you with Psalm 130: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! Let your
ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits and, in his word, I
hope; my soul waits for the Lord, more than those who watch in the morning, more than those who
watch in the morning.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------We have so much to be thankful for because spring is right around the corner. The grass will get
greener, the trees will flower and bloom and beautiful flowers will emerge from the ground. It
happens every year. It is the constant reminder of God and his majesty and his love.
As we breathe in and out the Breath of God and as you wait, may you be so ever present in his
presence. I look forward to singing Alleluia with you all!
Grace and peace,
Barb
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GIVE WHAT YOU CAN! DRIVE BY/DROP OFF FOOD DRIVE
When:
Where:
Pick-Up:
Benefits:

April 9, 2022, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Lower parking lot of Bethel Presbyterian Church
If unable to drop your donation at the church, call
412/605-7984 and we will collect your contribution.
SHIM Food Pantry

ADULTS
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Book of Mark is new … we are starting a new format. You only
need your Bible and a notebook! Please join us Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the McMillan
Room (excludes the first Wednesday of the month). If you have any questions, please contact Barb
Clark at 412/605-7984 or email at barbclarkce.bethelpc@gmail.com.
MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: Join us as we travel this faith journey together. We meet
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Youth Room (study excludes the second Monday of the month). The
study is comprised of different speakers in a video format. The current class is “When God’s Spirit
Moves” by Jim Cymbala. During Lent, we will explore Adam Hamilton’s “24 Hours That Changed the
World”. If you have any questions about this study, please contact barbclarkce.bethelpc@gmail.com
or call the church at 412/835-0405. Bible knowledge is not required, just a heart for God.
YOUNG ADULT (COLLEGE AGE TO 30) MISSION TRIP: Mark your calendar for July 3rd – 9th for
our Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip to Wrightsville, NC. There are 16 spaces available. For more
information about this trip or to place your reservation, contact barbclarkce.bethelpc@gmail.com.
Please pray for the group as we prepare for the trip.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
JESUS, LEGOS AND ME has started our Winter Session, Thursday evenings, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Dinner is provided; the cost is $5. During the first part of our time together, we create, reminding
us of how God created the world, then dinner and a Bible Story using the “I AM” Bible story book by
Diane Stortz. No need to register. See you there!
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SPROUTS - “PRESCHOOLERS AND THE FAMILIES THAT LOVE THEM”: Mark your calendars for
February 26th, March 26th and April 16th, from 9:00-10:30 a.m. Join us as we have breakfast, Bible
Storytime and a craft. Sign up online at www.bethelpresby.org or at the church.

PRETEENS (2ND – 6TH GRADERS): Join us as we gather monthly. We have planned the following:
March 20th - a Scavenger Hunt and Palm Sunday, April 10th, we will go Kite Flying (weather
permitting).
HOPE CAFÉ (7TH - 12TH GRADERS): Join us on Friday, February 25th, Saturday, March 26th and
Saturday, April 23rd, from 8:00-10:00 p.m. Coffee, music, games and just hanging out with our
friends!

16 | P a g e

LENT AT BPC
Lent, a time to prepare our hearts for the grace given to us through Jesus. We will gather on Ash
Wednesday, March 2nd, for Worship at 7:00 p.m. The first Sunday during Worship we will bury the
Alleluia during the Children’s Time. (We will release our Alleluia’s on Easter Morning!) You can
pick up your Alleluia in the Narthex to prepare the week of February 27th!
Join us Sunday Evenings, starting on March 6th, as we fellowship, share a meal together and reflect
on what Lent means to us. Each Sunday in Lent, we will have different reflection times for you to do
as an individual as well as a family. We will gather at 5:00 p.m.; dinner will be at 6:00 p.m. Then
from 6:30-8:00 stations will be set up around the church for your own personal reflection time. We
look forward to walking along side you as we prepare our hearts for the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Do you know someone who could use a hug? Do you know someone who
needs to know that people care and are praying for them? Do you know someone who needs to feel the arms
of Jesus encircling them? If you do, please consider giving that person a prayer shawl. There is a stack of
shawls in the Mission cupboard that were made with praying hands and are just waiting to be given to that
hurting, grieving or healing person who needs those prayers wrapped around them. Please contact Beth
Mundsinger or Ann Lindsay if you are praying for someone and would like to give them a shawl. Please let us
know who is receiving the shawl so we can join you in praying for that person.
Call, text or email: Beth Mundsinger, 412/983-5968, or bmundsinger@gmail.com.

