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Read the Bible in A Year: Chronological 

Readings for Dec 13-21, 2020 
 

Selections from 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Hebrews 
 

As the church began to grow and spread, the apostles wrote letters to the churches to encourage 
them in the faith, to instruct them in the life of Christian community, and to correct them in their 
misunderstandings and missteps… 

 

 

Paul’s First Letter to Timothy 
 

Salutation 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the command of God our Savior, and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
our hope, to Timothy, my true son in the faith: grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father 
and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Warning Against False Doctrine 

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, continue to remain at Ephesus so that you might 
command some to teach no other doctrine, nor pay attention to fables and endless genealogies, 
which cause debates rather than godly edifying, which is in faith. Now the goal of this command 
is love from a pure heart, and from a good conscience, and from sincere faith. From this, some 
have lost their way and turned aside to empty talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, and 
understanding neither what they say nor what they affirm. But we know that the law is good if 
someone uses it lawfully. And we know that the law is not given for a righteous person, but for 
the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and the profane, for 
those who kill their fathers and mothers, for murderers, for the sexually immoral, for sodomites, 
for slave traders, for liars, for perjurers, and for anything else that is contrary to sound 
doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

Thankfulness for Mercy 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful and 
appointed me to the ministry. I was previously a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and an insolent 
man. But I was shown mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. The grace of our Lord 
overflowed with the faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying and worthy of 
all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
worst. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, first, Jesus Christ might show all 
patience, as an example to those who were to believe in Him for eternal life. Now to the eternal, 
immortal, invisible King, the only wise God, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

This command I commit to you, my son Timothy, according to the prophecies that were 
previously given to you, that by them you might fight a good fight, keeping faith and a good 
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conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among 
these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered to Satan that they may learn not to 
blaspheme. 

Instructions Concerning Prayer 

Therefore, I exhort first of all that you make supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings for everyone, for kings and for all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceful life in all godliness and honesty, for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. There is 
one God and one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all. This was the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a 
preacher and an apostle (I speak the truth in Christ and do not lie), a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth. Therefore, I desire that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath or contentiousness. In like manner also, that women clothe themselves in modest 
clothing, with decency and self-control, not with braided hair, gold, pearls, or expensive 
clothing, but with good works, which is proper for women professing godliness. Let a woman 
learn in silence with all obedience. I do not permit a woman to teach or to usurp authority over 
a man, but to be silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman, being deceived, fell into sin. Yet she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in 
faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. 

Qualifications of Overseers 

This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the office of an overseer, he desires a good work. An 
overseer then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, sober, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach; not given to drunkenness, not violent, not greedy for money, but 
patient, not argumentative, not covetous; and one who manages his own house well, having his 
children in submission with all reverence. For if a man does not know how to manage his own 
house, how will he take care of the church of God? He must not be newly converted, so that he 
does not become prideful and fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a 
good reputation among those who are outsiders, so that he does not fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. 

Qualifications of Deacons 

Likewise deacons must be serious, not insincere, not given to much wine, not greedy, keeping 
the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let them first be tested; then, being found 
blameless, let them serve as deacons. Likewise, their wives must be serious, not slanderers, 
sober, and faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, managing their 
children and their own houses well. For those who have served well in the office of deacon 
purchase for themselves good standing and great boldness in the faith, which is in Christ Jesus. 

The Mystery of Our Religion 

I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you shortly, but if I am delayed, you might 
know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. Without question, great is the mystery of godliness: 



3 
 

God was revealed in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached to the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, taken up into glory. 

Prediction of Apostasy 

Now the Spirit clearly says that in the last times some will depart from the faith and pay 
attention to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their 
consciences seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods, 
which God has created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the 
truth. For everything created by God is good, and not to be refused if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

A Good Minister of Christ Jesus 

If you remind the brothers of these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished 
by the words of faith and of good doctrine, which you have followed closely. But refuse profane 
and foolish myths. Instead, exercise in the ways of godliness. For bodily exercise profits a little, 
but godliness is profitable in all things, holding promise for the present life and also for the life 
to come. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both labor and 
suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of 
those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no one despise your youth, but be an 
example to the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity. Until I 
come, give attention to reading, exhortation, and doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, 
which was given to you by prophecy, with the laying on of hands by the elders. Meditate on 
these things. Give yourself completely to them, that your progress may be known to 
everyone. Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will 
save both yourself and those who hear you. 

