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Read the Bible in A Year: Chronological 

Readings for September 24-Oct 3, 2020 
 

Selections from Matthew 1-9, 12; Mark 1-3; Luke 1-6; John 1-5 
 

As we move from the Old Testament into the New Testament, I wanted to share with you a helpful 
article that explains the history of Israel, politically and religiously, in the many years between the 
time of the return of the exiles at the end of the OT and the birth of Christ at the beginning of the NT. 
The following information is quoted and excerpted from charlietaylorministries.com.  

The Old Testament in our Bible closes with the Book of Malachi which was written 
sometime between 450 and 400 BC. The New Testament picks up with the events in 
Judea surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ around 6-4 BC.  
 
Remember that after Solomon died about 930 BC, Israel was split into two kingdoms, 
north and south. The northern kingdom was called Israel, and the southern kingdom was 
called Judah. In 722 BC, Israel was defeated and destroyed by Assyria, and in 587/586 
Judah and Jerusalem were destroyed by Babylon. All the survivors were drug off into 
captivity in Babylon. Jerusalem was burned to the ground, the Temple of Solomon was 
completely destroyed, and the wall of the city was destroyed.  
 
About 539 BC Persia defeated the Chaldeans of Babylon and took the city of Babylon. 

Some of the Jewish leaders in Babylon, like Daniel, had distinguished themselves in service to the king to such an 
extent that King Cyrus of Persia issued a decree that the Jews could go back and rebuild Jerusalem. Cyrus even 
called for supplies and money to be given for the rebuilding. Just under 50,000 Jews went back in the first wave 
(Ezra 2:64-65). The Temple rebuilding began about 535 BC, but was stopped several times until it was completed in 
515 BC.  
 
When the Jews returned to Jerusalem’s rubble, their neighbors to the north were a mixed race inhabiting what was 
then called Samaria. Because they were partly of Jewish heritage, they initially tried to be friendly to the Jews, but 
the returning Jews did not trust them and viewed their syncretistic religion as heresy. Violence broke out, and the 
Samaritans were responsible for getting the rebuilding of the Temple delayed until 521 and then completed about 
515 BC. The city and its walls were not really rebuilt until about 445BC. The Second Temple fell way short of the 
original grandeur of Solomon’s Temple, but it marked the beginning of a new era for Israel in which the Jews would 
be in subjection to a foreign power (Persia then Greece), yet they would have religious autonomy in their homeland.  
 
The Middle East continued to be part of the Persian Empire until Alexander the Great swept through around 332 
BC. Alexander was a Greek from Macedonia whose ambition was to defeat Persia. Alexander was able to unite all 
of Macedonia and the city-states of Greece in a campaign against Persia beginning with Asia Minor (Turkey), then 
Syria, Israel, Egypt, and Mesopotamia. Alexander never lost a battle, and succeeded in taking the entire 
Mediterranean world, thus ending the Persian Empire. He died at age 32, and his empire ended up being divided 
between four of his generals. Ptolemy ruled over Egypt, and Seleucus ruled Syria. The area between them, notably 
Israel, was contested by the Greek rivals for 170 years. There were at least six wars fought, and Jerusalem changed 
hands seven times alone between 319 and 302 BC.  
 
Alexander’s legacy to the entire Mediterranean world was what came to be known as Hellenization. He brought the 
Greek language, culture, religion, and philosophies to all the conquered territories. Alexander built new cities like 
Alexandria in Egypt in which he imported thousands of Greeks to live there and build a new civilization. Within a 
hundred years Greek was the common language of everyone in the entire Mediterranean world.  
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General Seleucus began the Seleucid dynasty of kings in Syria, and by 200 BC the Seleucids ruled over Israel. Under 
the Seleucid King Antiochus Epiphanes, he was determined to put an end to the Jewish religion in Jerusalem. He 
ordered an end to Jewish religious law, and he took over the Temple. He erected idols and had pagan priests 
sacrifice pigs on the altar to the Greek gods.  
 
A Jewish priest named Mattathias led a revolt against Antiochus around 167 BC. This revolt came at a crucial time 
in the changing fortunes of the Greek Seleucids, Ptolemies, and the emerging Roman Empire. According to the 
apocryphal literature of I and II Maccabees, the priestly family of Mattathias “came to be known as” the 
Maccabees. The name appears to be more of a title given to them for their success in battle and meant “The 
Hammer.” The family name came from an ancestor named Hasmoneus. Thus, for the next 100 years the 
Hasmonean family ruled over Judah. They led the Jews to take the Temple back in 164 BC. They cleansed the 
Temple, put a new altar in place, and lit the large lamps in the temple. There was a celebration for 8 days that is 
still celebrated today as the festival of Hanukkah which remembers turning on the lights again in the Temple.  
 
Nevertheless, the war with the Seleucids continued until about 150 BC. They did not achieve complete political 
independence until about 142.The next two generations of Hasmonean leaders expanded the country’s size 
dramatically. The Jews started out with just a small land-locked area around Jerusalem, but under John Hyrcanus 
(135-104) and his son Alexander Jannaeus (103-76), they expanded east beyond the Jordan River, took Idumaea to 
the south, Samaria to the north, and the whole area on the west and north of the Sea of Galilee. By 96 BC, Jannaeus 
had taken most of the area to the Mediterranean Sea. Amazingly, the Jewish Hasmonean rulers brought the 
country of Israel back almost to its old borders under Solomon. 
 
The Hasmonean rulers were unique in the history of Israel because they were not really kings—according to the 
Law only descendants of David (tribe of Judah) could be kings. They were of the priestly tribe of Levi, so they were 
more like High Priests who ruled over Israel. Therefore, it should be no surprise that the main problems during this 
era involved religious divisions. During the time of the Hasmonean rulers, the religious/political parties developed 
that are named in the New Testament as the Pharisees and the Sadducees. Each had a different vision of what 
Judaism should be, and had no tolerance for their rivals. Beginning in 104 BC, the Hasmonean High Priests had 
considered themselves as also kings. The Pharisees considered this inappropriate while the Sadducees were for it. 
The Pharisees considered themselves as the strict interpreters of the Law, and so took it upon themselves to adda 
large volume of oral traditions to the Law. The Sadducees held only to the Law, and considered themselves as the 
nobility. All the High Priests came from the Sadducees. The Pharisees were the elite religious laymen who had the 
support of the masses. The Pharisees believed in the bodily resurrection, but the Sadducees did not. The Pharisees 
believed in the sovereignty of God and determinism, but the Sadducees said God exercised no influence on human 
will or actions. Therefore, they held a proud self-congratulation of their status and riches, and taught that they 
deserved it because they were better. This pride and divisiveness between the parties would lead to a breakup of 

the Hasmonean dynasty, and set the stage for the father of Herod the 
Great to become a major player in the area, and Rome to gain control 
over Israel in 63 BC. 
 
