Read the Bible in A Year: Chronological
Readings for March 12-21, 2020
Numbers 30-36; Deuteronomy 1-29; Psalm 90

I had an error in the previous packet and gave you the first 29 chapters of Numbers and the last 5 chapters of
Deuteronomy. This packet will cover the missed chapters from Numbers and the new chapters from Deuteronomy.
These will include some continued narrative of the events that took place prior to the Israelites entering the Promised
Land, but they will largely cover a variety of instructions and laws given to the people before they entered the
Promised Land…

The missing chapters from Numbers
The Law About Vows: And Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel, saying: This is the thing that
the LORD has commanded. If a man vows a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself with a bond, he will not
break his word. He will do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. If a woman makes a vow to the LORD, and
binds herself by a bond, while in her father’s house in her youth, and her father hears her vow and her bond with which
she has bound herself, and her father is silent to her, then all her vows will stand, and every bond with which she has
bound herself will stand. But if her father restrains her in the day he hears, none of her vows or her bonds with which
she has bound herself will stand, and the LORD will forgive her, because her father restrained her. If she had a husband
when she vowed, or uttered anything out of her lips with which she bound herself, and her husband heard it and was
silent to her in the day that he heard it, then her vows will stand, and her bonds with which she bound herself will
stand. But if her husband restrains her on the day that he heard it, then he will make her vow which she vowed and that
which she uttered with her lips, with which she bound herself, of no effect, and the LORD will forgive her. But every vow
of a widow and of her that is divorced, with which she has bound herself, will stand against her. If she vowed in her
husband’s house, or bound herself by a bond with an oath, and her husband heard it and was silent to her and did not
restrain her, then all her vows will stand, and every bond with which she bound herself will stand. But if her husband has
clearly voided them on the day he heard them, then whatever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or
concerning the bond of herself, will not stand. Her husband has voided them, and the LORD will forgive her. Every vow,
and every binding oath to afflict her soul, her husband may establish, or her husband may nullify. But if her husband says
nothing to her from day to day, then he confirms all her vows, or all her pledges, which bind her. He confirms them
because he said nothing to her on the day that he heard them. But if he clearly makes them void after he has heard
them, then he will bear her iniquity. These are the statutes which the LORD commanded Moses, between a man and his
wife, and between the father and his daughter, while she is still young and in her father’s house.
Vengeance on the Midianites: And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Avenge the
children of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you will be gathered to your people.”
Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm some of your men for war, and let them go
against the Midianites to give the vengeance of the LORD against Midian. A thousand
from each tribe, throughout all the tribes of Israel, you will send to the war.” So there
were delivered from the thousands of Israel a thousand of each tribe, twelve thousand
armed for war. Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, with Phinehas
the son of Eleazar the priest, with the holy vessels and the trumpets to sound the alarm
in his hand. They waged war against the Midianites, as the LORD commanded Moses, and they killed every male. They
killed the kings of Midian, in addition to the rest of those who were killed: Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba,
five kings of Midian. Balaam the son of Beor they also killed with the sword. The children of Israel returned with the
women of Midian and their children and took their livestock, and all their flocks, and all their wealth for plunder. They
burned with fire all their cities in which they lived and all their camps. They took all the plunder and all the prey of men
and of beasts. They brought the captives, the prey, and the plunder to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, to the assembly of
the children of Israel, and to the camp on the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan across from Jericho.

Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of the assembly went to meet them outside the camp. Moses was angry
with the officers of the army, with the captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, who came from the battle.
Moses said to them, “Have you saved all the women alive? These caused the children of Israel, through the word of
Balaam, to act unfaithfully against the LORD concerning the thing of Peor, and there was a plague among the assembly of
the LORD. So now kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has known a man by lying with
him. But keep alive for yourselves all the young girls who have not known a man by lying with him.
“And you stay outside the camp seven days. Whoever has killed any person and whoever has touched any slain, purify
both yourselves and your captives on the third day and on the seventh day. Purify all your clothes, and all that is made of
skins, and all work of goats’ hair, and all things made of wood.” Eleazar the priest said to the fighting men of Israel who
went to the battle, “This is the ordinance of the law which the LORD commanded Moses: Only the gold, and the silver,
the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 23 everything that can go through the fire, you will make it go through the fire,
and it will be clean, but some of it will be purified with the water of purification, and all that cannot pass through the fire
you will make go through the water. You will wash your clothes on the seventh day, and you will be clean, and afterward
you will come into the camp.”
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Take the count of the plunder that was taken, of man and of beast, you and Eleazar
the priest, and the chief of the fathers of the assembly. And divide the prey into two parts between those that took the
war on themselves, who went out to battle, and between all the assembly. And levy a tribute to the LORD from the
fighting men of Israel who went out to battle: one person out of five hundred, of the people and of the oxen, and of the
donkeys, and of the sheep; take it from their half, and give it to Eleazar the priest as an offering to the LORD. Of the half
of the children of Israel, you will take one portion of fifty, of the people, of the oxen, of the donkeys, and of the flocks, of
all manner of beasts, and give them to the Levites, who keep the guard of the tabernacle of the LORD.” Moses and
Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses. The plunder, being the rest of the prey, which the fighting men of
Israel had caught, was six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep, seventy-two thousand oxen, and sixty-one
thousand donkeys, and thirty-two thousand people in all, of women who had not known a man by lying with him.
The half, which was the portion of those that went out to war, was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five
hundred sheep. And the LORD’s tribute of the sheep was six hundred and seventy-five. The oxen were thirty-six
thousand, of which the LORD’s tribute was seventy-two. The donkeys were thirty thousand five hundred, of which
the LORD’s tribute was sixty-one. The people were sixteen thousand, of which the LORD’s tribute was thirty-two people.
Moses gave the tribute which was the LORD’s offering to Eleazar the priest, as the LORD commanded Moses.
Of the half of the children of Israel, which Moses divided from the men who fought, the half belonging to the assembly
was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep, thirty-six thousand oxen, thirty thousand five
hundred donkeys, and sixteen thousand people. From the half of the children of Israel Moses took one out of fifty, of man
and of beast, and gave them to the Levites, who kept the guard of the tabernacle of the LORD, as the LORD commanded
Moses.
The officers who were over thousands of the army, the captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, came near to
Moses, and they said to Moses, “Your servants have taken the count of the fighting men of Israel who are in our hand,
and not a man of us is missing. We have brought an offering for the LORD, what every man has gotten of jewels of gold,
chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and pendants, to make an atonement for ourselves before the LORD.” Moses and
Eleazar the priest took the gold from them, all in the form of fashioned articles. All the gold of the offering that they
offered up to the LORD, of the captains of thousands and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven
hundred and fifty shekels. The fighting men of Israel had taken plunder, each man for himself. And Moses and Eleazar
the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands and of hundreds and brought it into the tent of meeting as a
memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD.

The Tribes Settling in Gilead: Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great
number of livestock, and when they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead was a place for
livestock, the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, and to Eleazar
the priest, and to the leaders of the assembly, saying, “Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah,
and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, the land which the LORD defeated
before the assembly of Israel is a land for livestock, and your servants have livestock.” And they said,
“If we have found mercy in your sight, let this land be given to your servants for a possession, and
do not take us over the Jordan.”
Moses said to the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, “Will your brothers go to war, and
you will dwell here? And why would you discourage the hearts of the children of Israel from going over into the land
which the LORD has given to them? Thus your fathers did, when I sent them from Kadesh Barnea to see the land. When
they went up to the Valley of Eshkol and saw the land, they discouraged the hearts of the children of Israel so they
would not go into the land which the LORD had given them. And the anger of the LORD was inflamed on that day, and He
swore, saying, ‘Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and older, will see the ground
which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, because they did not completely follow Me, except Caleb the son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, because they completely followed the LORD.’ The anger of
the LORD was inflamed against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation
that did evil in the eyes of the LORD was finished.
“Behold, you have risen up in your fathers’ place, an increase of sinful men, to increase more the burning anger of
the LORD toward Israel. If you turn away from following Him, He will again abandon them in the wilderness, and you will
destroy all this people.” They approached him and said, “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock and cities for
our children. But we ourselves will be armed, ready before the children of Israel, until we have brought them to their
place. Our little ones will dwell in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. We will not return to our
houses until all the children of Israel have inherited their inheritance. We will not inherit with them on the other side of
the Jordan or beyond, because our inheritance fell to us on this side of the Jordan to the east.”
Moses said to them, “If you will do this thing, if you will be armed before the LORD for war, and all of you, each armed,
will go over the Jordan before the LORD until He has driven out His enemies from before Him 22 and the land is subdued
before the LORD, then after that you will return and be exempt before the LORD and before Israel, and this land will be
your possession before the LORD. “But if you will not do so, you have sinned against the LORD, and be sure your sin will
find you out. Build for yourselves cities for your children and folds for your sheep, and do that which has proceeded out
of your mouth.”
The children of Gad and the children of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, “Your servants will do as my lord
commands. Our children, our wives, our flocks, and all our livestock will be there in the cities of Gilead, but your servants
will cross over, each man armed for war, before the LORD to battle, as my lord says.” So Moses commanded Eleazar the
priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel. And Moses said to them, “If
the children of Gad and the children of Reuben will cross over the Jordan with you, each man armed for battle before
the LORD, and the land will be subdued before you, you are to give them the land of Gilead as a possession. But if they do
not cross over with you armed, they will have possessions among you in the land of Canaan.” The children of Gad and
the children of Reuben answered, saying, “As the LORD has said to your servants, so we will do. We will cross over,
armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, so the possession of our inheritance on this side of the Jordan may be
ours.”
Moses gave to the children of Gad, to the children of Reuben, and to half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the
kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land with the cities within the borders,
the cities of the surrounding land. The children of Gad built Dibon and Ataroth and Aroer, Atroth Shophan and Jazer and
Jogbehah, Beth Nimrah and Beth Haran, fortified cities, and folds for sheep. And the children of Reuben built Heshbon
and Elealeh and Kiriathaim, Nebo and Baal Meon (their names being changed) and Sibmah; and they named the other
cities which they built. The children of Makir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead and captured it and drove out the
Amorites who were in it. Moses gave Gilead to Makir the son of Manasseh, and he lived in it. Jair the son of Manasseh
went and captured its small towns and called them Havvoth Jair. Nobah went and captured Kenath and its villages and
called it Nobah, after his own name.