Duties Toward Others 

Do not rebuke an elder, but exhort him as a father, the younger men as brothers, the elder 
women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, with complete purity. Honor widows 
that are widows indeed. But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them learn first to 
show piety at home and to repay their parents. For this is good and acceptable before God. Now 
she who is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusts in God, and continues in supplications and 
prayers night and day. But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives. And these things 
command, that they may be blameless. But if any do not care for their own, and especially for 
those of their own house, they have denied the faith and are worse than unbelievers. Do not let 
a widow be counted unless she is over sixty years old, has been the wife of one man,  is well 
attested in good works, if she has brought up children, has lodged strangers, has washed the 
saints’ feet, has relieved the afflicted, and has diligently followed every good work. But refuse 
the younger widows, for when their sensual desires have drawn them away from Christ, they 
want to marry, and bring judgment on themselves, because they have cast off their first 
pledge. Besides that, they learn to be idle, and not only idle, wandering around from house to 
house, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they ought not. Therefore, I desire that the 
younger women marry, bear children, manage the house, and give no occasion to the adversary 
to speak reproachfully. For some have already turned aside after Satan. If any believing man or 
woman has widows, let those assist them. Do not let the church be charged, so that it may 
relieve those who are widows indeed.  
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Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in 
the word and doctrine. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle the ox that treads out the 
grain,” and, “The laborer is worthy of his reward.” Do not receive an accusation against an elder, 
except before two or three witnesses. Rebuke in the presence of everyone those who sin, that 
the rest also may fear. I command you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels 
that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing by partiality. 

Do not lay hands suddenly on anyone, and do not partake of other men’s sins. Keep yourself 
pure. No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent 
illnesses. Some men’s sins are evident, pointing to judgment, but other men’s sins are revealed 
later. Likewise, the good works of some are evident, but those that are not cannot be hidden. 

Let as many servants as are under the yoke of slavery count their own masters worthy of all 
honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be slandered. Let those who have 
believing masters not despise them, because they are brothers. Instead, let them serve as 
slaves, because those who receive their service are faithful and beloved. 

False Teaching and True Wealth 

Teach and command these things. Anyone who teaches otherwise and does not consent to 
wholesome words, to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to godly doctrine is conceited and 
knows nothing. He has a morbid disposition for controversy and verbal disputes, from which 
come envy, strife, blasphemies, evil speculations, constant disputes by men of corrupt minds, 
being destitute of the truth, and supposing that financial gain is godliness. Withdraw yourself 
from such men. 

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain that we can carry nothing out. If we have food and clothing, we shall be content with 
these things. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and into many 
foolish and harmful lusts, which drown men in ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the 
root of all evil. While coveting after money, some have strayed from the faith and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows. 

The Good Fight of Faith 

But you, O man of God, escape these things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith. Lay hold on eternal life, to which 
you are called and have professed a good profession before many witnesses. I command you, in 
the sight of God, who gives life to all things, and in the sight of Christ Jesus, who testified a good 
confession before Pontius Pilate, to keep this commandment without blemish, blameless until 
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He, who is the blessed and only Ruler, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, will reveal at the proper time. He alone has immortality, living in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen, nor can see. To Him be honor and everlasting 
power. Amen. 

Command those who are rich in this world that they not be conceited, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, who richly gives us all things to enjoy. Command that they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, generous, willing to share, and laying up in store for themselves 
a good foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of eternal life. 
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O Timothy, guard that which is committed to your trust. Avoid profane babblings and opposing 
views from so-called knowledge. By professing it, some have erred concerning the faith. Grace 
be with you. Amen. 

 

 

 

Paul’s Letter to Titus 

Salutation 

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and 
the knowledge of the truth which leads to godliness,  in hope of eternal life which God, who 
cannot lie, promised before the world began, and has in due time revealed His word through 
preaching, with which I was entrusted according to the command of God our Savior, to Titus, my 
own son in the common faith: grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

Titus’ Work in Crete 

For this reason, I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and 
appoint elders in every city, as I commanded you: any man who is blameless, the husband of 
one wife, having faithful children who are not accused of being wild or unruly. For an overseer 
must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not easily angered, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent, not greedy for dishonest gain, but hospitable, a lover of what is good, 
self-controlled, just, holy, temperate, holding firmly the trustworthy word that is in accordance 
with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort with sound doctrine and to convince 
those who oppose it. 