CHANCEL FLOWER VASES:
Thank you to all those who sponsor our Chancel Flower Vases each Sunday. If you
have wanted to sponsor a vase or two, there are several Sundays available:
March 6, June 5, June 12, July 3, August 28, October 23 and December 18
Look over these Sundays to see if any of them might be one you would like to
sponsor “In Memory of a Loved One” or “In Honor of a Loved One” or maybe for a
special occasion, anniversary, or a special birthday.
The cost of each Chancel Vase is $25. Please contact:
Carol MacDonald
Bethel Presbyterian Church
2999 Bethel Church Road
Bethel Park, PA 15102
412/835-0406
HELP NEEDED! We all enjoy having the slides available on the screen to help us in worship and

hearing the music, readings and sermon through the sound system. Having our services livestreamed has been a blessing and continues to reach so many people. But did you know that those
things don't happen without people? A small group of dedicated individuals have made sure that
our Sunday tech happens every week so we can have and enjoy worship. But because of college,
work, travel and health, we are down to just a couple of tech volunteers and may not be able to
provide these needed and appreciated parts of worship unless our tech teams can grow. Helpers
are needed to join the rotation in all three areas: slides, sound and streaming. All are easier than
you think and full training will be provided. Let Pastor Cathie or Nick know if you are able to help
keep this important aspect of our worship going!
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RESCHEDULING OF MARY HELEN BURROUGH’S MEMORIAL SERVICE: The family met with
Pastor Cathie and the decision has been made to reschedule Mary Helen’s Memorial Service to
April 30th at 10:30 a.m. With the Covid numbers on the increase, the family is concerned and
wants everyone to remain safe. Please keep the family in your prayers.
2022 PER CAPITA GIVING: Do you know that each year Bethel Presbyterian Church supports
the missions and services of the larger Presbyterian Church through our Per Capita offering? The
Pittsburgh Presbytery, the Synod of the Trinity and the National Presbyterian Church U.S.A. are
funded by these gifts from each member congregation. The Presbytery keeps an eye on the bigger
picture serving needs such as poverty, disaster assistance, abuse and neglect, but the key source
of funding is the Per Capita giving from each and every member of the Presbyterian Church.
Bethel Presbyterian Church was the recipient in 2018 from disaster assistance for all the flooding
in Bethel and we were able to help our neighbors financially.
Bethel Presbyterian Church’s Per Capita assessment for 2022 is $34.79 (the same amount as
2021) for each confirmed member of the congregation, totaling more than $8,500. You can do
your part and pay the $34.79 all at once or throughout the year. If you don’t pay, BPC still has to
pay the larger Presbyterian Church for each confirmed member, so we ask that you prayerfully
consider and submit your family’s expected contribution for each confirmed member and place it
in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a very giving congregation and our offerings directly support
dozens of local and global missions, as well as the needs of those in our own church family.
In Christ’s Service,
BPC Finance Committee
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SEND SOME LOVE: The following Bethel Church family members would love to receive notes and
emails from us!
Artis Senior Living: Jean Smith (#306) Maria is the Activities Director. Send emails to her … she will
see that the right people get them. Her email is mdeangelis@artismgmt.com; 1001 Higbee Drive, Bethel
Park, PA 15102.
Bethel Park Retirement Residence: Charleene Paupa (#335), Rodney Payseure (#232) and Betty
Ramsey (#236), 2960 Bethel Church Road, Bethel Park, PA 15102.
Concordia of the South Hills: Helen Spence, 1300 Bower Hill Road, B169, Pittsburgh, PA 15243.
Country Meadows: Allene Crossman (#210), 3564 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA 15017 and
Louise MacLachlan, 3560 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA 15017.
Heritage Manor: Marilou Booth The Activities Director will see that the residents receive emails
(activities@heritagemanorsl.com); 4220 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15227.
Masonic Village at Sewickley: Bette Wetzel, 2316 Masonic Drive, Sewickley, PA 15143.
Strabane Hills Village: Ginny Flynn, 317 Wellness Way, Apt. 102, Washington, PA 15301.
Sunrise Senior Living: Art Brandenburg (#305), 500 Village Drive, Upper St. Clair, PA 15241.
The Residence at Bethel Park: Bert Drummond (#201) and Beverly and Mel Lacich (#230), 5851
Keystone Drive, Bethel Park, PA 15102.
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Wishing you a Blessed Easter, this is our time to reflect
on the crucifixion of Our Lord and to celebrate His rising,
to sit on the right hand of Our God and Father.