Recounting Israel’s Journey
These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of
Egypt with their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. Moses recorded
the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. These are their
journeys according to their starting points.
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They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first
month. On the day after the Passover the children of Israel went out with a high hand in
the sight of all the Egyptians, because the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, whom
the LORD had killed among them. Upon their gods the LORD executed judgments.
•
The children of Israel set out from Rameses and camped in Sukkoth.
They set out from Sukkoth and camped in Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness.
They set out from Etham and turned to Pi Hahiroth, which is before Baal Zephon, and they camped before Migdol.
They set out from before Pi Hahiroth, and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and went three days’
journey in the Wilderness of Etham, and camped in Marah.
They set out from Marah, and came to Elim, and in Elim were twelve fountains of water and seventy palm trees, and they
camped there.
They set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea.
They set out from the Red Sea and camped in the Wilderness of Sin.
They set out from the Wilderness of Sin and camped in Dophkah.
They set out from Dophkah and camped in Alush.
They set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink.
They set out from Rephidim and camped in the Wilderness of Sinai.
They set out from the Wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth Hattaavah.
They set out from Kibroth Hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth.
They set out from Hazeroth and camped in Rithmah.
They set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon Perez.
They set out from Rimmon Perez and camped in Libnah.
They set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah.
They set out from Rissah and camped in Kehelathah.
They set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher.
They set out from Mount Shepher and camped in Haradah.
They set out from Haradah and camped in Makheloth.
They set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath.
They set out from Tahath and camped at Terah.
They set out from Terah and camped in Mithkah.
They went from Mithkah and camped in Hashmonah.
They set out from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth.
They set out from Moseroth and camped in Bene Jaakan.
They set out from Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor Haggidgad.
They set out from Hor Haggidgad and camped in Jotbathah.
They set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah.
They set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion Geber.
They set out from Ezion Geber and camped in the Wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.
They set out from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, at the edge of the land of Edom. Aaron the priest went up onto
Mount Hor at the word of the LORD and died there in the fortieth year after the children of Israel came out of the land of
Egypt, in the first day of the fifth month. Aaron was one hundred and twenty-three years old when he died on Mount Hor.
King Arad the Canaanite, who lived in the south in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the children of Israel.
They set out from Mount Hor and camped in Zalmonah.
They set out from Zalmonah and camped in Punon.
They set out from Punon and camped in Oboth.
They set out from Oboth and camped in Iye Abarim, on the border of Moab.
They set out from Iye Abarim and camped in Dibon Gad.
They set out from Dibon Gad and camped in Almon Diblathaim.
They set out from Almon Diblathaim and camped in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo.

•

They set out from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab near Jordan of Jericho. They camped by
Jordan, from Beth Jeshimoth to Abel Shittim in the plains of Moab.

Instructions for Conquering Canaan: The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho,
saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: When you are crossing over Jordan into the land of Canaan, then
you will drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their carved images, and destroy all
their molded images, and destroy all their high places, and you will drive out the inhabitants of the land and dwell in it,
because I have given you the land to inherit it. You will possess the land by lot for an inheritance among your families,
and to the larger you will give the larger inheritance, and to the smaller you will give the smaller inheritance. Every
man’s inheritance will be in the place where his lot falls. By the tribes of your fathers you will inherit. But if you do not
drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then those whom you let remain will be like thorns in your eyes
and thorns in your sides. They will show hostility to you in the land in which you live. And what I had planned to do to
them, I will do to you.
The Borders of Canaan: And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Command the children of Israel, and say to them: When
you are going into the land of Canaan, this is the land that will fall to you for an inheritance, the land of Canaan with its
borders.
•

Then your south side will be from the Wilderness of Zin along by the border of Edom, and your south border will be the end
of the Dead Sea to the east. And your border will turn from the south to the Ascent of Akrabbim, and continue to Zin, and
the end of it will be from the south to Kadesh Barnea. Then it will continue to Hazar Addar, and pass on to Azmon. And the
border will circle around from Azmon to the Brook of Egypt, and the end of it will be at the Mediterranean Sea.
For the western border, you will have the Mediterranean Sea and its coastline. This will be your western border.
This will be your northern border: From the Mediterranean Sea you will mark a line to Mount Hor; from Mount Hor you will
mark a line of your border to Lebo Hamath, and the limits of the border will be to Zedad. And the border will go on to
Ziphron, and the limits of it will be at Hazar Enan. This will be your northern border.
You will mark a line for your eastern border from Hazar Enan to Shepham. And the border will go down from Shepham to
Riblah, on the east side of Ain, and the border will go down and will reach the side of the Sea of Kinnereth to the east. And
the border will go down to the Jordan, and the limits of it will be at the Dead Sea.
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This will be your land with its borders all around. Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying: This is the land which
you will possess by lot, which the LORD commanded to give to the nine tribes, and to the half-tribe because the tribe of
the children of Reuben by the house of their fathers and the tribe of the children of Gad by the house of their fathers
have received their inheritance, and half the tribe of Manasseh has received their inheritance. The two tribes and the
half-tribe have received their inheritance on this side of the Jordan near Jericho to the east, toward the sunrise.
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: These are the names of the men who will divide the land for you: Eleazar the priest
and Joshua the son of Nun. You will take one leader of each tribe to divide the land by inheritance. These are the names
of the men:
•
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of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh
of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud
of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Kislon
the leader of the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli
the leader of the children of Joseph, for the tribe of the children of Manasseh,
Hanniel the son of Ephod
• the leader of the tribe of the children of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan
• the leader of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnak
• the leader of the tribe of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan
• the leader of the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi
• the leader of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.

These are the ones whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance among the children of Israel in the land of
Canaan.

The Levites’ Cities: And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying: Command the
children of Israel, and they will give to the Levites of the inheritance of their possession cities to dwell in, and you will
give the Levites pasturelands around the city. The cities will be for them to dwell in, and their pasturelands will be for
their livestock, and for their property, and for all their animals The pasturelands of the cities, which you will give to the
Levites, will reach from the wall of the city and beyond one thousand cubits all around. You will measure from without
the city on the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two
thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits, and the city will be in the middle. This will be for them the
pasturelands of the cities.
Cities of Refuge: Among the cities which you will give to the Levites there will be six cities of refuge, which you will
appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee there, and to them you will add forty-two cities. So all the cities which you
will give to the Levites will be forty-eight cities. You will give them with their pasturelands. The cities which you shall give
shall be from the possession of the children of Israel. From the larger tribes you shall give many, and from the smaller
tribes you shall give few. Each tribe, in proportion to the inheritance that it receives, shall give of its cities to the Levites.
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel and say to them: When you are crossing over the Jordan
into the land of Canaan, then you shall designate cities as your cities of refuge, so that a manslayer who unintentionally
kills a person may flee there. The cities will be for you a refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer does not die
until he stands trial before the assembly. The cities which you designate shall be your six cities of refuge. You will give
three cities across the Jordan, and three cities you will give in the land of Canaan, which will be cities of refuge. For the
children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the foreign sojourner among them will be six cities. These will be for a
refuge. Everyone that unintentionally kills any person may flee there.
If he strikes him with an instrument of iron, so that he dies, he is a murderer. The murderer shall surely be put to
death. If he strikes him with a stone in hand, by which he could die, and he dies, he is a murderer. The murderer shall
surely be put to death. Or if he strikes him with a weapon of wood in hand, by which he could die, and he dies, he is a
murderer. The murderer shall surely be put to death. The avenger of blood himself will slay the murderer. When he
meets him, he will slay him. But if he pushed him out of hatred, or threw something at him, lying in wait, so he dies, or in
hatred struck him with his hand, so he died, he that struck him shall surely be put to death, because he is a murderer.
The avenger of blood will slay the murderer when he meets him.
But if he pushed him suddenly without hatred, or threw anything at him without lying in wait, or used a stone that may
cause death, unintentionally throwing it at him, resulting in death, though they were not enemies, and was not trying to
harm him, then the assembly will judge between the manslayer and the avenger of blood according to these
judgments. And the assembly will deliver the manslayer out of the hand of the avenger of blood, and the assembly will
restore him to the city of his refuge where he fled, and he will dwell in it until the death of the high priest, who was
anointed with the holy oil. But if the manslayer will go out at any time beyond the border of the city of his refuge where
he fled, and the avenger of blood finds him outside the borders of the city of his refuge, and the avenger of blood kills
the manslayer, he will not be guilty of blood, because the manslayer should have remained in the city of his refuge until
the death of the high priest. But after the death of the high priest the manslayer may return to the land of his
possession. So these things will be for a statute of judgment to you throughout your generations in all your dwelling
places. Whoever kills a person, the murderer will be put to death by the testimony of witnesses, but one witness will not
testify against a person for death. And you will not take a ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he
will surely be put to death. You will not take a ransom for him who fled to the city of his refuge, that he should come out
again to dwell in the land, until the death of the priest. So you will not defile the land which you are in, because blood
defiles the land, and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood of him that shed
it. So do not defile the land which you are dwelling in, where I am residing, because I the LORD am residing among the
children of Israel.
Marriage of Female Heirs: And the chief fathers of the families of the children of Gilead the son of Makir, the son of
Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spoke before Moses and before the leaders, the chief
fathers of the children of Israel. And they said, “The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot
to the children of Israel, and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to
his daughters. If they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then their inheritance
will be taken from the inheritance of our fathers and will be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they are

married, so will it be taken from the lot of our inheritance. When the jubilee of the children of Israel happens, then their
inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they are married, so their inheritance will be taken
away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.”
Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the LORD, saying: “The tribe of the sons of Joseph has
spoken right. This is the thing which the LORD commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them
marry whom they think best. But they may marry only within a clan of their father’s tribe. So the inheritance of the
children of Israel will not turn from tribe to tribe, because every one of the children of Israel will keep the inheritance of
the tribe of his fathers. Every daughter that possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel will be wife to
one of the families of the tribe of her father, so every man of the children of Israel may enjoy the inheritance of his
fathers. Thus no inheritance will turn from one tribe to another tribe, but every tribe of the children of Israel will keep its
own inheritance.’” Just as the LORD commanded Moses, thus the daughters of Zelophehad did, or Mahlah, Tirzah,
Hoglah, Milkah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to their uncles’ sons. And they were married into
the families of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their
father. These are the commandments and the judgments which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses to the
children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.