For there are many unruly men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 
circumcision, who must be silenced, who subvert whole houses by teaching for dishonest gain 
things they ought not teach. One of them, a prophet of their own, said, “The Cretans are always 
liars, evil beasts, and idle gluttons!” This witness is true. So rebuke them sharply that they may 
be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who 
reject the truth. To the pure, all things are pure. But to those who are defiled and unbelieving, 
nothing is pure. Even their minds and consciences are defiled. They profess that they know God, 
but in their deeds they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and worthless for every good 
work. 

The Teaching of Sound Doctrine 

But as for you, teach what is fitting of sound doctrine: Older men should be sober, serious, 
temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience. Likewise, older women should be reverent in 
behavior, and not be false accusers, not be enslaved to much wine, but teachers of good 
things, that they may teach the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, and 
to be self-controlled, pure, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word 
of God may not be dishonored. Likewise, exhort young men to be self-controlled, in all things 
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presenting yourself as an example of good works: in doctrine showing integrity, gravity, 
incorruptibility, and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that the one who opposes you 
may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. Exhort servants to be obedient to their own 
masters, to please them well in everything, not answering back, or stealing, but showing 
complete fidelity, so that they may exemplify the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. For the 
grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly desires, we should live soberly, righteously, and in godliness in this 
present world, as we await the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all lawlessness 
and purify for Himself a special people, zealous of good works. Teach these things, exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 

Maintain Good Deeds 

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey them, to be ready for every good 
work, to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious, but gentle, showing all humility toward 
everyone. We also were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various desires and 
pleasures, living in evil and envy, filled with hatred and hating each other. But when the 
kindness and the love of God our Savior toward mankind appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the 
washing of rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, being justified by His grace, we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you 
constantly to affirm, so that those who have believed in God might be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good and profitable to everyone. But avoid foolish debates, genealogies, 
contentions, and arguments about the law, for they are unprofitable and useless. Reject a 
divisive man after a first and second admonition, knowing that such a man is perverted and is 
sinning, being self-condemned. 

Personal Instructions and Greetings 

When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, be diligent to come to me in Nicopolis, for I have 
decided to spend the winter there. Diligently send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their 
journey. See that they lack nothing. And let our people also learn to continue doing good works 
to meet urgent needs, that they may not be unproductive. All who are with me greet you. Greet 
those who love us in the faith. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 

 

Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy 

Salutation 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in 
Christ Jesus, to Timothy, my beloved son: grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Loyalty to the Gospel 

I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience as my forefathers did, as I continually 
remember you in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring to see you, remembering your 
tears, that I may be filled with joy, remembering the genuine faith that first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and that I am persuaded lives in you also. 

Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God, which is in you by the laying on of my 
hands. For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and love, and self-control. So do 
not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me, His prisoner. But share in the sufferings 
of the gospel by the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not by our 
works, but by His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began, but is now revealed by the appearing of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who has abolished death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed a 
preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  For these things I suffer, but I am not 
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed to Him until that Day. 

Follow the pattern of sound teaching which you have heard from me in the faith and love that is 
in Christ Jesus. Guard the treasure that was committed to you through the Holy Spirit who lives 
in us. You know that all those who are in Asia have turned away from me, including Phygelus 
and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed 
me and was not ashamed of my chains. But when he arrived in Rome, he searched me out very 
diligently and found me. May the Lord grant that he may find mercy from the Lord on that Day. 
You know very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus. 

A Good Soldier of Christ Jesus 

So you, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. Share the things that you have 
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses with faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also. Endure hard times as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No soldier on active duty 
entangles himself with civilian affairs, that he may please the enlisting officer. Anyone who 
competes as an athlete is not rewarded without competing legally. The farmer who labors 
should be first to partake of the crops. Consider what I am saying, and may the Lord grant you 
understanding in all things. 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David, according to my gospel, in 
which I suffer trouble like a criminal, even with chains. But the word of God is not 
bound. Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

This is a faithful saying: If we die with Him, we shall also live with Him. If we endure, we shall 
also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. If we are faithless, He remains 
faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 

An Approved Workman 

Remind them of these things, commanding them before the Lord that they not argue about 
words, which leads to nothing of value and to the destruction of those who hear them. Study to 
show yourself approved by God, a workman who need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. But avoid profane foolish babblings, for they will increase to more 
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ungodliness, and their word will spread like gangrene: Among them are Hymenaeus and 
Philetus, who have erred concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection has already 
occurred, and who overthrow the faith of some. But the firm foundation of God stands, having 
this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who calls on the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity.” 

In a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also those of wood and clay; some 
are for honor, and some for dishonor. One who cleanses himself from these things will be a 
vessel for honor, sanctified, fit for the Master’s use, and prepared for every good work. 