 
As we enter the New Testament, Rome has oppressive control over 
Israel, though the Jews are given some level of religious freedom. 
Herod sits on the “throne” of Israel and the religious conflict between 
the Sadducees and Pharisees continues, affecting not only the religious 
leaders, but all the people. Palestine in the first century is a place of 
division, oppression, poverty, and fear for the general populace; while 
there are those who are well off who sit in power, whether religiously 
or by their political dalliance with Rome. After an endless history of 
other nations invading, destroying, controlling and occupying Israel- the 
land promised to them by the Lord, the people are discouraged and 
anxious for the Day of the Lord that the prophets had foreseen to 
come- a day of justice, prosperity, and peace.  
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The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) tell the story of Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, death, resurrection, and 
ascension. While they are all written semi-chronologically, large portions of each gospel are arranged 
thematically. So the exact order in which certain stories or teachings occur in the gospels may not match. Also, 
depending on the emphasis of the writer of the gospel, certain accounts may be included in one or more 
gospels, but not in all. As we work our way through the gospels in the coming weeks, we will read the various 
accounts in as close to a chronological order as possible and will read similar accounts from the different gospels 
together.  

 

Introductions to the Gospels 

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Luke 1:1-4 Whereas many have undertaken to write a narrative of those things which are most surely 
believed among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having accurately 
investigated all things from the very beginning, to write to you an orderly account, most 
excellent Theophilus, that you might know the certainty of the things which you have been told.  

John 1:1-18 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were created through Him, and without Him nothing was 
created that was created. In Him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. The light shines 
in darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. This man came as a witness in order to 
testify concerning the Light, that all men through Him might believe. He was not this Light, but 
was sent in order to testify concerning the Light. 

The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world was created through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and 
His own people did not receive Him. Yet to all who received Him, He gave the power to become 
sons of God, to those who believed in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as the only Son of 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John bore witness of Him and cried out, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is 
preferred before me, for He was before me.’” We have all received from His fullness grace upon 
grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 
has seen God at any time. The only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known. 

 

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

Matt. 1:1-17 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of Abraham:  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers. Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Ram. Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon. Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz the 
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of David the king. 
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David the king was the father of Solomon, by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon was 
the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa. Asa was 
the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah. 
Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of 
Josiah. Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were exiled to 
Babylon. 

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the 
father of Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 
Eliakim the father of Azor. Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, and Akim the 
father of Eliud. Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the 
father of Jacob. 

 

And Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ. 
 
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the 
exile to Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the exile in Babylon to Christ are fourteen 
generations. 
 

Luke 3:23-38 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being, as was supposed, the 
son of Joseph, who was the son of Heli, who was the son of Matthat, who was the son of Levi, 
who was the son of Melchi, who was the son of Jannai, who was the son of Joseph, who was the 
son of Mattathias, who was the son of Amos, who was the son of Nahum, who was the son of 
Esli, who was the son of Naggai, who was the son of Maath, who was the son of Mattathias, who 
was the son of Semein, who was the son of Josech, who was the son of Joda, who was the son of 
Joanan, who was the son of Rhesa, who was the son of Zerubbabel, who was the son of Shealtiel, 
who was the son of Neri, who was the son of Melchi, who was the son of Addi, who was the son 
of Cosam, who was the son of Elmadam, who was the son of Er, who was the son of Joshua, who 
was the son of Eliezer, who was the son of Jorim, who was the son of Matthat, who was the son 
of Levi, who was the son of Simeon, who was the son of Judah, who was the son of Joseph, who 
was the son of Jonan, who was the son of Eliakim, who was the son of Melea, who was the son of 
Menna, who was the son of Mattatha, who was the son of Nathan, who was the son of 
David, who was the son of Jesse, who was the son of Obed, who was the son of Boaz, who was 
the son of Salmon, who was the son of Nahshon, who was the son of Amminadab, who was the 
son of Ram, who was the son of Hezron, who was the son of Perez, who was the son of 
Judah, who was the son of Jacob, who was the son of Isaac, who was the son of Abraham, who 
was the son of Terah, who was the son of Nahor, who was the son of Serug, who was the son of 
Reu, who was the son of Peleg, who was the son of Eber, who was the son of Shelah, who was 
the son of Cainan, who was the son of Arphaxad, who was the son of Shem, who was the son of 
Noah, who was the son of Lamech, who was the son of Methuselah, who was the son of Enoch, 
who was the son of Jared, who was the son of Mahalalel, who was the son of Cainan, who was 
the son of Enosh, who was the son of Seth, who was the son of Adam, who was the son of God. 
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The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

Luke 1:5-25  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zechariah, of the 
division of Abijah. And his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. They 
were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blamelessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were now well 
advanced in years. Now while he served as priest before God, when his division was on 
duty, according to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when he went 
into the temple of the Lord. And the whole crowd of people were praying outside at the hour of 
incense. 

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to 
him, “Do not fear, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice 
at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. He will turn many 
of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I 
know this? For I am an old man and my wife well advanced in years.” The angel answered him, “I 
am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God. And I was sent to speak to you and to bring you 
this good news. And now you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things 
happen, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their season.” 

The people waited for Zechariah and wondered why he waited so long in the temple. When he 
came out, he could not speak to them. They perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, 
for he made signs to them and remained speechless. As soon as the days of his service were 
fulfilled, he departed to his own home. After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five 
months she hid herself, saying, “Thus the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He looked on 
me, to take away my reproach among men.” 

 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

Luke 1:26-38 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name 
was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored. The Lord is 
with you. Blessed are you among women.” When she saw him, she was troubled by his words, 
and considered in her mind what kind of greeting this might be.  

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Listen, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a Son and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Highest. And the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. And of His kingdom there will be no 
end.” 

Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” The angel answered 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you. 
Therefore the Holy One who will be born will be called the Son of God. Listen, your cousin 
Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age. And this is the sixth month with her who was 
declared barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.” Mary said, “I am the servant of the 
Lord. May it be unto me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
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Mary Visits Elizabeth 

Luke 1:38-56 In those days Mary arose and quickly went into the hill country, to a city of Judah, and entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the 
baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She spoke out with a loud 
voice, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why is this 
granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? Indeed, as soon as the sound of 
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who believed, 
for there will be a completion to those things which were told her by the Lord.” 