The new chapters from Deuteronomy
The Command to Leave Horeb: These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on the other side of the Jordan in
the wilderness, in the plain opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and Dizahab. (It is an
eleven-day journey from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea.)
In the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, Moses spoke to the children of Israel,
according to all that the LORD had commanded him to give to them. It was after he had slain Sihon the king of the
Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, who lived at Ashtaroth in Edrei.
Moses reviews the history of their exodus from the time they first came to the edge of the promised land and the
people rebelled which led them to more years of wandering…
Across the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses began to declare this law, saying: The LORD our God spoke to us in Horeb,
saying, “You have dwelt long enough at this mountain. Turn, and take your journey, and go to the mountains of the
Amorites, and to all their neighbors, in the plain, in the mountains and in the lowland, in the Negev and by the seacoast,
to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the River Euphrates. See, I have set the land
before you. Go in and possess the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give to them
and to their descendants after them.”
I spoke to you at that time, saying, “I am not able to bear you by myself. The LORD your God has multiplied you, and
surely you are this day as numerous as the stars of heaven. May the LORD, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand
times more numerous and bless you, just as He has promised you! How can I myself bear your load and your burden and
your strife? Choose wise, discerning, and knowing men, among your tribes, and I will appoint them as leaders over you.”
You answered me, and said, “The thing which you have said is good for us to do.” So I took the leaders of your tribes,
wise and well-known men, and appointed them as leaders over you, leaders over thousands, and leaders over hundreds,
and leaders over fifties, and leaders over tens, and officers among your tribes. I charged your judges at that time, saying,
“Hear the issues between your countrymen, and judge righteously between every man and his fellow countryman, and
the foreigner that is with him. You shall not show partiality in judgment, but you shall hear the small as well as the great.
You shall not be afraid in any man’s presence, for the judgment is God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you shall
bring it to me, and I will hear it.” At that time, I commanded you all the things you should do.
When we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible wilderness, which you saw by the way of the
mountain of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us, and we came to Kadesh Barnea. I said to you, “You have
come to the mountains of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving to us. See, the LORD your God has set the land

before you. Go up and possess it, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, spoke to you. Do not fear or be discouraged.”
So all of you came near to me and said, “Let us send men before us, so that they shall scout out the land, and bring back
to us word concerning what way we should go up and into what cities we shall come.” The thing pleased me, and I took
twelve men from you, one out of each tribe. They turned and went up into the hill country and came to the Valley of
Eshkol and scouted it out. They took the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down to us, and brought us word
again, and said, “It is a good land which the LORD our God is giving us.” Yet you were not willing to go up but rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD your God. You murmured in your tents, and said, “Because the LORD hates us, He
has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us. Where shall we go up?
Our brothers have discouraged our hearts, saying, ‘The people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and
walled up to heaven. And moreover, we have seen the sons of the Anakites there.’”
Then I said to you, “Do not be terrified, or afraid of them. The LORD your God who goes before you, He shall fight for
you, just as all that He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, and in the wilderness, where you saw how the LORD your
God carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went, until you came to this place.” Yet in this thing you
did not believe the LORD your God, who went in the way before you, to find you a place to pitch your tents, in fire by
night and in a cloud by day, to show you by what way you should go. The LORD heard the sound of your words, and was
angry, and vowed, saying, “Not one of these men of this evil generation will see the good land which I swore to give to
your fathers. The exception will be Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him I will give the land upon
which he has walked, and to his children, because he has wholly followed the LORD.” Also the LORD was angry with me on
your account, saying, “You also shall not go in. But Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in.
Encourage him, for he will cause Israel to inherit it. Moreover, your little ones, who you said would be a prey, and your
children, who in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in, and to them will I give it, and they
shall possess it. But as for you, turn around, and take your journey into the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.”
Then you answered and said to me, “We have sinned against the LORD. We will go up and fight, just as the LORD our God
commanded us.” So each of you girded on his weapons of war and you thought it easy to go up into the hill country.
Then the LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Do not go up nor fight, for I am not among you; lest you be defeated before your
enemies.’” So I spoke to you, but you would not listen. Instead, you rebelled against the commandment of the LORD and
went presumptuously up into the hill country. The Amorites, who lived in the hill country, came out against you, and
chased you as bees do, and destroyed you in Seir as far as Hormah. Then you returned and wept before the LORD, but
the LORD would neither listen to your voice nor give ear to you. So you dwelt in Kadesh many days, according to the days
you dwelt there.
Then we turned, and set out toward the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, as the LORD spoke to me, and we circled
Mount Seir for many days. Then the LORD spoke to me, saying, “You have circled this mountain long enough. Now turn
north. Command the people, saying: You are to pass through the territory of your brothers the children of Esau, who
dwell in Seir, and they shall be afraid of you. So carefully watch yourselves. Do not provoke them, for I will not give you
any of their land, no, not so much as a footprint, because I have given Mount Seir to Esau for a possession. You may buy
food from them with money so that you may eat, and you may also buy water from them with money so that you may
drink. “For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the works of your hands. He knows your wanderings through this
great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing.”
So we passed by our brothers, the children of Esau, who lived in Seir, through the way of the plain from Elath and from
Ezion Geber, and we turned and passed by the way of the Wilderness of Moab. The LORD said to me, “Do not harass the
Moabites, nor contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for a possession, because I have given
Ar to the children of Lot as a possession.” (The Emites lived there in times past, a people as great and as many and as tall
as the Anakites. These people, as well as the Anakites, also were regarded as giants, but the Moabites call them
Emites. The Horites also formerly lived in Seir, but the children of Esau dispossessed and destroyed them, and settled
there in their place, just as Israel did to the land of its possession, which the LORD gave to them.)
“Cross over the Zered Valley.” So we went over the Zered Valley. Now the length of time it took for us to come to
Kadesh Barnea until we crossed over the brook Zered was thirty-eight years, until all the generation of the men of war
perished from among the army, just as the LORD swore to them. For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to
destroy them from among their midst, until they were gone. So it came to pass, when all the men of war were gone and
dead from among the people, then the LORD spoke to me, saying, “Today, you are to pass over through Ar, the border of

Moab. When you come close to the Ammonites, do not harass them or provoke them, for I will not give you any of the
land of the Ammonites as a possession, because I have given it to the children of Lot for a possession. (That also is
considered the land of giants. Giants formerly lived there, but the Ammonites call them Zamzummites. They were a
great people, as numerous and tall as the Anakites. But the LORD destroyed them before the Ammonites. Then they
dispossessed them and lived in their place, just as He had done for the children of Esau, who lived in Seir, when He
destroyed the Horites from before them, and they dispossessed them, and lived in their place even to this day. And the
Avvites, who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the Caphtorites, who came out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and lived in
their place.) Arise, set out, and cross the River Arnon. See, I have given Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land
into your hand. Begin to possess it and contend with him in battle. This day I will begin to put the dread of you and the
fear of you on the nations that are under the whole heaven, who shall hear the report of you, and shall tremble, and be
in anguish because of you.”
I sent messengers out of the Wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon, king of Heshbon, with words of peace, saying, “Let me
pass through your land. I will only go on the main road. I will not turn aside to the right or the left. You shall sell me food
for money so that I may eat, and give me water for money so that I may drink, only allow me to pass through on
foot, just as the children of Esau who dwell in Seir and the Moabites who dwell in Ar did for me, until I pass over the
Jordan into the land which the LORD our God is giving us.” But Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let us pass by him, for
the LORD your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, so that He might deliver him into your hand as he is
to this day. The LORD said to me, “See, I have begun to give Sihon and his land to you. Begin to possess it, so that you
may inherit his land.” Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz. Then the LORD our God
delivered him over to us, and we struck him down with his sons and all his people. We took all his cities at that time and
utterly destroyed the men, the women, and the children of every city. We left no survivors. We took only the livestock
for plunder and the spoils of the cities which we took. From Aroer, which is on the bank of the River Arnon, and from the
city that is in the valley, all the way to Gilead, there was not one city too strong for us. The LORD our God delivered all to
us. Only you did not come near the land of the Ammonites, nor to any place on the River Jabbok, nor to the cities in the
hill country, nor to any place the LORD our God had forbidden us.
Then we turned and went up the way to Bashan, and Og, the king of Bashan, came out against us, he and all his people,
to battle at Edrei. Then the LORD said to me, “Do not fear him, for I will deliver him and all his people and his land into
your hand; and you shall do to him as you did to Sihon, king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.” So the LORD, our
God, delivered Og, the king of Bashan, with all his people, into our hands also, and we struck him down until there was
no survivor remaining. We took all his cities at that time. There was not a city which we did not take from them: sixty
cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. All these cities were fortified with high walls, gates, and
bars, besides a great many rural towns. We utterly destroyed them, as we did to Sihon, king of Heshbon, utterly
destroying the men, women, and children of every city. But we took all the livestock and the spoil of the cities as plunder
for ourselves. So at that time we took from the hand of the two kings of the Amorites the land that was across the
Jordan, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon (the Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites call it Senir), all the
cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bashan, as far as Salekah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. For
only Og, king of Bashan, remained of the remnant of the giants. (Notably, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron. Is it not in
Rabbah of the children of Ammon? It is nine cubits long and four cubits wide,[b] according to the cubit of a man.)
This is the land which we possessed at that time from Aroer, which is by the River Arnon, and half the hill country of
Gilead and its cities I gave to the Reubenites and to the Gadites. The rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I
gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (All the region of Argob, with all Bashan, was called the land of giants. Jair, the son of
Manasseh, took all the region of Argob, that is, Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maakathites, and
called the villages after his own name, Havvoth Jair, as it is to this day.) I gave Gilead to Makir. To the Reubenites and to
the Gadites I gave the territory from Gilead even as far as the stream bed of the River Arnon, half the valley as the
border to the River Jabbok, which is the border of the Ammonites; the plain also, with the Jordan as the border, from
Kinnereth as far as the east side of the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea), below the slopes of Pisgah.
Then I commanded you at that time, saying, “The LORD your God has given you this land to possess it. All you men of
valor shall pass over armed before your brothers, the children of Israel. But your wives and your little ones, and your
livestock (for I know that you have much livestock) shall remain in your cities which I have given you until the LORD has
given rest to your brothers, as well as to you, and until they also possess the land which the LORD your God has given
them beyond the Jordan. Then each of you shall return to his possession which I have given you.”

I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, “Your eyes have seen all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings.
So shall the LORD do to all the kingdoms where you pass. Do not fear them, for the LORD your God, He shall fight for you.”
I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, “O LORD God, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness, and
Your mighty hand, for what god is there in heaven or in earth that can do according to Your works and according to Your
might? Let me, I pray, go over and see the good land that is beyond the Jordan, that good hill country, and Lebanon.”
But the LORD was angry with me because of you and would not listen to me, and the LORD said to me, “Enough of that!
Speak to Me no more of this matter. Get up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes to the west and north and south
and east, and see it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan. But charge Joshua and encourage him and
strengthen him, for he shall cross over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will
see.” So we remained in the valley over against Beth Peor.