So flee youthful desires and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, with those who call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart. But avoid foolish and unlearned debates, knowing that they create 
strife. The servant of the Lord must not quarrel, but must be gentle toward all people, able to 
teach, patient, in gentleness instructing those in opposition. Perhaps God will grant them 
repentance to know the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being 
captured by him to do his will. 

The Last Days 

Know this: In the last days perilous times will come. Men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, slanderers, unrestrained, fierce, despisers of those who are 
good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness, but denying its power. Turn away from such people. 

Those of this nature creep into houses and captivate silly women who are burdened with sins 
and led away with various desires, always learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so these also resist the truth, men of 
corrupt minds and worthless concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no further, for their 
folly will be revealed to everyone, as theirs also was. 

Last Charge to Timothy 

But you have observed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, tolerance, love, 
patience, persecutions, and afflictions, which came to me at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra—what 
persecutions I endured! But the Lord delivered me out of them all. Yes, and all who desire to live 
a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers will grow worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived. But continue in the things that you have learned and have 
been assured of, knowing those from whom you have learned them,  and that since childhood 
you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise unto salvation through 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the 
dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word, be ready in season and out of season, 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all patience and teaching. For the time will come when people 
will not endure sound doctrine, but they will gather to themselves teachers in accordance with 
their own desires, having itching ears, and they will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 
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to myths. But be self-controlled in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
and prove your ministry. 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, and I have kept the faith. From now on a 
crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on 
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Personal Instructions 

Diligently try to come to me soon. Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and 
has departed to Thessalonica, Crescens to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. 
Get Mark, and bring him with you, for he is profitable to me for the ministry. I sent Tychicus to 
Ephesus. When you come, bring with you the cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, and the 
books, but especially the parchments. 

Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil. May the Lord reward him according to his 
works. Beware of him, for he has greatly opposed our words. 

At my first defense no one stood with me, but everyone forsook me. May it not be charged 
against them. But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the 
preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I was delivered out of 
the mouth of the lion. The Lord will deliver me from every evil work and will preserve me for His 
heavenly kingdom, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Final Greetings 

Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus remained at Corinth, and I 
have left Trophimus ill in Miletus. Diligently try to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, and 
so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers. 

The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Letter to the Hebrews (the Jewish Christians) 
 

God Has Spoken by His Son 

God, who at various times and in diverse ways spoke long ago to the fathers through the 
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom He made the world. He is the brightness of His glory, the express 
image of Himself, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had by Himself 
purged our sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. He was made so much 
better than the angels as He has inherited a more excellent name than they. 
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The Son Superior to Angels 

For to which of the angels did He at any time say: “You are My Son; today I have become Your 
Father”? Or again, “I will be a Father to Him, and He shall be a Son to Me”? And again, when He 
brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” Of the 
angels He says: “He makes His angels spirits, and His servants a flame of fire.” But to the Son He 
says: “Your throne, O God, lasts forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of 
Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, 
has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”  And, “You, Lord, laid 
the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the works of Your hands. They 
will perish, but You remain; and they all will wear out like a garment; as a cloak You will fold 
them up, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not end.” But to 
which of the angels did He at any time say: “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies Your 
footstool”? Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to minister to those who will inherit 
salvation? 

The Great Salvation 

Therefore we should be more attentive to what we have heard, lest we drift away. For if the 
word spoken by angels was true, and every sin and disobedience received a just 
recompense, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation, which was first declared 
by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him? God also bore them witness 
with signs and wonders and diverse miracles and with gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to His own will. 

The Pioneer of Salvation 

For it was not to the angels that He has subjected the world to come, of which we are 
speaking. But someone in a certain place testified, saying: “What is man that You are mindful of 
him, or the son of man that You care for him? You made him a little lower than the angels; You 
crowned him with glory and honor, and set him over the works of Your hands. You have put all 
things in subjection under his feet.” For in subjecting all things under him, He left nothing that is 
not subjected to him. Yet now we do not see all things subject to him. But we see Jesus, who 
was made a little lower than the angels to suffer death, crowned with glory and honor, so that 
He, by the grace of God, should experience death for everyone. 

For it was fitting for Him, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, 
to make the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering. For both He who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified are all of One. For this reason He is not ashamed to call them 
brothers, saying: “I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will 
sing praise to You.”  And again: “I will put My trust in Him.” And again: “Here am I and the 
children whom God has given Me.”  