And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. For He has 
regarded the low estate of His servant; surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed. 
For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. His mercy is on those 
who fear Him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with His arm; He has 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has pulled down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalted those of low degree. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich 
He has sent away empty. He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as He 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and returned to her own house. 

 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

Luke 1:57-80 Now Elizabeth’s time had come to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and 
cousins heard how the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they rejoiced with her. On the 
eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they were calling him Zechariah, after the 
name of his father. But his mother answered, “Not so! He shall be called John. They said to her, 
“There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.” They made signs to his father, 
asking what he would have him called. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is 
John.” And they all were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, 
and he spoke and praised God. Fear came on all who lived around them. And all these facts were 
talked about throughout all the hill country of Judea. All those who heard them laid them up in 
their hearts, saying, “What kind of child will he be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him. 

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of His servant David, as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets of long 
ago, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, to perform 
the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore 
to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, 
might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our lives. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their 
sins, through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise from on high has visited us; to 
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” 

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he remained in the wilderness until the day 
of his appearance to Israel. 
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The Birth of Jesus 

Matt 1:18-25 Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way: After His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child by the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man and not willing to make her a public example, had in mind to divorce 
her privately. But while he thought on these things, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for He who is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for 
He will save His people from their sins.” 

Now all this occurred to fulfill what the Lord had spoken through the prophet, saying,  “A virgin 
shall be with child, and will bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is 
interpreted, “God with us.” 

Then Joseph, being awakened from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and 
remained with his wife, and did not know her until she had given birth to her firstborn Son. And 
he called His name JESUS. 

 

Luke 2: 1-20 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the entire inhabited earth should be 
taxed. This taxation was first made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone went to 
his own city to be taxed. So Joseph also departed from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to the City 
of David which is called Bethlehem, in Judea, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be taxed with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So while they were there, 
the day came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
strips of cloth, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

And in the same area there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And then an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were very afraid. But the angel said to them, “Listen! Do not fear. For I bring you 
good news of great joy, which will be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the City of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign to you: You will find the Baby 
wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly there was with the angel a company of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, and 
good will toward men.”  

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let us 
now go to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” So 
they came hurrying and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. When they had 
seen Him, they made widely known the word which was told them concerning this Child. And all 
those who heard it marveled at what the shepherds told them. But Mary kept all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 

Luke 2:21-40 When eight days had passed and the Child was circumcised, He was named JESUS, the name 
given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. When the days of her purification 
according to the Law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him 
to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be called holy to the 
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Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. It was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Led by the Spirit, he came into the temple. And when the parents 
brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he received Him in 
his arms and blessed God and said: “Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to 
Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared in the sight of all 
people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.” 

Joseph and His mother were amazed at those things which were spoken about Him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Listen, this Child is destined to cause the fall and 
rising of many in Israel and to be a sign which will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed. And a sword will pierce through your own soul also.” 

And there was Anna a prophetess, a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age and had lived with her husband seven years from her virginity. And she was a widow of 
about eighty-four years of age who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fasting 
and prayer night and day. Coming at that moment she gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Him 
to all those who looked for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had performed everything according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own city of Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom. 
And the grace of God was upon Him. 

 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

Matt 2:1-15 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, wise men came 
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who was born King of the Jews? For we have 
seen His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard these 
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where Christ should be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are no longer least among the princes of Judah; for out of you 
shall come a Governor, who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

Then Herod, when he had privately called the wise men, carefully inquired of them what time the 
star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the young 
Child, and when you have found Him, bring me word again, so that I may come and worship Him 
also.”  

When they heard the king, they departed. And the star which they saw in the east went before 
them until it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with great excitement. And when they came into the house, they saw the young Child 
with Mary, His mother, and fell down and worshipped Him. And when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But being warned in a 
dream that they should not return to Herod, they returned to their own country by another 
route. 

Now when they departed, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, 
take the young Child and His mother, and escape to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word. 
For Herod will seek the young Child to kill Him.” When he rose, he took the young Child and His 
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mother by night, and departed into Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod, to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called My Son.” 

  

The Killing of the Infants 

Matt 2:16-18 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was utterly furious and sent 
forth and killed all the male children who were in Bethlehem and the surrounding region, from 
two years old and under, based on the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise 
men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet: “In Ramah a voice was heard, 
grieving and weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and she would not 
be comforted, because they are no more.”  

 

The Return from Egypt 

Matt 2:19-23 But when Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the young Child’s life are dead.” And he rose, took the young Child and His mother, and came 
into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned in Judea instead of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Nevertheless, being warned by God in a dream, he withdrew to 
the region of Galilee. And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by 
the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

Luke 2:41-52 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. When He was twelve 
years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. When the days of the 
feast were complete, as they returned, the Child Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem. And 
Joseph and His mother did not know of it. But supposing Him to be in their company, they went a 
day’s journey. Then they searched for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. When they 
did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for Him. After three days they found Him 
in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. All who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and His answers. When they 
saw Him, they were amazed. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You dealt with us like 
this? Look, Your father and I have anxiously searched for You.” 

He said to them, “How is it that you searched for Me? Did you not know that I must be about My 
Father’s business?” But they did not understand the word which He spoke to them. Then He 
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them. But His mother kept all 
these words in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and men. 
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John the Baptist 

 

Mark 1:2-8  It is written in the Prophets: “Look, I am sending My messenger before Your face, who will 
prepare Your way before You.” “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make His paths straight.’”  

John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins. The whole region of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him and were all 
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. John was clothed with camel’s hair and 
with a leather belt around his waist. And he ate locusts and wild honey. He preached saying, 
“After me is coming One mightier than I, the straps of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I indeed have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 

Matt 3:1-12 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, 
saying: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths 
straight.’” This same John had clothing made of camel’s hair, a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region around the 
Jordan went out to him, and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. But when 
he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said to them, “O 
generation of vipers, who has warned you to escape from the wrath to come? Therefore, bear 
fruit worthy of repentance, and do not think to say within yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father,’ for I say to you that God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even 
now the axe is put to the tree roots. Therefore, every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water to repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean His floor and 
gather His wheat into the granary, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 

Luke 3:1-18 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Caesar Tiberius, Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod 
was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Traconitis, and 
Lysanias was the tetrarch of Abilene. Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God 
came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He came into the region surrounding the 
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  As it is written in the book 
of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord; make His paths straight. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and 
hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight and the rough ways shall be 
made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”  

Then he said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You children of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do 
not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able 
from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is put to the root of the 
trees. Every tree therefore which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

The people asked him, “What then must we do?” John answered, “He who has two tunics, let 
him give to him who has none. And he who has food, let him do likewise.” Then tax collectors 
also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what must we do?” He said to them, “Collect 
no more than what is appointed you.” Then the soldiers likewise demanded of him, “And what 
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must we do?” He said to them, “Do no violence to anyone nor accuse any falsely and be content 
with your wages.” 