Moses Commands Obedience: Now therefore, listen, O Israel, to the statutes and to the judgments which I am teaching
you to do, so that you may live; and go in and possess the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving
you. You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor shall you take anything from it, so that you may
keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal
Peor; for the LORD your God has destroyed from among you all the men who followed Baal of Peor. But you who held
fast to the LORD your God are alive to this day, every one of you. See, I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as
the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do so in the land where you are entering to possess it. Therefore,
keep and do them, for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations which shall hear all these
statutes, and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” For what nation is there so great, who
has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is in all things whenever we call on Him? And what nation is there so great
that has statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I am setting before you today? Only give heed to
yourself and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes have seen and lest they depart from
your heart all the days of your life; but teach them to your sons, and your grandsons. Especially concerning the day you
stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when the LORD said to me, “Gather the people together to Me, so that I will
let them hear My words so that they may learn to fear Me all the days they shall live on the earth, and so that they may
teach their children.” Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned with fire up
to the midst of heaven, with darkness, a cloud, a thick cloud. Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You
heard the sound of the words but saw no form—only a voice was heard. He declared to you His covenant, which He
commanded you to perform, even the Ten Commandments, and He wrote them on two tablets of
stone. The LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, so that you might do them in the
land which you are crossing over to possess.
Idolatry Forbidden: Give good care to yourselves, for you saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to you in Horeb
from the midst of the fire, lest you corrupt yourselves and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure,
the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that flies in
the air, the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters beneath the
earth. And beware, lest you lift up your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all
the host of heaven, you are led astray and worship them, and serve them, that which the LORD your God has allotted to
all nations under the whole heaven. But the LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, from Egypt, to
be to Him a people of inheritance, as you are today.
Furthermore, the LORD was angry with me because of you and swore that I should not cross over the Jordan, and that I
would not go into that good land which the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. So I must die in this land. I
shall not cross over the Jordan, but you shall go over and possess that good land. Watch yourselves, so that you do not
forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which He made with you, and make yourself a graven image or the likeness of
anything as the LORD your God has forbidden you. For the LORD your God is a consuming fire. He is a jealous God. When
you produce children and grandchildren and you have remained a long time in the land, and you corrupt yourselves and
make a graven image, or the likeness of anything, and do evil in the sight of the LORD your God, to provoke Him to
anger, I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will surely and suddenly perish from off the land
that you are going across the Jordan to possess. You will not prolong your days on it but shall be completely

destroyed. The LORD shall scatter you among the peoples, and you shall be left few in number among the nations where
the LORD shall lead you. There you will serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear
nor eat nor smell. But if from there you will seek the LORD your God, you will find Him, if you seek Him with all your heart
and with all your soul. When you are in distress and all these things come upon you, even in the latter days, if you turn
to the LORD your God and shall be obedient to His voice (for the LORD your God is a merciful God), He will not abandon
you or destroy you or forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them. Indeed, ask about the days that are
past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heavens to the
other, whether there has ever been any such thing as this great thing, or has anything like it ever been heard? Has a
people ever heard the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and lived? Or has God ever
tried to take for Himself a nation from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and
by a mighty hand, and by a stretched-out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did for you in
Egypt before your eyes?
To you it was shown so that you might know that the LORD, He is God. There is no one else besides Him. Out of heaven
He let you hear His voice so that He might instruct you, and on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His
words out of the midst of the fire. Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them and
personally brought you out of Egypt with His mighty power to drive out nations from before you greater and mightier
than you are, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is today. Know therefore today, and consider
it in your heart, that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other. Therefore, you shall
keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you this day, so that it may go well with you and with your
children after you, and so that you may prolong your days in the land, which the LORD your God gives you, forever.
Cities of Refuge: Then Moses set apart three cities across the Jordan, toward the east, that the manslayer might flee
there, that is, anyone who killed his neighbor unintentionally without hating him in time past could flee to one of these
cities and live: Bezer in the wilderness in the plateau of the Reubenites, and Ramoth in Gilead of the Gadites, and Golan
in Bashan of the Manassites.

The Law
Introduction to the Law: This is the law which Moses set before the children of Israel. These are the testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances which Moses spoke to the children of Israel, after they came out of Egypt, on this side of
the Jordan, in the valley over against Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon, whom
Moses and the children of Israel struck down, after they had come out of Egypt. They possessed his land, and the land of
Og, king of Bashan, the two kings of the Amorites, who were across the Jordan toward the east, from Aroer, which is by
the edge of the River Arnon, even as far as Mount Sion (that is, Hermon), with all the Arabah across the Jordan to the
east, even to the sea of the Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah.
The Ten Commandments: Then Moses called all Israel and said to them: Hear, O Israel, the statutes and ordinances
which I am speaking in your hearing today, so that you may learn them, and keep, and do them. The LORD our God made
a covenant with us in Horeb. The LORD did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, we who are living now
and here today. The LORD talked with you face to face on the mountain from the midst of the fire. I stood between
the LORD and you at that time to declare to you the word of the LORD; for you were afraid because of the fire and would
not go up to the mountain.
He said: I am the LORD, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.
•
•

You shall have no other gods before Me.
You shall not make yourself any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth; you shall not bow down to them, nor serve them.
For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands of them that love Me and keep
My commandments.
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not exonerate anyone who takes His
name in vain.
Keep the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, just as the LORD your God has commanded you. Six days you shall labor
and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work:
you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your ox, nor your
donkey, nor any of your livestock, nor the foreigner that is within your gates, so that your male servant and your
female servant may rest as well as you. Remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and that
the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore your
God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.
Honor your father and your mother, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days may be
prolonged, and that it may go well with you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor shall you covet your neighbor’s house, his field, his male servant,
his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

These are the words the LORD spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out from the midst of the fire, the cloud, and
the thick darkness with a great voice, and He added no more. He wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to
me. When you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain did burn with fire, you came near to
me, all the heads of your tribes, and your elders. You said, “See, the LORD our God has shown us His glory and His
greatness, and we have heard His voice from the midst of the fire. We have seen this day that God speaks with man, yet
he lives. Now, therefore, why should we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the LORD our God
anymore, then we will die. For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the
midst of the fire, as we have, and lived? Go near and hear all that the LORD our God will say. Then speak to us all that
the LORD our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.”
The LORD heard the sound of your words when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me, “I have heard the sound of the
words of this people which they have spoken to you. They have done well in all that they have spoken. O that there
were such a heart in them that they would fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with
them and with their children forever! Go say to them, ‘Return to your tents.’ But as for you, stand here by Me, so that I
may speak to you all the commandments, and the statutes, and the ordinances which you shall teach them, that they
may keep them in the land which I am giving them to possess.” Therefore, be careful to do as the LORD your God has
commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. You shall walk in all the ways which
the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may
prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.
The Greatest Commandment: Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances which the LORD your
God commanded to teach you, so that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, so that
you might fear the LORD your God in order to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you—you,
and your son, and your grandson—all the days of your life, so that your days may be prolonged. Hear therefore, O Israel,
and be careful to do it, so that it may be well with you and so that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD the God of your
fathers has promised you in the land that flows with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God. The LORD is
one! And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These
words, which I am commanding you today, shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children and
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise
up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them
on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Then it shall be when the LORD your God brings you into the land which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, to give you great and fine cities, which you did not build, and houses full of all good things which you did not fill,
and hewn cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are
full, then beware lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You
shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him and shall swear by His name. You shall not go after other gods, the gods of
the people which surround you (for the LORD your God is a jealous God among you). Otherwise the anger of
the LORD your God will be inflamed against you and destroy you from off the face of the earth. You shall not tempt
the LORD your God, as you tempted Him in Massah. You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God,
and His testimonies and His statutes which He has commanded you. You shall do what is right and good in the sight of
the LORD that it may be well with you and that you may go in and possess the good land which the LORD swore to your
fathers, 1 to drive out all your enemies before you, just as the LORD has spoken. When your son asks you in time to come,
saying, “What do the testimonies and the statutes and the judgments mean which the LORD our God has commanded
you?” then you shall say to your son, “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a
mighty hand. And the LORD showed great and devastating signs and wonders upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his
household before our eyes. He brought us out from there, so that He might bring us in, to give us the land which He
swore to our fathers. The LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always,
that He might preserve us, as He has to this day. It will be our righteousness if we are careful to keep all these
commandments before the LORD our God, just as He has commanded us.”
The Chosen People: When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you are entering to possess and has driven
out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites
and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than you, and when the LORD your God delivers
them before you and you strike them down, then you must utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them
nor show mercy to them. What is more, you shall not intermarry with them. You shall not give your daughters to their
sons or take their daughters for your sons. For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods.
Then the anger of the LORD will be inflamed against you, and He will quickly destroy you. But this is how you shall deal
with them: You shall destroy their altars and break down their images and cut down their Asherim and burn their graven
images with fire. For you are a holy people to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be His special
people, treasured above all peoples who are on the face of the earth. The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose
you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all the peoples. But it is
because the LORD loved you and because He kept the oath which He swore to your fathers. The LORD brought you out
with a mighty hand and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Know
therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps covenant and mercy with them who love Him
and keep His commandments to a thousand generations, yet He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy
them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him. He will repay him to his face. Therefore keep the commandments
and the statutes and the judgments which I command you today, by doing them.
If you listen to these judgments, keep them, and do them, then the LORD your God shall keep with you the covenant and
the mercy which He swore to your fathers. He will love you and bless you and multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of
your womb and the fruit of your land, your grain, and your wine, and your oil, the increase of your herd and the young
of your flock, in the land which He swore to your fathers to give you. You shall be blessed above all peoples. There will
not be male or female barren among you or among your livestock. The LORD will take away from you all sickness, and will
afflict you with none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which you know, but will lay them on all those who hate you. You
must consume all the peoples whom the LORD your God will deliver to you. Your eye shall have no pity on them, nor shall
you serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you.
If you say in your heart, “These nations are greater than I—how can I dispossess them?” you shall not be afraid of them.
You must surely remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, the great trials which your eyes saw,
and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the stretched-out arm, by which the LORD your God brought
you out. So the LORD your God will do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. Moreover, the LORD your God will send
the hornet among them, until they who are left and hide themselves from you perish. You must not be frightened of
them, for the LORD your God is among you, a great and awesome God. The LORD your God will drive out those nations
before you, little by little. You will not be able to destroy them all at once, lest the beasts of the field become too
numerous for you. But the LORD your God will deliver them to you and will throw them into a great confusion until they