So then, as the children share in flesh and blood, He likewise took part in these, so that through 
death He might destroy him who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver those 
who through fear of death were throughout their lives subject to bondage. For surely He does 
not help the angels, but He helps the seed of Abraham. Therefore, in all things it was necessary 
for Him to be made like His brothers, so that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in 
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the things pertaining to God, to make atonement for the sins of the people. For since He Himself 
suffered while being tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted. 

Jesus Superior to Moses 

Therefore, holy brothers, partakers in a heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of 
our profession, Jesus Christ, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses was faithful 
in all His house. For the One was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, in that He who 
builds the house has more honor than the house itself. For every house is built by someone, but 
the One who builds all things is God. Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, 
testifying about those things that were to be spoken later. But Christ is faithful over God’s house 
as a Son, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of our hope firm 
to the end. 

A Rest for God’s People 

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in 
the rebellion, on the day of temptation in the wilderness, where your fathers tested Me and 
tried Me and saw My works for forty years. Therefore I was angry with that generation, and 
said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways.’ So I swore in My 
wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’”  

Be attentive, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, and you depart 
from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold 
the beginning of our confidence firmly to the end, while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His 
voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”  

For who were they who heard and rebelled? Was it not all of those who came out of Egypt, led 
by Moses? And with whom was He grieved for forty years? Was it not with those who had 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not 
enter His rest, but to those who disobeyed? So we see that they could not enter because of 
unbelief.  

Therefore, since the promise of entering His rest remains, let us fear lest any of you should seem 
to come short of it. For the gospel was preached to us as well as to them. But the word 
preached did not benefit them, because it was not mixed with faith in those who heard it. For 
we who have believed have entered this rest, as He has said, “As I have sworn in My 
wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’”  

However, His works have been finished since the creation of the world. For He spoke 
somewhere about the seventh day like this: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His 
works.” And again in the present passage He said, “They shall not enter My rest.”  

Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and they to whom it was first preached did not 
enter due to unbelief, again He establishes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David, after so 
long a time, as it has been said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”  
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For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have later spoken of another day. Therefore a 
rest remains for the people of God. For whoever enters His rest will also cease from his own 
works, as God did from His. Let us labor therefore to enter that rest, lest anyone fall by the same 
pattern of unbelief. 

For the word of God is alive, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. There is no creature that is not revealed in His sight, for all things are bare 
and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

Jesus the Great High Priest 

Since then we have a great High Priest who has passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold firmly to our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but One who was in every sense tempted like we are, yet without sin. Let 
us then come with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. 

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to represent men in things 
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to have 
compassion on the ignorant and on those who are wayward, for he himself is also subject to 
weakness. Because of this he must offer sacrifices for his own sins, just as he does for the 
people. No man takes this honor for himself, but he who is called by God receives it, just as 
Aaron did. So also Christ did not glorify Himself to be made a High Priest, but it was He who said 
to Him: “You are My Son; today I have become Your Father.”  As He also says in another place: 
“You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”  

In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears to 
Him who was able to save Him from death. He was heard because of His godly fear. Though He 
was a Son, He learned obedience through the things that He suffered, and being made perfect, 
He became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey Him, being designated by God 
a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Warning Against Apostasy 

Concerning this we have much to say that is hard to explain, since you have become hard of 
hearing. For though by now you should be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
first principles of the oracles of God and have come to need milk rather than solid 
food. Everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a baby.  But 
solid food belongs to those who are mature, for those who through practice have powers of 
discernment that are trained to distinguish good from evil. 

Therefore, leaving the elementary principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to maturity, 
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of 
instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. This we will do if God permits. 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 
who shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age 
to come, if they fall away, to be renewed once more to repentance, since they again crucify to 
themselves the Son of God and subject Him to public shame. For land that drinks in the rain that 
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often falls upon it and bears a crop useful to those for whom it is cultivated receives a blessing 
from God. But land that bears thorns and thistles is rejected and near to being cursed. Its 
destiny is to be burned. 

But though we speak in this manner, we are persuaded of better things for you, things that 
accompany salvation, for God is not unjust so as to forget your work and labor of love that you 
have shown for His name, in that you have ministered to the saints and continue 
ministering. We desire that every one of you show the same diligence for the full assurance of 
hope to the end, so that you may not be lazy, but imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

Sure Promise of God 

For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could vow by no one greater, He vowed 
by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you, and surely I will multiply you.” So after Abraham had 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men indeed swear by a greater authority than 
themselves, and for them an oath of confirmation ends all dispute. So God, wanting to show 
more abundantly the immutability of His counsel to the heirs of promise, confirmed it by an 
oath. So that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we who have 
fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. We 
have this hope as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, which enters the Inner Place behind 
the veil. This is where Jesus has entered for us as a forerunner, since He has become the 
everlasting High Priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

The Priestly Order of Melchizedek 

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from 
the slaughter of the kings and blessed him. To him Abraham also gave a tenth part of 
everything. In the first place, his name is translated “king of righteousness,” and then also he is 
king of Salem, which means “king of peace.” Without father, without mother, without descent, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he continually 
remains a priest. 

Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the 
spoils. Surely the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a command to take 
tithes of the people according to the law, that is, from their brothers, though they also come 
from the seed of Abraham. But this man, whose descent is not numbered among them, received 
tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. Without question, the inferior is 
blessed by the superior. In the one case mortal men receive tithes, but in the other he of whom 
it is witnessed that he is alive receives them. One might say that Levi also, who receives tithes, 
paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met 
Abraham. 

If perfection were attained through the Levitical priesthood (for through it the people received 
the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise in the order of 
Melchizedek, rather than established in the order of Aaron? For a change in the priesthood 
necessitates a change in the law. For the One concerning whom these things are spoken 
pertains to another tribe, from which no man served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord 
descended from Judah, a tribe concerning which Moses said nothing about priests. This is far 
more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, who becomes a priest 
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not by a law pertaining to ancestry, but by the power of an endless life. For He testifies: “You are 
a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”   

For there is then an annulling of the previous commandment due to its weakness and 
uselessness. For the law made nothing perfect, but now a better hope is introduced, by which 
we draw near to God. And He was not made a priest without an oath. (Other priests were made 
without an oath, but this One with an oath by the One who said to Him: “The Lord has sworn 
and will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’”) Through this oath 
Jesus became the guarantor of a better covenant.  

And the former priests were numerous because they were hindered from serving because of 
death. But He, because He lives forever, has an everlasting priesthood. Therefore He is able to 
save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, because He at all times lives to 
make intercession for them. For such a High Priest was fitting for us, for He is holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and is higher than the heavens. Unlike those high priests, He 
does not need to offer daily sacrifices—first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for He 
did this once for all when He offered up Himself. For the law appoints men who are weak as high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints a Son who is made perfect 
forever. 

Jesus Our High Priest 

Now this is the main point of the things that we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister in the sanctuary 
and the true tabernacle, which the Lord, not man, set up. 

For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this 
priest also have something to offer. For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since 
there are priests that offer gifts according to the law. They serve in a sanctuary that is an 
example and shadow of the heavenly one, as Moses was instructed by God when he was about 
to make the tabernacle, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on 
the mountain.”  But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, because He is the Mediator 
of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. 

For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no occasion would have been sought for a 
second. For finding fault with them, God says: “Surely the days are coming, says the Lord, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I rejected 
them, says the Lord. This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their minds and write them on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people. No longer shall every man teach his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them to 
the greatest.  For I will be merciful toward their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless 
deeds I will remember no more.”  

In speaking of a new covenant He has made the first one old. Now that which is decaying and 
growing old is ready to vanish away. 
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The Earthly and Heavenly Sanctuaries 

Then indeed, the first covenant had ordinances for divine services and an earthly sanctuary. A 
tabernacle was made. In the first part of the tabernacle, called the Holy Place, were the 
candlestick, the table, and the showbread. Behind the second veil was the second part of the 
tabernacle called the Most Holy Place, which contained the golden censer and the ark of the 
covenant overlaid with gold, containing the golden pot holding the manna, Aaron’s rod that 
budded, and the tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat. Concerning these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests would regularly go into the first part, 
conducting the services of God. But only the high priest went into the second part once a year, 
not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins of the people, committed in 
ignorance. The Holy Spirit was signifying through this that the way into the Most Holy Place was 
not yet revealed, because the first part of the tabernacle was still standing. This is an illustration 
for the present time, showing that the gifts and sacrifices offered could not perfect the 
conscience of those who worshipped, since they are concerned only with foods and drinks, 
ceremonial cleansings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation. 