As the people were in expectation, and everyone reflected in their hearts upon John, whether he 
might be the Christ or not, John answered them all, “I indeed baptize you with water. But One 
mightier than I is coming, the strings of whose shoes I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly cleanse His 
threshing floor, and will gather the wheat into His granary. But He will burn the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” Then he preached many other things in his exhortation to the people. 

 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Mark 1:9-11  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. Coming up out of the water, He immediately saw the heavens opened and the Spirit 
descending on Him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, saying, “You are My beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Matt 3:13-17  Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. But John prohibited 
Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus answered 
him, “Let it be so now, for it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him. 
And when Jesus was baptized, He came up immediately out of the water. And suddenly the 
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending on Him like a dove.  And a 
voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Luke 3:21-22  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form like a dove on 
Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son. In You I am well 
pleased.” 

 

 
The Temptation of Jesus 

 
Mark 1:12-13 The Spirit immediately drove Him into the wilderness. 1And He was there in the wilderness for 
forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts. And the angels ministered to Him. 

 

Matt 4:1-11  Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil. And He had 
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and then He was hungry. And the tempter came to Him 
and said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones be turned into bread.” But He 
answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out 
of the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city and set Him on the highest point of the temple, and 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written, ‘He shall give His 
angels charge concerning you,’ and ‘In their hands they shall lift you up, lest at any time you dash 
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your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “It is also written, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord 
your God.’” 

Again, the devil took Him up on a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their grandeur, and said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down 
and worship me. ” Then Jesus said to him, “Get away from here, Satan! For it is written, ‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.’” 

Then the devil left Him, and immediately angels came and ministered to Him. 

 

Luke 4:1-13  Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, being tempted by the devil for forty days. During those days He ate nothing. And 
when they were ended, He was hungry. The devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word of God.’” 

 
The devil, taking Him up onto a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time. And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this power and their glory, for it 
has been delivered to me. And I give it to whomever I will. If You, then, will worship me, all will 
be Yours.” And Jesus answered him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.’” 
 
He brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are 
the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge 
concerning you, to preserve you,’ and ‘In their hands they shall hold you up, lest you strike your 
foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” 

 

When the devil had ended all the temptations, he departed from Him until another time. 

 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 

 

Luke 4:14-15 Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee. And His fame went throughout the 
surrounding region.  He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by everyone. 

 

John 1:19-34  Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” They 
asked him, “Who then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” They said to him then, “Who are you? Tell us so that we may give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say concerning yourself?” John said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ just as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why do you baptize then, 
if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but One stands among you, whom you do not know. This is He who comes after me, who 
is preferred before me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 

These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 



13 
 

 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world. This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred 
before me, for He was before me.’ I did not know Him, but for this reason I came baptizing with 
water: so that He might be revealed to Israel.” Then John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on Him. I did not know Him, but He who 
sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The One on whom you see the Spirit descending and 
remaining, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and have borne witness that 
He is the Son of God.” 

 

The First Disciples 

John 1:51 Again, the next day John was standing with two of his disciples. Looking upon Jesus as He walked, 
he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed 
Jesus. Then Jesus turned, saw them following, and said to them, “What do you seek?” And they 
said to Him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are You staying?” Jesus said to them, “Come 
and see.” So they came and saw where He stayed and remained with Him that day, for it was 
about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means the Christ).  Then he brought him to Jesus. When Jesus saw him, He 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

The next day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip, and said to him, “Follow Me.” 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, as well as the prophets, wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him and said 
concerning him, “Here is an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.” Nathanael said to Him, “How 
do You know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig 
tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 
believe? You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Truly, truly I say to you, 
hereafter you shall see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.” 

 

The Wedding at Cana- the First Miracle 

John 2:1-12 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee. The mother of Jesus was there. Both 
Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus 
said to Him, “They have no wine.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with 
Me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do 
it.” Six water pots made of stone were sitting there, used for ceremonial cleansing by the Jews, 
containing twenty to thirty gallons each. Jesus said to them, “Fill the water pots with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. Then He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the 
master of the feast.” And they took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water that had 
been turned into wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who drew the 
water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom,  and he said to him, “Every man 
serves the good wine first, and after men have drunk freely, then the poor wine is served. But 
you have kept the good wine until now.” 
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This, the first of His signs, Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and He revealed His glory, and His disciples 
believed in Him. After this He, and His mother, and His brothers, and His disciples went down to 
Capernaum. They remained there a few days. 

 

The Cleansing of the Temple 

John 2:13-25  The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple He found 
those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers sitting there. When 
He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. He 
poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. He said to those who sold 
doves, “Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise!” His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume Me.” Then the Jews 
said to Him, “What sign do You show us, seeing that You do these things?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Then the Jews said, “It has taken 
forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking 
concerning the temple of His body. Therefore, when He was raised from the dead, His disciples 
remembered that He had said this to them. And they believed the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had spoken. 

Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in His name when they saw 
the signs which He did. But Jesus did not entrust Himself to them, because He knew all men, and 
did not need anyone to bear witness of man, for He knew what was in man. 

 

Jesus and Nicodemus 

John 3: 1-21  There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher who has come from God. For no 
one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly I 
say to you, unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to 
Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a man is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The 
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can this be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, 
but you do not know these things? Truly, truly I say to you, We speak of what We know and bear 
witness of what We have seen, but you do not receive Our testimony. If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has 
ascended to heaven except He who descended from heaven, even the Son of Man who is in 
heaven. Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but may have eternal life.” 

(John’s commentary on this) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who 
believes in Him is not condemned. But he who does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. This is the verdict, that light 
has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
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evil. For everyone who does evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that it may be revealed that his 
deeds have been done in God. 

 

Jesus and John the Baptist 

John 3: 36  After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea. He remained with them 
there and baptized. John also was baptizing in Aenon toward Salim, because much water was 
there. And people came and were baptized. For John had not yet been put in prison. Then a 
dispute arose between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about ceremonial cleansing. They 
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
bore witness, look, He is baptizing, and everyone is going to Him.” John answered, “A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. You yourselves bear witness of me, 
that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but ‘I have been sent before Him.’ He who has the bride is the 
bridegroom. But the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, this joy of mine is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” 

(John’s commentary on this) He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth is 
earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. He bears witness of 
what He has seen and heard, yet no one receives His testimony. He who has received His 
testimony has certified that God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God gives the Spirit without measure to Him. The Father loves the Son, and has placed all things 
into His hand. He who believes in the Son has eternal life. He who does not believe the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

 

 

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 

John 4: 1-42  Now when the Lord learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing 
more disciples than John (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), He left Judea 
and departed again to Galilee. Now it was necessary that He go through Samaria. So He came to 
a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, therefore, being exhausted from His journey, sat down by 
the well. It was about the sixth hour.  