are destroyed. He will deliver their kings into your hand so that you may erase their names from under heaven. No man
will be able to stand before you until you have destroyed them. You must burn the graven images of their gods with fire.
You must not desire the silver or gold that is on them nor take any of it, lest you be snared by them, for it is an
abomination to the LORD your God. You shall not bring an abomination into your house, lest you become cursed like it,
but you must absolutely detest and abhor it, for it is a cursed thing.
Remember the LORD Your God: You must carefully keep all the commandments that I am commanding you today, so
that you may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD swore to your fathers. You must
remember that the LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you, and to prove
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. He humbled you and let you
suffer hunger, and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you
know that man does not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.
Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your feet swell these forty years. You must also consider in your heart
that, as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. Therefore, you must keep the commandments of
the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and springs that flow out of valleys and hills, a land of wheat, barley, vines, fig trees, and
pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, in which you will not lack
anything, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you may dig copper. When you have eaten and are full,
then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you. Beware that you do not forget
the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, and His judgments, and His statutes, which I am commanding
you today. Otherwise, when you have eaten and are full and have built and occupied good houses, and when your herds
and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, then your heart will
become proud and you will forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
slavery, who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, where there were fiery serpents and scorpions and
drought, where there was no water, who brought forth for you water out of the rock of flint, who fed you in the
wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might prove you, to do
good for you in the end. Otherwise, you may say in your heart, “My power and the might of my hand have gained me
this wealth.” But you must remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to get wealth, so that He
may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is today. If you ever forget the LORD your God and go
after other gods and serve them and worship them, then I testify against you today that you will surely perish. Just like
the nations which the LORD will destroy before you, so shall you perish because you would not be obedient to the voice
of the LORD your God.
Hear, O Israel! You are to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to possess nations greater and mightier than you, great
cities fortified up to heaven, a great and tall people, the children of the Anakites, whom you know and of whom you
have heard it said, “Who can stand before the children of Anak?” Understand therefore today that the LORD your God is
He who goes over before you as a consuming fire. He shall destroy them and shall bring them down before you, so that
you drive them out and destroy them quickly, as the LORD has spoken to you. Do not say in your heart, after
the LORD your God has driven them out before you, “On account of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to
possess this land,” but it is because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD is driving them out before you. It is not
because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you enter to possess their land, but because of the
wickedness of these nations that the LORD your God drives them out before you, and that He may fulfill the word which
the LORD swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Understand, therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving
you this good land to possess on account of your righteousness, for you are a stubborn people.
Remember, and do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness. From the day that you
departed out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD. Also in Horeb
you provoked the LORD to wrath, so that the LORD was angry enough with you to destroy you. When I went up into the
mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which the LORD made with you, then I remained on
the mountain forty days and forty nights. I did not eat bread or drink water. The LORD delivered to me two tablets of
stone, written with the finger of God, and on them was written all the words which the LORD spoke to you at the
mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly. At the end of forty days and forty nights, the LORD gave
me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. Then the LORD said to me, “Arise, go down from here quickly,

for your people whom you brought out of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They are quickly turned aside from the way
which I commanded them. They have made a molded image for themselves.”
Furthermore the LORD spoke to me, saying, “I have seen this people, and indeed, they are a stubborn people. Let Me
alone, so that I may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven, and I will make of you a nation mightier
and greater than they.” So I returned and came down from the mount, and the mount burned with fire, and the two
tablets of the covenant were in my two hands. I looked, and indeed, you had sinned against the LORD your God and had
made yourselves a molded calf. You had quickly turned aside out of the way which the LORD had commanded you. I took
the two tablets and threw them out of my two hands and broke them before your eyes. I fell down before the LORD, as
at the first, forty days and forty nights. I did not eat bread or drink water because of all your sins which you committed,
doing what was wicked in the sight of the LORD to provoke Him to anger. For I was afraid of the anger and hot
displeasure with which the LORD was wrathful against you to destroy you. But the LORD listened to me at that time
also. The LORD was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him, so I also prayed for Aaron at the same time. I took your sin,
the calf which you had made, and burned it with fire, and crushed it, and ground it very small until it was as small as
dust. Then I threw the dust into the brook that descended down from the mountain. Also at Taberah and at Massah and
at Kibroth Hattaavah you provoked the LORD to wrath. Likewise when the LORD sent you from Kadesh Barnea, saying,
“Go up and possess the land which I have given you,” then you rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your
God, and you did not believe Him or listen to His voice. You have been rebellious against the LORD from the day I knew
you. So I fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights; I fell down because the LORD had said He would destroy
you. I prayed therefore to the LORD, and said, “O Lord GOD, do not destroy Your people, Your inheritance, which You
have redeemed through Your greatness, which You have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Remember Your
servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do not look at the stubbornness of this people or at their wickedness or their
sin. Otherwise, the land from which You brought us may say, ‘Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land
which He promised them and because He hated them, He has brought them out to slay them in the wilderness.’ Yet they
are Your people, Your inheritance, whom You brought out by Your mighty power and by Your stretched-out arm.”
At that time the LORD said to me, “Cut out for yourself two tablets of stone like the first and come up to Me onto the
mountain and make an ark of wood for yourself. I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets which
you broke, and you shall put them in the ark.” So I made an ark of acacia wood and cut out two tablets of stone just like
the first and went up onto the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. He wrote on the tablets just like the first
writing, the Ten Commandments which the LORD spoke to you at the mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of
the assembly, and the LORD gave them to me. I turned around and came down from the mountain and put the tablets in
the ark which I had made, and there they are, just as the LORD commanded me. (The children of Israel set out from
Beeroth of the sons of Jaakan to Moserah. There Aaron died and was buried, and his son Eleazar ministered in the
priest’s office in his place. From there they journeyed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of rivers of
waters. At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before
the LORD to minister to Him, and to bless in His name, to this day. Therefore, Levi has no portion or inheritance with his
brothers. The LORD is his inheritance, just as the LORD your God promised him.) As for me, I stayed on the mountain like
the first time, forty days and forty nights, and the LORD listened to me at that time also. The LORD was not willing to
destroy you. The LORD said to me, “Arise, take your journey before the people, so that they may go in and possess the
land which I swore to give to their fathers.”
The Essence of the Law: Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk
in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, to keep the
commandments of the LORD and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good? Indeed, heaven and the
highest heavens belong to the LORD your God, also the earth with all that is in it. The LORD delighted only in your fathers,
to love them; and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all people, as it is today. Therefore, circumcise
your heart, and do not be stubborn anymore. For the LORD your God is the God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty, and the fearsome God who is unbiased and takes no bribe. He executes the judgment of the orphan and the
widow and loves the foreigner, giving him food and clothing. Therefore, love the foreigner, for you were foreigners in
the land of Egypt. You must fear the LORD your God. You must serve Him and cling to Him and swear by His name. He is
your praise, and He is your God, who has done for you these great and fearsome things which your eyes have seen. Your

fathers went down into Egypt with seventy people, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars
of heaven.
Love and Obey: You must love the LORD your God and keep His charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and His
commandments always. Know this day that I am not speaking with your children who have not known and who have not
seen the discipline of the LORD your God, His greatness, His mighty hand, and His outstretched arm, and His signs and His
works which He did in the midst of Egypt to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and to all his land, and what He did to the army
of Egypt, to their horses, and to their chariots, when He made the water of the Red Sea to flow over them as they
pursued after you, and how the LORD utterly destroyed them, and what He did to you in the wilderness until you came to
this place, and what He did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben, when the earth opened its
mouth and swallowed them up, their households, their tents, and everything that was in their possession, in the midst
of all Israel. But your eyes have seen all the great deeds of the LORD which He did. Therefore you must keep all the
commandments which I am commanding you today, so that you may be strong and go in and possess the land which
you are going to possess; and that you may prolong your days in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers to give to
them and to their descendants, a land flowing with milk and honey. For the land which you are entering to possess is not
like the land of Egypt from where you came, where you sowed your seed and watered it with your foot like a vegetable
garden, but the land, which you are entering to possess, is a land of hills and valleys and drinks water from the rain of
heaven, a land for which the LORD your God cares. The eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from the beginning of
the year even to the end of the year.
It will be, if you will diligently obey My commandments which I am commanding you today, to love the LORD your God,
and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, then I will give you the rain of your land in its season, the
early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. I will provide grass in your
fields for your livestock, that you may eat and be full.
Take heed to yourselves that your heart be not deceived, and you turn away and serve other gods and worship
them. Then the LORD’s wrath will be inflamed against you, and He will shut up the heavens so that there will be no rain
and the land will not yield its fruit, and you will quickly perish from the good land which the LORD is giving
you. Therefore, you must fix these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand,
so that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you
sit in your house and when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the days of heaven on the earth. For if you diligently keep
all these commandments which I am commanding you to do—to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, and to
hold fast to Him— then the LORD will drive out all these nations from before you, and you will dispossess nations greater
and mightier than you. Every place where the soles of your feet tread will be yours. Your border will be from the
wilderness to Lebanon, from the river, the River Euphrates, as far as the Mediterranean Sea. No man will be able to
resist you, for the LORD your God shall lay the fear of you and the dread of you on all the land where you shall tread, just
as He has spoken to you.
See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing if you obey the commandments of the LORD your
God, which I am commanding you today, and the curse, if you will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God,
but turn from the way which I am commanding you today, to go after other gods which you have not known. Now it
shall be, when the LORD your God has brought you into the land which you are entering to possess, that you shall put the
blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. Are they not on the other side of the Jordan, west where the
sun goes down, in the land of the Canaanites, who dwell in the plain opposite Gilgal, beside the oaks of Moreh? For you
will cross over the Jordan to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and you will possess it, and
dwell in it. You must be careful to do all the statutes and judgments which I am setting before you today.
The One Place of Worship: These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to observe in the land,
which the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth. You must
utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you will possess served their gods, on the high mountains, and on
the hills, and under every green tree. And you shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their
Asherah poles[e] with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images of their gods, and eliminate their names out of