Please complete the following information to order your Chancel Easter Flowers.
Quantity

Plant

Cost

Total_

No. _____

2 Stem Lily Plant

$18.00

$_______

No. _____

8” Pot of Tulips

$16.00

$_______

No. _____

8” Pot of Hyacinths

$16.00

$_______

No. _____

3 Stem Hydrangeas Plant

$16.00

$_______

ORDER DEADLINE – APRIL 8, 2022
In Memory Of: _____________________________________________
In Honor Of: __________________________________________________
Given By: ______________________________________________________
Ordered By:___________________________________________________
Telephone No.: _______________________________________________
Make checks payable to Presbyterian Women.
Place completed forms in the PW box in the volunteers’ office or mail completed order forms to:
PW Bethel Presbyterian Church
2999 Bethel Church Road
Bethel Park, PA 15102
Attention: Carol MacDonald
Plants distributed following our Easter 10:30 a.m. Worship Service.
Colors of plants are by growers’ availability.
Please give my plant to a shut-in ____________________.
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OUR PURPOSE: Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer
and study. To support the mission of the church worldwide. To work for
justice and peace and to build an inclusive, caring community of women
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the
promise of God’s Kingdom.

We are slowly coming out of the snowy, cold winter and heading into spring … the beginning of Lent
and anticipation of good things to come at Bethel. For a change, the spring will be a relatively quiet
time for PW; our fall will be nonstop though! We will not be having any major events this spring,
but as always will have many opportunities for fellowship through our Circle Bible Studies.
PW will be providing a “thank you” boxed lunch to the church staff on March 10th. We normally do
this at Christmas, but this year it had to be put off a bit.
Just because it was winter didn’t mean that we were doing nothing! We got together and cleaned
out and reorganized the kitchen to try to make it more efficient … just when you thought you knew
where everything was! We are also looking into replacing the cabinet doors as the laminate is
peeling off the fronts. The bases would stay in place.
Our supply closets are also being cleaned out!
Our new PW Directory is ready and if you didn’t get one, please let any of us know.
Another project we will be working on is replacing the back curtain on the Auditorium stage. It is
anticipated that the Auditorium and stage will be getting more use in the future for Contemporary
Services and musical presentations.
Last is something we’d like you to do for us as you get back to traveling this year. We are trying to
create a Travelers Basket for Holiday-A-Fair with items from every state of the Union! As you
travel, if you can bring back a small item that is representative of a state, we’ll put them all together
in a fun basket!
May you all have a Blessed and Reflective Lenten Season leading to renewed strength and
commitment to our Bethel Church family.
Blessings,
Pam Decker, Moderator
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PW CALENDAR
PW Board Meetings

2nd Tuesday of the Month
7:00 p.m.
McMillan Room
March 8th, April 12th (no meeting due to Holy
Week), May 10th

Naomi Circle

1st Wednesday of the Month
10:30 a.m.
Bethel Residence Chapel
March 2nd, April 6th, May 4th