A woman of Samaria came there to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How 
is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings 
with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who is saying to 
you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 
The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then 
do You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, along with his sons and his livestock?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water that I shall give him will become in him a well of water springing 
up into eternal life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not thirst, nor 
come here to draw.” 
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Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five 
husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband. So you have spoken truthfully.” The 
woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this 
mountain, but you all say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem 
will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for 
salvation is of the Jews. Yet the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth. For the Father seeks such to worship Him. God is Spirit, 
and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I 
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” 
Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 

Then His disciples came. They marveled that He talked with a woman. Yet no one said, “What do 
You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” The woman then left her water pot, went her 
way into the city, and said to the men, “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. 
Could this be the Christ?” They went out of the city and came to Him. Meanwhile His disciples 
urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not 
know.” Therefore the disciples said one to another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?” 
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you 
not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Listen! I say to you, lift up 
your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives 
wages, and gathers fruit that leads to eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may 
rejoice together. For in this is the saying true, ‘One sows, and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap a 
crop for which you did not labor. And you have benefited from their labor.” 

Many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who 
testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him 
to remain with them. And He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His 
word. They said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we have 
heard for ourselves and know that this Man is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” 

 

Herod puts John the Baptist in Prison and Jesus Returns to Galilee 
 
Luke 3:19-20  But Herod the tetrarch, angered at being rebuked by John because of his affair with Herodias, his 

brother Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, added also this above them all: 
He locked John up in prison. 

 
Mark 1:14-15  After John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 

God, saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe the 
gospel.” 

 
Matt 4:12-17 Now when Jesus heard that John was put in prison, He left for Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He 

came and lived in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that 
what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying: “The land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who 
sat in darkness saw great light. And on those who sat in the land of the shadow of death, light 
has dawned.”  From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent! For the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 

 
John 4:43-45 After the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified that a 

prophet has no honor in his own country.  Then, when He came to Galilee, the Galileans 
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welcomed Him, having seen all the things He did at Jerusalem at the feast. For they had also 
gone to the feast. 

 

Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son 

John 4:46-54  So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a 
certain nobleman whose son was sick in Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come out of 
Judea into Galilee, he went to Him, pleading that He would come down and heal his son, for he 
was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders, you will 
not believe.” The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go your way. Your son lives.” And the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and 
he went his way. While he was going down, his servants met him and told him, “Your son 
lives!” When he inquired of them the hour when he began to heal, they answered, “Yesterday at 
the seventh hour the fever left him.” Then the father knew that it was at the same hour in which 
Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.” So he and his whole household believed.  

 
This was the second sign that Jesus did when He had come from Judea to Galilee. 

 

Jesus is Rejected in His Hometown 

Luke 4:16-30 He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day. And He stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to Him. When He had unrolled the scroll, He found the place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.”  

Then He rolled up the scroll, and He gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 
those who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

All bore witness to Him and wondered at the gracious words which came from His mouth. Then 
they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “You will surely say to Me this proverb, 
‘Physician, heal Yourself. Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your 
country.’” He also said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell 
you truthfully, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were closed 
for three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land. Yet to none of 
them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, a city of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And 
many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet. But none of them was cleansed 
except Naaman the Syrian.”  

All those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath. They rose up 
and thrust Him out of the city and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, 
that they might throw Him down headlong. But passing through the midst of them, He went His 
way. 
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Jesus Calls Disciples to Follow Him 

Mark 1:16-20 As He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, his brother, throwing a net into 
the sea, for they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, “Come, follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. When He had gone a little 
farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee and John, his brother, who also were in the 
boat mending their nets.  Immediately He called them. And they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired servants and followed Him. 

 

Matt 4:18-22  As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, throwing a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And He said to them, “Follow 
Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They immediately left their nets and followed Him. And 
going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, 
in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called them. They immediately 
left the boat and their father and followed Him. 

 

Luke 5:1-11 As the people pressed upon Him to hear the word of God, He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret 
and saw two boats beside the lake. But the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. He entered one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to thrust it out a little 
from the land. Then He sat down and taught the people from the boat. When He had finished 
speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon 
answered Him, “Master, we have worked all night and have caught nothing. But at Your word I 
will let down the net.” When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their 
net was tearing. So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who 
were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken, and so were James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
fear. From now on you will catch men.” So, when they had brought their boats to land, they left 
everything and followed Him. 

 

The Man with an Unclean Spirit 

Mark 1:21-28  They went to Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and 
taught. They were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. In their synagogue there was a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
“Leave us alone! What do You have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy 
us? I know who You are, the Holy One of God.” Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come 
out of him!” When the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, it came 
out of him. They were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, “What is this? 
What new teaching is this? With au thority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
Him.” Immediately His fame spread everywhere throughout the region surrounding Galilee. 

 

Luke 4:31-37  Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the 
Sabbaths. They were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority.  In the 
synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out with a 
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loud voice, “Leave us alone! What have You to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to 
destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!” Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, 
and come out of him!” When the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of 
him and did not hurt him. They were all amazed and said among themselves, “What a word this 
is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” And His 
fame went out to every place in the surrounding countryside. 

 

The Healing of Many People 

Mark 1:29-34  When He came out of the synagogue with James and John, they went directly to the house of 
Simon and Andrew. The mother of Simon’s wife lay sick with a fever, and immediately they told 
Him of her. So He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and immediately the fever 
left her. And she served them. In the evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who 
were sick and those who were possessed with demons. The whole city was gathered at the 
door, and He healed many who were sick with various diseases and cast out many demons. And 
He did not let the demons speak, because they knew Him. 

 

Matt 8:14-17  When Jesus entered Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s mother, lying sick with a fever. He touched 
her hand, and the fever left her. And she rose and served them. When the evening came, they 
brought to Him many who were possessed with demons. And He cast out the spirits with His 
word, and healed all who were sick, to fulfill what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, “He Himself 
took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.”  

 

Luke 4:38-41  He went out of the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was 
taken ill with a high fever, and they asked Him about her. So He stood over her and rebuked the 
fever, and it left her. And immediately she rose and served them. Now when the sun was setting, 
all those who had anyone sick with various diseases brought them to Him. And He laid His hands 
on every one of them and healed them. And demons came out of many, crying out, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of God!” But He rebuked them and did not permit them to speak, because they 
knew that He was the Christ. 