that place. You shall not act this way toward the LORD your God. But you must seek only the place which the LORD your
God shall choose out of all your tribes to establish His name, and there you must go. There you shall bring your burnt
offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the offerings of your hand, your vows, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of
your herds and of your flocks. There you must eat before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice in all that you put
your hand to, you and your households, where the LORD your God has blessed you. You are not to do all the things that
we are doing here today, where every man does whatever is right in his own eyes. For you have not yet come to the rest
and to the inheritance which the LORD your God has given you. But when you cross the Jordan, and dwell in the land
which the LORD your God has given you to inherit, and when He gives you rest from all your enemies round about, so
that you dwell in safety, then there will be a place which the LORD your God will choose to cause His name to dwell.
There you must bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, the offering of your
hand, and all your choice vows which you vow to the LORD. You will rejoice before the LORD your God, you, your sons,
your daughters, your male servants, your female servants, and the Levite who is within your gates, for he has no portion
or inheritance with you. Be careful that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every place that you see. Rather, in the
place which the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, there you must offer your burnt offerings, and there you must do
all that I command you.
Notwithstanding, you may kill and eat meat within all your gates, whatever your heart desires, according to the blessing
of the LORD your God which He has given you. The unclean and the clean may eat of it, of the gazelle and of the
deer, only you must not eat the blood. You shall pour it on the ground like water. You may not eat within your gates the
tithe of your grain, your wine, your oil, the firstborn of your herds or of your flock, any of your vows which you vow, your
freewill offerings, or the offering of your hand. Rather you must eat them before the LORD your God in the place which
the LORD your God will choose—you, your son, your daughter, your male servant, your female servant, and the Levite
that is within your gates—and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God in all that you undertake to do. Take heed to
yourself that you do not forsake the Levite as long as you live on the earth. When the LORD your God shall enlarge your
border as He has promised you, and you say, “I will eat meat,” because you desire to eat meat, then you may eat as
much meat as your heart desires. If the place which the LORD your God has chosen to put His name is too far from you,
then you shall kill of your herd and of your flock, which the LORD has given you, as I have commanded you, and you must
eat in your gates whatever your heart desires. Even as the gazelle and the deer are eaten, so you shall eat them. The
unclean and the clean shall eat of them alike. Only be sure that you do not eat the blood. For the blood is the life, and
you may not eat the life with the meat. You must not eat it. You must pour it on the ground like water. You must not eat
it, so that it may go well with you and with your children after you, when you do that which is right in the sight of
the LORD. You shall take only your holy things which you have, along with your vows, and go to the place which
the LORD shall choose. You must offer your burnt offerings, the meat and the blood, on the altar of the LORD your God,
and the blood of your sacrifices will be poured out on the altar of the LORD your God, and you shall eat the
meat. Observe and hear all these words which I command you, so that it may go well with you and with your children
after you forever, when you do that which is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God. When the LORD your God
shall cut off the nations from before you, where you go to possess them, and you dispossess them, and dwell in their
land, take heed to yourself so that you are not ensnared by following them, after they have been destroyed before you,
and that you not inquire after their gods, saying, “How did these nations serve their gods? Even so I will do
likewise.” You shall not do so to the LORD your God, for every abomination to the LORD, which He hates, they have done
to their gods. They have even burned their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods. Whatever I command you,
be careful to do it. You shall not add to it or take away from it.
Idolatry: If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the
wonder comes to pass concerning that which he spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after other gods,” which you have not
known, “and let us serve them,” you must not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for
the LORD your God is testing you, to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul. You must follow after the LORD your God, fear Him, and keep His commandments, obey His voice, and you must
serve Him, and cling to Him. That prophet or that dreamer of dreams must be put to death because he has spoken in
order to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the
house of bondage, to entice you away from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you must
put the evil away from your midst. If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son, or your daughter, or your
beloved wife, or your friend, who is as your own soul, entices you secretly, saying, “Let us go and serve other gods,”

which you have not known, neither you nor your fathers, 7 namely, of the gods of the people who are all around you,
near you or far away from you, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth, you shall not consent to him or
listen to him, neither should your eye pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him, but you must surely kill him. Your
hand must be first upon him to put him to death, and afterwards, the hand of all the people. You shall stone him with
stones so that he dies because he has sought to entice you away from the LORD your God who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. All Israel shall hear and fear and no more do any such wickedness as this
among you. If you hear it said in one of your cities, in which the LORD your God has given you to dwell, saying, “Certain
men, the sons of wickedness, are gone out from among you and have seduced the inhabitants of their city, saying, ‘Let
us go and serve other gods,’” which you have not known, then you shall inquire, search out, and ask diligently. If it be
true and certain that such an abomination has been among you, you shall surely put the inhabitants of that city to the
sword, utterly destroying it, all that is in it and its livestock—with the edge of the sword. You must gather all the spoils of
it into the middle of the street and burn the city with fire along with all the spoils within it for the LORD your God, and it
will be a heap forever. It must not be rebuilt. Nothing of the cursed thing there must cling to your hand, so that
the LORD may turn from the fierceness of His anger and show you mercy, have compassion on you, and multiply you, just
as He swore to your fathers, if you listen to the voice of the LORD your God, to keep all His commandments which I
command you today, and do that which is right in the eyes of the LORD your God.
Clean and Unclean Food: You are the sons of the LORD your God. You shall not cut yourselves or make any baldness
between your eyes for the dead. For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a
peculiar people to Himself, treasured above all the nations that are on the earth. You must not eat any detestable
thing. These are the animals which you may eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat, the deer, the gazelle, the fallow deer,
the wild goat, and the ibex, and the antelope, and the mountain sheep. You may eat every animal with divided hooves,
with the hoof divided into two parts, and that chews the cud. Nevertheless, you may not eat of these that chew the cud,
or of them that divide the hoof: the camel, the rabbit, and the coney. For they chew the cud, but their hoof is not
divided, therefore they are unclean to you. The pig is unclean to you because it divides the hoof, yet it does not chew
the cud. You must not eat of their flesh or touch their dead carcass. These you shall eat of all that are in the water: All
that have fins and scales you may eat. Whatever does not have fins and scales you may not eat. It is unclean to you. You
may eat of all clean birds. However, these are the ones which you cannot eat: the eagle, the vulture, the buzzard, the
red kite, the falcon, and the kite after its kind, every raven after its kind, and the ostrich, the owl, the seagull, and the
hawk after its kind, the little owl, and the great owl, and the white owl, the pelican, the carrion vulture, and the
cormorant, the stork, and the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, and the bat. Every creeping thing that flies is unclean
to you. They must not be eaten. You may eat all the clean birds. You must not eat of anything that dies of itself, but you
may give it to the foreigner that is in your gates, so that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner, for you are a holy
people to the LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.
Tithes: You must be certain to tithe all the produce of your seed, so that the field produces year by year. You must eat
before the LORD your God, in the place in which He shall choose to place His name, the tithe of your grain, of your wine,
of your oil, and of the firstborn of your herds and of your flocks so that you may learn to always fear the LORD your
God. If the distance is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry it, because the place is too far from you, where
the LORD your God shall choose to set His name, when the LORD your God blesses you, then you shall exchange it for
money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place which the LORD your God shall choose. Then you may
spend that money for whatever your heart desires, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for
whatever your heart desires, and you may eat there before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice, you, and your
household, and the Levite that is within your gates. You must not forsake him, for he has no portion or inheritance with
you. At the end of three years you must bring forth all the tithe of your produce the same year and lay it up within your
gates. Then the Levite (because he has no portion or inheritance with you), the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow,
who are within your gates, shall come and shall eat and be satisfied, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the
work of your hand which you do.
The Sabbatical Year: At the end of every seven years you shall grant a relinquishing of debts. This is the manner of the
relinquishing: Every creditor that has loaned anything to his neighbor shall relinquish it. He shall not exact it of his
neighbor, or of his brother, because it is called the LORD’s relinquishment. You may collect it from a foreigner, but that
which your brother has that is yours your hand shall release. However, there will be no poor among you, for

the LORD will greatly bless you in the land which the LORD your God has given you for an inheritance to possess, if only
you carefully obey the voice of the LORD your God, by carefully observing all these commandments which I command
you today. For the LORD your God will bless you, just as He promised you, and you will lend to many nations, but you
shall not borrow. You will reign over many nations, but they will not reign over you. If there be among you a poor man,
one of your brothers within any of your gates in your land which the LORD your God has given you, you must not harden
your heart or shut your hand from your poor brother. But you shall open your hand wide to him and must surely lend
him what is sufficient for his need, in that which he lacks. Beware lest there be a wicked thought in your heart, saying,
“The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand,” and your eye be evil against your poor brother and you give him
nothing, and he cry out to the LORD against you, and it become sin in you. You must surely give to him, and your heart
shall not be grieved when you give to him, because in this thing the LORD your God will bless you in all your works, and in
all that you put your hand to do. For the poor will never cease from being in the land. Therefore, I command you, saying,
“You shall open your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and needy in your land.”
Freeing Servants: If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and serves you six years, then in
the seventh year you must let him go free from you. When you send him out free from you, you must not let him go
away empty-handed. You shall supply him liberally out of your flock, out of your floor, and out of your winepress. From
that with which the LORD your God has blessed you, you shall give to him. You shall remember that you were a slave in
the land of Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you. Therefore, I command this to you today. It shall be, if he says to
you, “I will not go away from you,” because he loves you and your house, because he is well off with you, then you must
take an awl and pierce it through his ear into the door, and he shall be your servant forever. And you shall also do
likewise to your female servant. It will not seem difficult for you when you send him away free from you, for he has been
worth a double hired servant in serving you six years. Then the LORD your God will bless you in all that you do.
The Firstborn Animals: You must sanctify all the firstborn males that come out of your herd and flock to the LORD your
God. You must do no work with the firstborn of your bulls or shear the firstborn of your sheep. You shall eat it before
the LORD your God year by year in the place where the LORD shall choose, you and your household. If there is any defect
in it, if it is lame or blind or has a serious defect, you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. You shall eat it within
your gates. The unclean and the clean person alike shall eat it, as if it were a gazelle or a deer. Only you must not eat its
blood. You shall pour it on the ground like water.
The Passover: Observe the month of Aviv and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for in the month of Aviv
the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night. Therefore, you must sacrifice the Passover to the LORD your God,
from the flock or the herd, in the place where the LORD shall choose to place His name. You must not eat leavened bread
with it. For seven days you must eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, for you came out of the land of Egypt in a
hurry, so that you may remember all the days of your life the day when you came out of the land of Egypt. There must
not be any leavened bread seen with you within all your borders for seven days, nor may any of the meat which you
sacrificed in the evening on the first day remain overnight until morning. You may not sacrifice the Passover within any
of your gates that the LORD your God has given you. But at the place where the LORD your God chooses to place His
name, there you shall sacrifice the Passover in the evening at sunset, at the time that you came out of Egypt. You shall
roast and eat it in the place where the LORD your God will choose, and you must return in the morning, and go to your
tents. For six days you must eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a solemn assembly to
the LORD your God. You must do no work on that day.
The Feast of Weeks: You must count seven weeks for yourself. Begin counting the seven weeks from the time you begin
to put the sickle to the standing grain. You must keep the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with a tribute of a
freewill offering from your hand, which you must give to the LORD your God, in proportion to how much the LORD your
God has blessed you. You shall rejoice before the LORD your God—you, your son, your daughter, your male servant, your
female servant, the Levite who is within your gates, the foreigner, the orphan, and the widow who are among you—in
the place where the LORD your God has chosen to place His name. You must remember that you were a slave in Egypt,
and you must be careful to observe these statutes.
The Feast of Tabernacles: You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles seven days after you have gathered in your
threshing floor and your winepress, and you shall rejoice in your feast, you, your son, your daughter, your male servant,