Mary and Martha Circle

2nd Monday of the Month
6:30 p.m. for Dinner
McMillan Room
March 14th, April 11th, May 9th
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It seems like just yesterday we were busy preparing for the holiday season and here we are now
anticipating the arrival of spring! We know everyone here at Child Care is anxiously awaiting warm
weather to run and play in the sun!
We have had a busy winter in Child Care learning and playing with our friends and teachers. We
have been able to get some exercise and burn off energy in the Auditorium while the snow and
winter weather have taken over the playground! We can’t wait until we can allow Stretch N Grow
to return for our children every third Monday of the month to give us a chance to use our muscles in
a variety of ways.
The children have been working very hard on various crafts and lessons/themes for the winter
such as penguins, bears, nursery rhymes, forest animals, snow and Valentine’s Day! With literacy
and early childhood education a focus of ours here in Child Care, we continue to love the library
books that Miss Jane kindly brings to our center each and every week!! We can’t wait to celebrate
Dr. Seuss week coming up at the end of February!
We have a busy spring planned ahead of us for our children. The following is a list of themes we
will be talking about in Child Care in the upcoming months:
March: Super Heroes, Music/Dance, Birds and Rabbits
April: Spring, Weather, Fish, Circus and Zoo
May: Mothers and Grandmothers, Gardens, Pets and Bugs
June: Camping, Fathers and Grandfathers, Summer, the Beach and the USA
We hope everyone has stayed warm and healthy this winter and we wish everyone a bright and
uplifting spring season!
Nichole Yeskey,
Child Care Director
“You can find magic
wherever you look.
Sit back and relax,
all you need is a book.”
― Dr. Seuss
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Our Preschool children have had a lot of fun over the winter and are now looking forward to playing
outdoors again. Some highlights the children will look forward to this spring are: picture days in March,
Miss Verna’s visits, our Spring Fling on the evening of April 22nd and Muffins in the Morning in all classes in
May.
Preschool registration for the 2022-2023 school year is underway. We appreciate your help in spreading the
word and recommending our Preschool to your families, friends and neighbors. As a reminder, our
Preschool offers the following classes:
Time for Two’s Class on Friday mornings
3 Year Old Classes on Tuesday and Thursday (AM and PM Class)
3-Day 4 Year Classes on Monday/Wednesday/Friday (AM and PM Class)
4-Day 4 Year Class on Mondays-Thursdays (AM Class Only)
T-Class on Mondays-Thursdays (AM and PM Class)
Lunch Bunch & Curious Kids Club (Five Days a Week)
We have planned our Annual Spring Fling and Art Show for Friday, April 22nd. We will have a Gift Basket
Auction at our Spring Fling Event to help raise funds for our Preschool’s Scholarship Fund that gives financial
assistance to families sending their little ones to Preschool. Each year, through the support of PW and
various donors, we are blessed to present reduced tuition to families who demonstrate a need. If you are
interested, you too can become a part of this worthwhile project by making a pledge or a one-time donation.
Any contribution you make is greatly appreciated by the families who need financial support. In addition, if
you know of a business or own a business that would be interested in donating a service, item or gift card for
our raffle baskets at our Spring Fling Event, please let us know!
As always, we thank you for your support, prayers and contributions to our Preschool.

Spring and Easter Blessings to you,
Angela Burns - Preschool Director
bethelpresps@verizon.net
412/835-0441

25 | P a g e

26 | P a g e

Birthday wishes to the following active members
and their families celebrating birthdays!

MARCH

4

Benjamin Smith

9

Tina Hannigan

11

Beverly Fife Lacich

11

Judith Shoemaker

12

Melissa Dunn

14

Jason Kling

14

Jeff McGowan

16

Jacob Daschbach

16

Carrie Virgin

19

Richard Vandevander

21

Kim Schaff

22

Sara Heidenreich

22

Rebecca Long

23

Kimberly Reed

25

Nate Lavezoli

27

Emily Doring

30

Thomas Reed

31

Ashley Burford

31

Melanie Ericson
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Birthday wishes to the following active members
and their families celebrating birthdays!
APRIL

1

Allene Crossman

1

Stacey Lucidore

2

Jared Pratt

3

Ian Cashman

4

Caleb Selle

5

Paula Barr

7

Paul Pantano

7

Hunter Schaff

8

Kenneth Niemeier

8

Jeffrey Zimmerman

12

Jameson McKinley

14

Alicia Ericson

14

Marilyn Kunkle

14

Brad Lucidore

16

Abigail Schultz

17

Leslie Toci

19

William Brown

19

Sarah Holt

21

Gabriella Sinatra

24

James Hannigan

24

Emily Smith

24

Asher Stroech

25

Cody Long

28

David Ericson

29

Barbara Jay

29

Tony Palumbo
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Birthday wishes to the following active members
and their families celebrating birthdays!
MAY