 
 

 

A Preaching Tour 

Mark 1:35-39  In the morning, rising up a great while before sunrise, He went out and departed to a solitary 
place. And there He prayed. Simon and those who were with Him followed Him, and when they 
found Him, they said to Him, “Everyone is searching for You.” He said to them, “Let us go into the 
nearby towns, that I may preach there also. For that is why I have come.” So He preached in their 
synagogues throughout Galilee and cast out demons. 

 

Luke 4:42-44  When it was day He departed and went into a remote place. And searching for Him, the people 
came to Him and tried to prevent Him from leaving them. But He said to them, “I must preach 
the kingdom of God to other cities also, for this is why I was sent.” And He was preaching in the 
synagogues of Galilee. 
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Matt 4:23-25 Jesus went throughout all Galilee teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all sorts of diseases among the people. His fame 
went throughout all Syria. And they brought to Him all sick people who were taken with  various 
diseases and tormented with pain, those who were possessed with demons, those who had 
seizures, and those who had paralysis, and He healed them. Great crowds followed Him from 
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

 

 

The Cleansing of a Leper 

Mark 1:40-45   A leper came to Him, pleading with Him and kneeling before Him, saying, “If You are willing, You 
can make me clean.” Then Jesus, moved with compassion, extended His hand and touched him, 
and said to him, “I will. Be clean.” As soon as He had spoken, the leprosy immediately departed 
from him, and he was cleansed.  He sternly warned him, and sent him away at once, saying, “See 
that you say nothing to anyone. But go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your 
cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” Instead he went out and began to 
proclaim it widely and to spread the news around, so that Jesus could no more openly enter the 
city, but was out in remote places. And they came to Him from every quarter. 

 

Matthew 8:1-4  When He came down from the mountains, large crowds followed Him. And then a leper came 
and worshipped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” Jesus reached out 
His hand and touched him, saying, “I will. Be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed. Then Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one. But go your way, show yourself to the 
priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded as a testimony to them.” 

 

Luke 5:12-16  When He was in a certain city, a man full of leprosy, upon seeing Jesus, fell on his face and 
begged Him, “Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.” He reached out His hand and touched 
him, saying, “I will. Be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. Then He commanded him to 
tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and make an offering for your cleansing, as 
Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” Yet even more so His fame went everywhere. And 
great crowds came together to hear and to be healed by Him of their infirmities. But He 
withdrew to the wilderness and prayed. 

 

The Healing of a Paralytic 

Mark 2:1-12 Again, He entered Capernaum after some days. And it was reported that He was in the 
house. Immediately many were gathered together, so that there was no room to receive them, 
not even at the door. And He preached the word to them. They came to Him bringing one sick 
with paralysis, who was carried by four men. When they could not come near Him due to the 
crowding, they uncovered the roof where He was. When they had broken it open, they let down 
the bed on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven you.” But some of the scribes were sitting there, reasoning in their 
hearts, “Why does this Man speak such blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
Immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, He said 
to them, “Why do you contemplate these things in your hearts? Which is easier to say to the 
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paralytic: ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you 
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” He said to the paralytic, 1“I 
say to you, rise, and take up your bed, and go your way to your house.”  Immediately he rose, 
picked up the bed, and went out in front of them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified 
God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 

 
Matt 9:1-8  He entered a boat, crossed over, and came into His own city. They brought to Him a man sick 

with paralysis, lying on a bed. And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good 
cheer. Your sins are forgiven you.”  Then certain scribes said within themselves, “This Man 
blasphemes.” Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For 
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? But that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the 
paralytic, “Arise, pick up your bed, and go into your house.” And he rose and departed to his 
house. But when the crowds saw it, they were amazed and glorified God who had given such 
authority to men. 

 

Luke 5:17-26 On a certain day, as He was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting nearby, who 
had come from every town of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord 
was present to heal the sick. Now some men brought in a bed a man who was paralyzed. They 
searched for ways to bring him in and lay him before Him. When they could not find a way to 
bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down through the tiles 
with his bed into their midst before Jesus. When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your 
sins are forgiven you.” The scribes and the Pharisees began to question, “Who is He who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” When Jesus perceived their thoughts, He 
answered them, “Why question in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven 
you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins,” He said to the paralyzed man, “I say to you, rise, take up your bed, and go 
to your house.” Immediately he rose before them, and took up that on which he lay, and 
departed to his own house, glorifying God. They were all amazed, and they glorified God and 
were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen wonderful things today.” 

 

The Calling of Levi (Matthew) 

Mark 2:13-17  He went out again by the seaside, and the whole crowd came to Him, and He taught them. As He 
passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s station, and He said to 
him, “Follow Me.” And he rose and followed Him. As Jesus was at supper in his house, many tax 
collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples. For there were many, and 
they followed Him. When the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with tax collectors and 
sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and 
sinners?” When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 

Matt 9:9-13  As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
station. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” And he rose and followed Him. While Jesus sat at 
supper in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?” But when Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well do 
not need a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” 
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Luke 5:27-32 After these things He went out and saw a tax collector, named Levi, sitting at the tax collector’s 
station. He said to him, “Follow Me.” And he left everything, rose up, and followed Him. Then 
Levi made Him a great feast in his house. And there was a group of many tax collectors and 
others who sat down with them. But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against His disciples, 
saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered 
them, “Those who are well do not need a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 

The Question About Fasting 

 

Mark 2:18-22  Now the disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said to Him, 
“Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” Jesus said 
to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. But the days will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days. “No one sews a piece of new cloth 
on an old garment, or else the new piece that covered it tears away from the old, and the tear is 
made worse. And no one pours new wine into old wineskins, or else the new wine bursts the 
wineskins, and the wine is spilled, and the wineskins will be marred. But new wine must be 
poured into new wineskins.” 