But Christ, when He came as a High Priest of the good things to come, by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation, neither by the blood 
of goats and calves, but by His own blood, He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies so that the flesh is purified, how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

For this reason He is the Mediator of a new covenant, since a death has occurred for the 
redemption of the sins that were committed under the first covenant, so that those who are 
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

For where there is a will, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a will has 
force after men are dead, since it has no force at all while the testator lives.  So not even the first 
covenant was inaugurated without blood. For when Moses had taught every precept to all the 
people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and 
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book and all the people, saying, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that God has commanded you to keep.” Likewise he sprinkled both the tabernacle and 
all the vessels of worship with blood. And according to the law almost everything must be 
cleansed with blood; without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

Christ’s Sacrifice Takes Away Sin 

It was therefore necessary that the replicas of heavenly things be cleansed with these sacrifices, 
but that the heavenly things themselves be cleansed with better sacrifices than these.  For Christ 
did not enter holy places made with hands, which are patterned after the true one, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. Nor did He enter to offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his 
own. For then He would have had to suffer repeatedly since the world was created, but now He 
has appeared once at the end of the ages to put away sin by sacrificing Himself. As it is 
appointed for men to die once, but after this comes the judgment, so Christ was offered once to 
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bear the sins of many, and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin but to save those who 
eagerly wait for Him. 

For the law is a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of those things. It 
could never by the same sacrifices, which they offer continually year after year, perfect those 
who draw near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshippers, 
once purified, would no longer be conscious of sins? But in those sacrifices there is an annual 
reminder of sins. For it is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifices and offerings You did not desire, 
but a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have had no 
pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, I have come to do Your will, O God,’ as it is written of Me in the 
volume of the book.”  

Previously when He said, “You did not desire sacrifices and offerings. You have had no pleasure 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin,” which are offered in accordance with the law, then He 
said, “See, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the first that He may establish 
the second. By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all. 

But every priest stands daily ministering and repetitively offering the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins. But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down 
at the right hand of God. Since that time, He has been waiting for His enemies to be made His 
footstool. For by one offering He has forever perfected those who are sanctified. 

The Holy Spirit also witnesses to us about this. For after saying, “This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their 
minds I will write them,” then He adds, “Their sins and lawless deeds will I remember no more.”  
Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. 

Exhortation and Warning 

Therefore, brothers, we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by 
a new and living way that He has opened for us through the veil, that is to say, His flesh, and 
since we have a High Priest over the house of God,  let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse them from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water. Let us firmly hold the profession of our faith without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to spur one another to love and to 
good works. Let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 
but let us exhort one another, especially as you see the Day approaching. 

For if we willfully continue to sin after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who despised Moses’ law died without mercy in the 
presence of two or three witnesses. How much more severe a punishment do you suppose he 
deserves, who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded the blood of the 
covenant that sanctified him to be a common thing, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we 
know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine,” says the Lord, “I will repay.” And again He says, “The 
Lord will judge His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
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Remember the former days, after you were enlightened, in which you endured a great struggle 
of afflictions. In part you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and afflictions. And in part 
you became companions of those who were so abused. For you had compassion on me in my 
chains and joyfully endured the confiscation of your property, knowing that you have in heaven 
a better and an enduring possession for yourselves. Therefore do not throw away your 
confidence, which will be greatly rewarded. 

For you need patience, so that after you have done the will of God, you will receive the 
promise. For, “In yet a little while, He who is to come will come, and will not wait. Now the just 
shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him.”  

But we are not of those who draw back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the saving 
of the soul. 

Faith 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the 
men of old obtained a good report. By faith we understand that the universe was framed by the 
word of God, so that things that are seen were not made out of things which are visible. By faith 
Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain offered. Through this he was approved 
as righteous, with God testifying concerning his gifts. He still speaks through his faith, though he 
is dead. By faith Enoch was taken to heaven so that he would not see death. He was not found, 
because God took him away. For before he was taken, he had this commendation, that he 
pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He exists and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. By faith Noah, 
being divinely warned about things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark to save 
his family, by which he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that 
comes by faith. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out into a place which he 
would later receive as an inheritance. He went out not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
dwelt in the promised land, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs 
of the same promise, for he was looking for a city which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. By faith Sarah herself also received the ability to conceive seed, and she bore a 
child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. Therefore 
from one man, who was as good as dead, sprang so many, a multitude as the stars of the sky 
and innumerable as the sand by the seashore. 