1

Jean Smith

2

Diane Miller

3

Kim Anderson

5

Joyce Pratt

7

Morgan Anderson

7

Jamie Hannigan

7

Melissa Zeiler

8

Daniel Wade

10

Heather Hunter

10

Lillian Schoenberger

11

Robert Daschbach

12

Jessica Placke

14

Christina Davin

18

Barbara Schnabel

18

Matt Selle

18

Genna Wittman

19

Gary May

21

Samuel Zimmerman

23

Michele Cobb

26

Brandon Ericson

26

Robert Smith

27

Geoffrey Backstrom

28

Kim Long

28

Deborah Smith

29

James Hunter

30

Frank Jackson

31

Marilou Booth

31

Seibert Drummond
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OUR BLANKET OF PRAYER: Ansley Basso (Virgin), Gary Bittner, Marilou
Booth, Marina Bowser, Art Brandenburg, Michele Cobb, Marilyn DeHuff, Pete
Edwards, Ginny Flynn, Steve Kloc, Dick Kraft, Robin Macherey, Diane Miller,
Jack Miller, Emily Parise, Pam Rawlings, George Ritchie, Wendy Roithner, Sally
Sinatra, Jean Smith, Lynne Smith (Pastor Jim’s wife), Sheila and Rich
Vandevander, Edith Wallace

THE MILITARY AND THEIR FAMILIES
Joshua Croner, Army Reserves, Serving in the Middle East
Robert Dalzell, Department of Defense, Korea
Michael Davis, Marine Corps
Capt. Christopher Demetraides, Marines, Iraq
Pett. Off. 3rd Class Gary M. Dernus, Iraq
Comm. Christopher Rose, U. S. Navy, Tennessee
(Son-in-law of Roy & Mary Burford)
Captain Blane T. Shearon, Navy
(Son-in-law of Phyllis Criss)
Private Larry Shoop, Demolition, Afghanistan
Capt. Mike Sieber, Army, Special Services (on third tour in Iraq)
SFC David Williams, Army Recruiter
(Son of Gregory Williams, stepson of Deborah {Werner} Williams)
has been promoted to Station Commander of the Burlington
Recruiting Office in Burlington, VT.)

Call Kathy Young with updates and additional names of friends, family or community
members who are in the military.
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OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to the Bachar family on the loss of Vince Bachar, to the Backstrom
family on the loss of Rob Backstrom, the Barr family on the loss of Hank Barr, to the Criss family on
the loss of Phyllis Criss and to the Wagner family on the loss of Elinor Wagner. May these families
find comfort in knowing that our thoughts and prayers are with them during this challenging time.

2999 Bethel Church Rd., Bethel Park, PA 15102
412/835-0405 Church Office 412/835-1037 Fax
Website: www.bethelpresby.org
Email: bethelpres@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Cathie Smith, 412/965-4253 or pastorcathie.bethelpc@gmail.com
Worship Leader/Digital Media Coordinator: Nick Barilla, 412/835-0405
Christian Education: Barb Clark, 412/835-0405
Director of Music and Worship: Jason Wilcox, 412/651-4638
Organist: Cody Soska, 412/877-9139
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Young, 412/835-0405
Administrative Assistant: Nancy Carr, 412/835-0405
Custodian: Bob Murphy (Day), 412/835-0405
Maintenance/Custodian: Russ Young (Night), 412-835-0405
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SESSION
Rev. Dr. Cathie Smith, Moderator
Barbara Jay, Clerk of Session
Robin Macherey, Assistant Clerk
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Ann Lindsay
Jack Miller
Carl Parise

Conrad Adomaitis
Dan Beckstrom
Cliff Decker
Barbara Jay
Robin Macherey

Pam Backstrom
Kristen Kiesling
Judy Ritchie
Mike Smith

DEACONS
Class of 2022

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Pam Adomaitis
Lana Kling
Debbie May
Joyce Pratt
Cheryl Pantano

Marilyn Beckstrom
Cindy Fair
Diane Miller
Lora Spence

Pat Brown
Joanne Ericson
Pat Kaczmarek
Ted Keenan
Carol MacDonald
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