Matt 9:14-17  Then the disciples of John came to Him, asking, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but 
Your disciples do not fast?” Jesus answered, “Can the guests of the bridegroom mourn as long as 
the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken from 
them, and then they will fast. No one sews a piece of new cloth into an old garment, for that 
which is sewn in to fill it up pulls on the garment, and the tear is made worse. Neither do men 
put new wine into old wineskins. Or else the wineskins burst, the wine runs out, and the 
wineskins perish. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

 

Luke 5:33-39  They said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and likewise the 
disciples of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?” He said to them, “Can you make the 
attendants of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come 
when the bridegroom will be taken away from them. Then in those days they will fast.” He told 
them a parable also: “No one sews a piece of a new material on an old one. Otherwise the new 
would tear, for the new piece does not match the old. And no one puts new wine into old 
wineskins. Otherwise the new wine will burst the wineskins, and it will be spilled, and the 
wineskins will be destroyed. But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are 
preserved. And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new. For he says, ‘The old is 
better.’” 
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The Healing at the Pool 

John 5:1-15  Sometime later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. Now there is in 
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is 
surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the 
blind, the lame, the paralyzed.  One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long 
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help 
me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down 
ahead of me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man was 
cured; he picked up his mat and walked. 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who 
had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” But he replied, “The 
man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’” So they asked him, “Who is this 
fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” The man who was healed had no idea who it was, 
for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. 

Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you.” The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it 
was Jesus who had made him well. 

 

The Authority of the Son 

John 5:16-45  So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute 
him. In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too 
am working.”  

For this reason, they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he 
was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. Jesus gave them this 
answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his 
Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the 
Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that 
you will be amazed. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son 
gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted 
all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. Very truly I tell you, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed 
over from death to life. Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to 
judge because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who 
are in their graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done what is good will rise 
to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. By myself I can do 
nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him 
who sent me. If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies in 
my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true. You have sent to John and he has 
testified to the truth. Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be 
saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. I 
have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to 
finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. And the Father who 
sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 
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nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. You study the 
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very 
Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept glory 
from human beings, but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.  I 
have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his 
own name, you will accept him. How can you believe since you accept glory from one another 
but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? But do not think I will accuse you 
before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, 
you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, how 
are you going to believe what I say?” 

 

 

The Lord of the Sabbath 

Mark 2:23-28 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples walked along, they 
began to pick some heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath?” He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the 
house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also 
gave some to his companions.” Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man 
for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

 
 
Matt 12:1-8 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and 

began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, 
“Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” He answered, “Haven’t you 
read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, 
and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but 
only for the priests. Or haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in the 
temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? I tell you that something greater than the 
temple is here. If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you 
would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

 

Luke 6:1-5  One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads 
of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you 
doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David 
did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God, and taking the 
consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his 
companions.” Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

 

The Man with a Withered Hand 

Mark 3:1-6  Again, He entered the synagogue, and there was a man who had a withered hand. They watched 
Him to see whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. He said to 
the man who had the withered hand, “Stand up.” Then He said to them, “Is it lawful to do good 
or to do evil on the Sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they kept silent. When He had looked 
around at them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, He said to the 
man, “Stretch your hand forward.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored as whole as 
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the other. Then the Pharisees went out and immediately took counsel with the Herodians against 
Him, how to kill Him. 

 
Matt 12:9-14  When He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue. And there was a man whose 

hand had withered. They asked Him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” that they might accuse 
Him. He said to them, “What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit 
on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? Then how much better is a man than a 
sheep? Therefore, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then He said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” And he stretched it out, and it was restored whole like the other. Then the Pharisees 
went out and took counsel against Him, how they might kill Him. 

 
 
Luke 6:6-11  On another Sabbath, when He entered the synagogue and taught, there was a man whose right 

hand had withered. The scribes and the Pharisees watched Him to see whether He would heal on 
the Sabbath, so that they might find an accusation against Him. But He knew their thoughts, and 
He said to the man who had the withered hand, “Rise and stand in front.” So he rose and stood 
in front. Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good 
or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?” Then looking around at them all, He said to the 
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. But 
they were filled with madness and discussed with each other what they might do to Jesus. 

 

The Chosen Servant 

Matt12:15-21 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great crowds followed Him, and He healed 
them all, and warned them that they should not make Him known,  to fulfill what was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: “Here is My Servant, whom I have chosen, My Beloved, in whom My 
soul is well pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will render judgment to the Gentiles. 
He shall not struggle nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. A bruised reed He 
will not break, and a smoldering wick He will not quench, until He renders judgment unto victory; 
and in His name will the Gentiles trust.”  

 

The Crowd at the Seaside 

Mark 3:7-12 Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea. And a great crowd followed Him from Galilee and 
Judea and Jerusalem, and Idumea, and from beyond the Jordan. And those from Tyre and Sidon, 
a great crowd, when they heard what great things He did, came to Him. He told the disciples to 
have a small boat ready for Him because of the crowd, lest they should crush Him. For He had 
healed many, so that all who had diseases pressed on Him to touch Him. When unclean spirits 
saw Him, they fell down before Him, crying out, “You are the Son of God.” But He sternly ordered 
them not to make Him known. 

 

The Choosing of the Twelve Apostles 

Mark 3:12-19 He went up into the mountain and called to Him those whom He desired, and they came to 
Him. He ordained twelve to be with Him, and to be sent out to preach, and to have authority to 
heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: Simon, whom He named Peter; James, the son of 
Zebedee, and John, the brother of James, whom he surnamed Boanerges (meaning Sons of 
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Thunder); Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas; and James the son 
of Alphaeus; and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him. 

 
Luke 6:12-16  In these days He went out to the mountain to pray and continued all night in prayer to 

God. When it was day, He called for His disciples, and of them He chose twelve, whom He named 
apostles: Simon, whom He named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip 
and Bartholomew, and Matthew and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called 
the Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 

 

The Sermon on the Mount: The Beatitudes 

Matt 5:1-12  Now seeing the crowds, He went up on a mountain. And when He sat down, His disciples came to 
Him. And He began speaking and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when men revile you, and persecute you,  
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
Rejoice and be very glad, because great is your reward in heaven,  
for in this manner they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

Luke 6:17-26  He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great 
crowd of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who 
came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, including those who were vexed by unclean 
spirits. And they were healed. The whole crowd tried to touch Him, for power went out from Him 
and healed them all. He lifted up His eyes on His disciples, and said: 

“Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be filled. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
Blessed are you when men hate you, 
and when they separate you from their company and insult you,  
and cast out your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man.  
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for indeed, your reward is great in heaven.  
For in like manner their fathers treated the prophets. 
 
But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
Woe to you who are filled, for you shall hunger. 
Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
Woe to you, when all men speak well of you,  
for so their fathers spoke of the false prophets. 
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The Sermon on the Mount: Teachings of Jesus 

Salt and Light 

Matt 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how shall it be made salty? It is 
from then on good for nothing but to be thrown out and to be trampled underfoot by men. You 
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do men light a 
candle and put it under a basket, but on a candlestick. And it gives light to all who are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven.” 