These all died in faith not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar were 
assured of them, embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. Those who say such things declare plainly that they are looking for a homeland. And 
certainly, if they had been thinking of the country out of which they came, they might have had 
the opportunity to return. But they desired a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son. Of him God said, “Through Isaac shall your seed be named.” 
He reasoned that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he indeed 
received him in a figurative sense. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to 
come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and worshipped 
while leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he was dying, mentioned the exodus 
of the children of Israel and gave instructions concerning his bones.  
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By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden by his parents for three months, because they 
saw he was a beautiful child, and they were not afraid of the king’s command.  By faith Moses, 
when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time. He 
esteemed the reproach of Christ as greater riches than the treasures in Egypt, for he looked to 
the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king. He endured by looking 
to Him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest the one 
who destroys the firstborn touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as on dry land, 
which the Egyptians attempted to do, but were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down 
after they were encircled for seven days. By faith the prostitute Rahab, when she received the 
spies with peace, did not perish with those who did not believe. 

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 
David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith subdued kingdoms, administered justice, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in fighting, and turned 
the armies of foreign enemies to flight. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others 
were tortured and did not accept deliverance, so that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. Still others had trials of mocking and scourging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword. They wandered around in sheepskins and goatskins, while destitute, afflicted, and 
tormented. The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth. 

These all have obtained a good report through faith, but they did not receive the promise. For 
God provided something better for us, so that with us they would be made perfect. 

The Discipline of the Lord 

Therefore, since we are encompassed with such a great cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us. Let us look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, 
lest you become weary and your hearts give up. 

You have not yet resisted to bloodshed while striving against sin. And you have forgotten the 
exhortation addressed to you as sons: “My son, do not despise the discipline from the Lord, nor 
grow weary when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and scourges 
every son whom He receives.”  

Endure discipline; God is dealing with you as with sons. For what son is there whom a father 
does not discipline? If you are without discipline, of which everyone has partaken, then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers, and they corrected 
us, and we gave them reverence. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? For they indeed disciplined us for a short time according to their own judgment, but He 
does so for our profit, that we may partake of His holiness. Now no discipline seems to be joyful 
at the time, but grievous. Yet afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness in those who 
have been trained by it. Therefore lift up your tired hands, and strengthen your weak 
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knees. Make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame go out of joint, but rather be 
healed. 

Warning Against Rejecting God’s Grace 

Pursue peace with all men, and the holiness without which no one will see the Lord, watching 
diligently so that no one falls short of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness spring up to 
cause trouble, and many become defiled by it, lest there be any sexually immoral or profane 
person, as Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, 
when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected. For he found no place for repentance, 
though he sought it diligently with tears.  

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that burned with fire, and to 
blackness and darkness and storm, and to the sound of a trumpet and to a voice speaking 
words, such that those who heard them begged that the word not be spoken to them 
anymore. For they could not endure that which was commanded: “If so much as a beast touches 
the mountain, it must be stoned or thrust through with a spear.” So terrible was the sight that 
Moses said, “I am terrified and trembling.”  

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels;  to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, who 
are enrolled in heaven; to God, the Judge of all; and to the spirits of the righteous ones made 
perfect; and to Jesus, the Mediator of a new covenant; and to the sprinkled blood that speaks 
better than that of Abel. 

See that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused 
Him who spoke on earth, much less shall we escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from 
heaven. At that time His voice shook the earth, but now He has given us a promise, saying, “Yet 
once more I will shake not only the earth but also heaven.” And this statement, “Yet once 
more,” signifies the removal of those things that can be shaken, things that are created, so that 
only those things that cannot be shaken will remain. 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us be gracious, by which 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire. 

Service That Pleases God 

Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unknowingly. Remember those who are in chains, as if imprisoned with 
them, and those who are ill-treated, since you are also in the body. Marriage is to be honored 
among everyone, and the bed undefiled. But God will judge the sexually immoral and 
adulterers. Let your lives be without love of money, and be content with the things you have. 
For He has said: “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.”  

So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 

Remember those who rule over you, who have proclaimed to you the word of God. Follow their 
faith, considering the results it has produced in their lives. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever. 
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Do not be carried away with diverse and strange doctrines. It is a good thing that the heart be 
strengthened with grace, not with foods, which have not profited those who have been 
occupied with them. We have an altar from which those who serve in the tabernacle have no 
right to eat. 

For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest on 
account of sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, so that He might sanctify the 
people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him outside 
the camp, bearing the reproach that He bore. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come. 

Through Him, then, let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, which is the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share. For with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they watch over your 
souls as those who must give an account. Let them do this with joy and not complaining, for that 
would not be profitable to you. 

Pray for us. For we trust that we have a good conscience and in all things are willing to live 
honestly. But I implore you to pray, that I may be restored to you very soon. 

Benediction and Final Greetings 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, the Great Shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work 
to do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

I implore you, brothers, to heed this word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words. 

Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes soon. 

Greet all those who rule over you and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 