your female servant, the Levite, the foreigner, the orphan, and the widow who are within your gates. You are to
celebrate the festival for seven days to the LORD your God in the place where the LORD will choose, because
the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce, and in all the works of your hands. Therefore, you will indeed
rejoice. Three times a year all your males must appear before the LORD your God in the place where He will choose: at
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles, and they must not appear before
the LORD empty. Every man must give as he is able, in proportion to the blessing of the LORD your God, which He has
given you.
Judges: You must appoint judges and officers in all your gates, which the LORD your God gives you, throughout your
tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. You must not pervert judgment nor show partiality. You
must not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous. You must follow
that which is altogether just, so that you may live and inherit the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
Idolatry Forbidden: You must not plant for yourself an Asherah of any trees near the altar of the LORD your God, which
you make for yourself. You shall not set up for yourself any image, which the LORD your God hates. You must not
sacrifice to the LORD your God any bull or sheep that has a blemish or any defect, for that is detestable to the LORD your
God. If there be found among you, within any of your gates which the LORD your God gives you, man or woman, who has
acted wickedly in the sight of the LORD your God, by transgressing His covenant, and has gone and served other gods and
worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I have not commanded, and if it is told to
you, and you have heard of it, and investigated diligently, and it is true, and the matter is certain that such a detestable
thing has happened in Israel, then you must bring forth that man or that woman who has committed that wicked thing
to your gates, that very man or woman, and stone them with stones until they die. On the testimony of two or three
witnesses he that is to die must be put to death, but on the testimony of one witness he cannot be put to death. The
hands of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So you
shall purge the evil from among you.
Courts of Law: If there arises a matter too difficult for you in judgment, between one kind of bloodshed and another,
between one kind of lawsuit and another, and between one kind of assault and another, matters of controversy within
your gates, then you must arise and go up to the place where the LORD your God shall choose. You must go to the
Levitical priests or to the judge in office those days, and inquire, and they will show you the verdict of judgment. You
shall do according to the verdict which they declare to you from the place where the LORD will choose to show you, and
you must be careful to do all that they instruct you to do. You must do according to the terms of the law which they
instruct you and according to the verdict which they tell you. You must not deviate from the sentence which they show
you, to the right or to the left. The man who acts presumptuously and does not listen to the priest who stands to
minister before the LORD your God, or to the judge—that man must die, and you must purge the evil from Israel. Then all
the people will hear, and fear, and not act presumptuously again.
Appointing a King: When you have come into the land which the LORD your God gives you and possess it and dwell there
and then say, “I will set a king over me just like all the nations that are around me,” you must set a king over you whom
the LORD your God will choose. You must select a king over you who is from among your brothers. You may not select a
foreigner over you who is not your countryman. What is more, he shall not accumulate horses for himself or cause the
people to return to Egypt in order that he accumulate horses, for as the LORD has said to you, “You must not go back that
way ever again.” He shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he acquire for himself
excess silver and gold. It must be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write a copy of this law for
himself on a scroll before the priests, the Levites. It must be with him, and he must read it all the days of his life so that
he may learn to fear the LORD his God, and carefully observe all the words of this law and these statutes, and do
them, that his heart will not be lifted up above his brothers and so that he may not turn aside from the commandment,
to the right or to the left, to the end, so that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of
Israel.
Provision for Priests and Levites: The Levitical priests and all the tribe of Levi will not have any portion or inheritance
with Israel. They must eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire and His portion. They will have no inheritance among
their brothers. The LORD is their inheritance, just as He has said to them. This shall be the priest’s due from the people,

from them that offer a sacrifice, whether it be an ox or sheep: they shall give to the priest the shoulder, the two cheeks,
and the stomach. You must give him the first fruit of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the first of the fleece
of your sheep also. For the LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes to stand to minister in the name of
the LORD, him and his sons forever. If a Levite comes from any of your gates out of all Israel, where he lives, and comes
with all the desire of his mind to the place where the LORD shall choose, then he shall minister in the name of
the LORD his God, as all his brothers the Levites do, who stand there before the LORD. They must have the same portions
to eat, besides any profits he may receive from the sale of his father’s inheritance.
Cities of Refuge: When the LORD your God has cut off the nations, whose land the LORD your God is giving you, and you
dispossess them, and dwell in their cities, and in their houses, you shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the midst
of your land, which the LORD your God is giving you to possess. You shall prepare a roadway for yourself and divide the
territory of your land into three parts, which the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, so that every manslayer may flee
there. This is the word concerning the manslayer who will flee there, so that he may live: Whoever kills his neighbor
unintentionally, whom he did not hate previously, like when a man goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood,
and his hand raises the axe to cut down the tree, and the axe head slips from the handle and lands on his neighbor
causing him to die, then he may flee to one of those cities, and live. Otherwise the avenger of blood might, while he is
angry, pursue the manslayer and overtake him (because the way is long) and kill him, even though he was not worthy of
death (since he did not hate him previously). Therefore, I command you, saying, “You shall set apart three cities for
yourselves.” If the LORD your God enlarges your borders as He promised your fathers, and gives you all the land which He
promised to give to your fathers, and if you will carefully keep all these commandments, which I command you today, to
love the LORD your God, and to always walk in His ways, then you must add three cities more for yourself, besides these
three. Then innocent blood will not be shed in your land, which the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, and
blood guiltiness be on you. But if any man hates his neighbor, and lies in wait for him, and rises up against him, and
mortally strikes him, causing him to die, and flees to one of these cities, then the elders of his city must send and fetch
him from there, and deliver him to the hand of the avenger of blood, so that he may die. Your eye must not pity him, but
you must remove the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, so that it may go well with you. You shall not remove your
neighbor’s landmark, which they of old time have set in your inheritance, which you shall inherit in the land that
the LORD your God is giving you to possess.
Witnesses: A single witness must not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin that he sins. At the
testimony of two witnesses or at the testimony of three witnesses shall the matter be established. If a false witness rises
up against any man to testify against him to accuse him of doing wrong, then both the men between whom the
controversy is must stand before the LORD, before the priests and the judges, who are in office those days. The judges
will thoroughly investigate, and if the witness is a false witness and has testified falsely against his brother, then you
must do to him as he conspired to have done to his brother. In this way you must remove the evil from among
you. Those who remain will hear and fear and will never again commit any such evil among you. You must not show pity.
But life will be for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.
Rules of Warfare: When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses, and chariots, and a people that
outnumber you, do not be afraid of them, for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt. It will be, when you approach the battle, that the priest will approach and speak to the people, and he shall say to
them, “Hear, O Israel, you approach today to do battle against your enemies. Do not be fainthearted. Do not fear, and
do not tremble or be terrified because of them. For the LORD your God is He that goes with you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.” The officers will speak to the people, saying, “What man is there who has built a new house
and has not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it. What
man is there who has planted a vineyard, and has not yet eaten of it? Let him also go and return to his house, lest he die
in the battle, and another man eat of it. What man is there who is engaged to a woman but has not married her? Let him
go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.” The officers are to speak further to the
people, and they shall say, “What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest
his brother’s heart faint as well as his heart.” It will be, when the officers have made an end of speaking to the people,
that they must make captains of the armies to lead the people.

When you come near to a city to fight against it, then proclaim peace to it. It shall be, if it gives you a reply of peace and
opens to you, then it must be that all the people that are found within shall become slaves to you and they shall serve
you. If it will not make peace with you but makes war against you, then you are to besiege it. And when the LORD your
God has delivered it into your hands, you are to slay every male there with the edge of the sword. But the women, and
the little ones, and the livestock, and all that is in the city, all the spoil within, you are to take to yourself, and you will
eat the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you. Thus you are to do to all the cities which are far
away, which are not the cities of these nearby nations.
But of the cities of these people, which the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you must not leave alive
anything that breathes. But you shall completely destroy them: namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaanites,
and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that they do not
teach you to participate in all their abominations, which they have done to their gods, causing you to sin against
the LORD your God. When you lay siege to a city for a long time, in making war against it in order to take it, you shall not
destroy the trees there by chopping them down with an axe, for you may eat from them, and you shall not cut them
down. For the tree of the field is not a man in which to lay siege. However, you may destroy and cut down only the trees
which you know are not fruit trees, so that you may build siege engines against the city that makes war with you until it
falls.
Atonement for Unsolved Murders: If someone is found slain in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to
possess, lying in the field, and it is not known who has slain him, then your elders and your judges are to come forth, and
they must measure how far it is to the cities which are around him who was slain. And it must be, that the city which is
closest to the slain man, that is, the elders of that city shall take a heifer which has not been worked, that has never
pulled in yoke, and the elders of that city must bring down the heifer to a valley with flowing water, which is neither
plowed nor sown, and shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley. Then the priests, the sons of Levi, must come
near, for the LORD your God has chosen them to minister to Him, and to bless in the name of the LORD, and by their word
every controversy and every assault will be settled. And all the elders of that city, which is nearest to the slain man, shall
wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley. Then they must answer and say, “Our hands have
not shed this blood, and our eyes have not seen it. Be merciful, O LORD, to Your people Israel, whom You have
redeemed, and lay not innocent blood in the midst of Your people Israel.” And the blood guilt will be forgiven them. In
this way you are to remove the guilt of innocent blood from among you when you do that which is right in the eyes of
the LORD.
Marrying Female Captives: When you go forth to war against your enemies, and the LORD your God has delivered them
into your hands, and you have taken them captive, and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, and have a
desire for her to have her as your wife, then you are to bring her home to your house, and she is to shave her head and
trim her nails. She must also discard the clothing of her captivity and shall remain in your house and mourn her father
and her mother for a full month. After that you may have relations with her, and be her husband, and she will be your
wife. It will be, if you are not pleased with her, then you must let her go wherever she pleases, but you may not sell her
at all for money, nor are you to make merchandise of her, because you have humbled her.
The Right of the Firstborn: If a man has two wives, one beloved and another unloved, and both have borne him
children, both the loved one and the unloved one, and if the firstborn son is hers that is unloved, then it must be, when
he gives his sons the inheritance which he has, that he may not make the firstborn son of the loved come before the son
of the unloved, who was indeed the firstborn. On the contrary, he must acknowledge the son of the unloved for the
firstborn, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength. The right of the
firstborn is his.
Dealing with a Rebellious Son: If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son, who will not obey the voice of his father or
the voice of his mother, and who, when they have disciplined him, will not listen to them, then his father and his mother
are to lay hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city, to the gate of his city. They shall say to the elders of his
city, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not listen to us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” Then all the
men of his city must stone him with stones, until he dies. In this way you are to remove the evil from among you, and all
Israel shall hear and fear.