Teaching About the Law 

Matt 5:17-20  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to abolish, 
but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one dot or one mark 
will pass from the law until all be fulfilled. Whoever, therefore, breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do likewise shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven. But whoever does and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I 
say to you that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will in no way enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Teaching About Anger 

Matt 5:21-26   “You have heard that it was said by the ancients, ‘You shall not murder,’ and ‘Whoever murders 
shall be in danger of the judgment.’ But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ shall 
be in danger of the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 
Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go on your way. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Reconcile with your adversary 
quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, and the 
judge deliver you to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. Truly I say to you, you will by no 
means come out of there until you have paid the last penny.”  

Teaching About Adultery 

Matt 5:27-30 “You have heard that it was said by the ancients, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you 
that whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery with her already in his 
heart. And if your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away. For it is profitable 
that one of your members should perish, and not that your whole body be thrown into hell. And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is profitable for you that 
one of your members should perish, and not that your whole body be thrown into hell.” 

Teaching About Divorce 

Matt 5: 31-32  “It was said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you 
that whoever divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to commit adultery. 
And whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 

Teaching About Oaths 
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Matt 5:33-37  “Again, you have heard that it was said by the ancients, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall 
fulfill your oaths to the Lord.’ But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is 
God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 
great King. Nor shall you swear by your head because you cannot make one hair white or 
black. But let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these comes 
from the evil one.”  

Teaching About Revenge 

Matt 5:38-42  “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’  But I say to you, do 
not resist an evil person. But whoever strikes you on your right cheek, turn to him the other as 
well. And if anyone sues you in a court of law and takes away your tunic, let him have your cloak 
also. And whoever compels you to go a mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks you, and 
from him who would borrow from you do not turn away.” 

Love for Enemies 

Matt 5:43-48  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven. For He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore be perfect, even as your Father who is in 
heaven is perfect. 

Luke 6:27-36  But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, 
offer also the other. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic as 
well. Give to everyone who asks of you. And of him who takes away your goods, do not ask for 
them back. Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. For if you love those who love 
you, what thanks do you receive? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good 
to those who do good to you, what thanks do you receive? For even sinners do the same. And if 
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks do you receive? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, to receive as much in return. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing in return. Then your reward will be great, and you will be the sons of the 
Highest. For He is kind to the unthankful and the evil. Be therefore merciful, even as your Father 
is merciful.” 

Teaching About Charitable Giving 

Matt 6:1-4  “Be sure that you do not do your charitable deeds before men to be seen by them. Otherwise 
you have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. Therefore, when you do your charitable 
deeds, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward. But when 
you do your charitable deeds, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that 
your charitable deeds may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward 
you openly.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Matt 6:5-15  “When you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they 
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have their reward. But you, when you pray, enter your closet, and when you have shut your 
door, pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you 
openly. But when you pray, do not use vain repetitions, as the heathen do. For they think that 
they will be heard for their much speaking. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
things you have need of before you ask Him. Therefore, pray in this manner:  

Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come; Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

For if you forgive men for their sins, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive men for their sins, neither will your Father forgive your sins.” 

Teaching About Fasting 

Matt 6:16-18 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites with a sad countenance. For they 
disfigure their faces so they may appear to men to be fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you will not 
appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you openly.” 

Treasures in Heaven 

Matt 6:19-21  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroy and where thieves do not break in nor steal, for where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” 

The Light of the Body 

Matt 6:22-23 “The light of the body is the eye. Therefore, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of 
light. But if your eye is unclear, your whole body will be full of darkness. Therefore, if the light 
that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” 

God and Money 

Matt 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. For either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will 
hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

Care and Anxiety 

Matt 6:25-34  “Therefore, I say to you, take no thought about your life, what you will eat, or what you will 
drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they do not sow, nor do they reap, nor gather into 
barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better than they? Who among 
you by taking thought can add a cubit to his stature? Why take thought about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow: They neither work, nor do they spin. Yet I say to you that 
even Solomon in all his glory was not dressed like one of these. Therefore, if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which today is here and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much 
more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore, take no thought, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ (For the Gentiles seek after all these things.) For 
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your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things. But seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be given to you. Therefore, take no thought 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will take thought about the things of itself. Sufficient to the day is 
the trouble thereof.” 

Judging Others 

Matt 7:1-6  “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged. And 
with the measure you use, it will be measured again for you. And why do you see the speck that 
is in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank that is in your own eye? Or how will you 
say to your brother, ‘Let me pull the speck out of your eye,’ when a log is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite! First take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 
speck out of your brother’s eye. Do not give what is holy to the dogs, nor throw your pearls 
before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and turn around and attack you.” 

Luke 6:37-42  “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, 
and you shall be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you: Good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over will men give unto you. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured unto you.” 

 

He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the 
ditch? The disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is trained will be like his teacher. 

Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not see the beam that is in your 
own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your 
eye,’ when you yourself do not see the beam that is in your own eye? You hypocrite! First 
remove the beam from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in 
your brother’s eye.” 

Ask, Seek, Knock 

Matt 7:7-12  “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks, it will be opened. 
What man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will he give him a snake? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask 
Him! Therefore, everything you would like men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets. 

The Narrow Gate 

Matt 7:13-14  “Enter at the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 
and there are many who are going through it, because small is the gate and narrow is the way 
which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

A Tree and Its Fruit 

Matt 7:15-20  “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves. You will know them by their fruit. Do men gather grapes from thorns, or figs from 
thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit. But a corrupt tree bears evil fruit. A good tree 
cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a corrupt tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore, by their fruit you will know them.” 
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Luke 6:43-45  “A good tree does not bear corrupt fruit, nor does a corrupt tree bear good fruit. Each tree is 
known by its own fruit. Men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a 
wild bush. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bears what is good, and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure of his heart bears what is evil. For of the abundance of the heart his 
mouth speaks. 

 

I Never Knew You 

Matt 7:21-23  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonderful works in 
Your name?’ But then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from Me, you who 
practice evil.’ 

The Two Housebuilders 

Matt 7:24-28  “Whoever hears these sayings of Mine and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his 
house on a rock. And the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house. And it did not fall, for it was founded a rock.  And everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine and does not do them will be likened to a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And 
the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house. And it fell. And 
its fall was great.” 

Luke 6:46-49  “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I say? Whoever comes to Me and hears My 
words and does them, I will show whom he is like: He is like a man who built a house, and dug 
deep, and laid the foundation on rock. When the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently 
against that house, but could not shake it, for it was founded on rock. But he who hears and does 
not obey is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation, against which the 
stream beat vehemently. Immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” 

Matt 7:29 When Jesus finished these sayings, the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

 

 

 
 

 

  