Various Laws:
• If a man has committed a sin worthy of death and is executed, and you hang him on a tree, then his body must
not remain all night on the tree, but you must bury him that day (for he that is hanged is accursed of God) so
that your land may not be defiled, which the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.
• You must not see your brother’s ox or his sheep go astray and hide yourself from them. You must certainly bring
them back to your brother. If your brother is not near you or if you do not know him, then you are to bring it to
your own house, and it will be with you until your brother seeks after it. Then you must return it to him. In the
same way, you must do so with his donkey, with his clothing, and with anything lost by your brother which he
has lost and you have found. You must not hide yourself from him.
• You are not to see your brother’s donkey or his ox fall down by the way and hide yourself from them. You
certainly must help him to lift them up.
• A woman must not wear man’s clothing, nor is a man to put on a woman’s clothing. For all that do so are
abominations to the LORD your God.
• If you happen to notice a bird’s nest along the way, in any tree or on the ground, whether they be young ones or
eggs, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, you are not to take the mother from the young. You
must certainly let the mother go, but you may take the young for yourself, so that it may be well with you, and
that you may prolong your days.
• When you build a new house, you must make a guard rail for your roof so that you bring no blood guilt on your
house, should anyone fall from there.
• You must not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seeds, or the fruit of your seed which you have sown and the
fruit of your vineyard will be defiled.
• You must not plow with an ox and a donkey together.
• You must not wear clothing made of a material of wool and linen together.
• You must make tassels on the four quarters of your clothing with which you cover yourself.
• You must not deliver back to his master a slave who has escaped from his master to you. He is to dwell with you,
even among you, in a place which he shall choose in one of your towns, where he prefers. You must not oppress
him.
• There must never be a cult prostitute among the daughters of Israel nor a cult prostitute among the sons of
Israel. You must never bring the wage of a prostitute or the wage of a dog into the house of the LORD your God
for any vow, for both of these are abominations to the LORD your God.
• You must not charge interest on a loan to your brother: interest on money, interest on food, or on anything that
may be lent with interest. You may charge interest to a foreigner, but to your brother you may not lend with
interest so that the LORD your God may bless you in all to which you set your hand in the land which you are
entering to possess.
• When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you must not be slow to pay it, for the LORD your God will surely
require it of you, and it would be a sin to you. But if you refrain from making a vow, it will not be a sin to
you. That which goes out of your lips you must keep and do, even a freewill offering, just as you have vowed to
the LORD your God, what you have promised with your mouth.
• When you go into your neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat grapes to your fill at your own pleasure, but you may
not put any in your basket. When you enter into the standing grain of your neighbor, you may pluck the ears
with your hand, but you may not use a sickle on your neighbor’s standing grain.
• No man shall take a lower or upper millstone as a pledge, for he would be taking a man’s life as a pledge.
• If a man is found kidnapping any of his brothers of the children of Israel, and makes property of him or sells him,
then that kidnapper must die, and you must remove the evil from among you.
• Be careful with an outbreak of leprosy, that you diligently observe and do according to all that the Levitical
priests instruct you. As I have commanded them, so you must carefully do. Remember what the LORD your God
did to Miriam on the way, after you came out of Egypt.
• When you do lend your brother anything, you may not go into his house to take his pledge. You must stand
outside, and the man to whom you lend must bring the pledge outside to you. If the man is poor, you may not
sleep with his pledge. In any case, you must return the pledge to him when the sun goes down, so that he may
sleep in his own cloak and bless you, and it will be righteousness to you before the LORD your God.
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You may not oppress a hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one of your
foreigners who are in your land within your towns. You must give him his wages on that very day before the sun
sets, for he is poor, and sets his heart on it, lest he cry against you to the LORD, and it be a sin to you.
Fathers may not be put to death for the sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers. Every man shall be
put to death for his own sin.
You must not pervert the justice of the foreigner or of the fatherless, nor take a widow’s cloak as a pledge. On
the contrary, you must remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you there.
Therefore, I command you to do this. Whenever you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf
in the field, you may not go back to get it. It will be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the widow, so
that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat your olive tree, you may not
go over the boughs again. It will be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the widow. When you gather the
grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it again. It will be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the
widow. You must remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt. Therefore I command you to do this
thing.
If there is a controversy between men, they are to go to court for judgment, so that the judges may judge them.
Then they shall justify the righteous and condemn the wicked. It must be, if the wicked man is worthy to be
beaten, then the judge must make him lie down and be beaten in his presence, with the number of strikes his
guilt deserves. He may give him forty stripes, but no more, lest, if he should exceed and beat him more with
numerous stripes, then your brother may appear contemptible to you.
You must not muzzle the ox when he treads out the grain.
When a man and his brother fight one another, and the wife of the one draws near in order to deliver her
husband out of the hand of him who fights him, and reaches out her hand and seizes him by the private
parts, then you must cut off her hand. You must not pity her.
You must not have in your bag different weights, a large and a small. You must not have in your house differing
measures, a large and a small. But you must have a perfect and just weight—a perfect and just measure you
must have, so that your days may be lengthened in the land which the LORD your God is giving you. For all who
do such things and all who act unjustly are an abomination to the LORD your God.
Remember what Amalek did to you by the road when you were coming out of Egypt, how he met you by the
way and attacked at your rear all that were stragglers behind you, when you were exhausted and weary. He did
not fear God. Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from all your surrounding
enemies, in the land which the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess, that you must blot out
the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You must not forget it.

Laws About Marriage and Divorce
• If any man takes a wife and has sexual relations with her and then rejects her, and accuses her of impropriety
and publicly defames her, saying, “I married this woman, but when I had sexual relations with her, I found her
not to be a virgin,” then the father and mother of the girl must produce evidence of the girl’s virginity to the
elders of the city at the gate. The girl’s father must say to the elders, “I gave my daughter to this man to wife,
and he has rejected her. What is more, he has accused her of impropriety, saying, ‘I did not find your daughter
to be a virgin.’ However, this is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity.” And they shall spread the cloth before
the elders of the city. The elders of that city must take that man and punish him, and they must fine him a
hundred shekels of silver and give them to the father of the girl, because he has publicly humiliated a virgin of
Israel. Then she is to remain his wife. He may not divorce her all his days. But if the accusation is true, and the
evidence of virginity does not exist for the girl, then they shall bring the girl out to the door of her father’s
house, and the men of her city shall stone her with stones until she dies, because she has brought disgrace into
Israel, to act like a whore in her father’s house. In this way you may purge the evil from among you.
• If a man is discovered lying with a married woman, then both of them must die, both the man that lay with the
woman, and the woman. In this way you may purge the evil from Israel.
• If a girl who is a virgin is engaged to a man, and another man finds her in the city and has sexual relations with
her, then you must bring them both out to the gate of that city and you must stone them with stones until they
die, the girl because she did not cry out even though in the city, and the man because he has violated his
neighbor’s wife. In this way you may purge the evil from among you. But if a man finds an engaged girl in the
field, and the man forces her and rapes her, then only the man that raped her shall die. However, you are to do
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nothing to the girl. There is no sin worthy of death in the girl, for just as when a man rises against his neighbor
and murders him, so is this matter. For he found her in the field, the engaged girl cried out, but there was no
one to save her.
If a man finds a girl who is a virgin who is not engaged and seizes her and lies with her and they are
discovered, then the man who lay with her must give fifty shekels of silver to the girl’s father, and she shall be
his wife because he has violated her. He may not divorce her all his days.
A man must not marry his father’s wife and in this way dishonor his father.
When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has
found some indecency in her, then let him write her a bill of divorce and put it in her hand and send her out of
his house. When she departs out of his house, she may go and be another man’s wife. If the second husband
rejects her and writes her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the second
husband who took her to be his wife dies, her first husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be his
wife, since she is defiled, for that is abomination before the LORD, and you must not bring sin on the land, which
the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.
When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war or be charged with any business; he is to be free at
home one year and must bring joy to his wife which he has taken.

Levirate Marriage: If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies without having had a child, the wife of the deceased
may not marry outside the family to a stranger. Her husband’s brother must go to her and take her to himself as a wife
and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. It shall be, that the firstborn whom she bears shall continue in the
name of his brother who is deceased, so that his name will not be blotted out of Israel. If the man does not want to take
his brother’s wife, then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate to the elders and say, “My husband’s brother refuses to
raise up his brother’s name in Israel. He will not perform the duty of my husband’s brother.” Then the elders of his city
shall call him, and speak to him, and if he persists and says, “I do not want to take her,” then his brother’s wife must
come to him in the presence of the elders and remove his sandal from his foot, and spit in his face, and answer and say,
“So shall it be done to that man who will not build up his brother’s house.” His name will be called in Israel, “The house
of him who has his sandal removed.
Exclusion from the Assembly:
• No one who is emasculated or has his male organ cut off may enter the assembly of the LORD.
• No one of illegitimate birth may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to his tenth generation no one related to
him may enter the assembly of the LORD.
• No Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to their tenth generation they may not
enter the assembly of the LORD forever, because they refused you bread and water on the way, when you came
from out of Egypt and because they hired Balaam, the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, against you to
curse you. Nevertheless, the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam. Instead the LORD your God turned the
curse into a blessing on you because the LORD your God loves you. You are not ever to seek their peace nor their
prosperity all your days.
• You are not to abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because you were a
foreigner in his land. The children who are born of them may enter the assembly of the LORD in their third
generation.
Uncleanness in the Camp: When the army goes out against your enemies, then keep yourself from every wicked thing. If
there be among you any man who is not clean because of a nocturnal emission, then he must leave the camp. He may
not re-enter the camp. And it must be that when evening comes, he must wash himself with water, and at sunset he
may re-enter the camp. You must also have a place outside the camp where one may go outside. You must have a spade
among your equipment, and it must be, when you relieve yourself outside, you must dig there and turn and cover up
your excrement. For the LORD your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you, and to defeat your enemies
before you. Therefore, your camp must be holy, so that He does not see any indecent thing among you, and turn away
from you.

First Fruits and Tithes: And it must be, when you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you for an
inheritance, and you possess it, and dwell in it, that you shall take from the first of all the produce of the ground which
you shall bring from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and put it in a basket and go to the place where
the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide. You shall go to the priest in office at that time and say to him, “I
profess this day to the LORD your God that I have come into the land which the LORD promised to our fathers to give
us.” The priest will take the basket out of your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. Then you
must answer and say before the LORD your God, “A wandering Aramean was my father, and he went down into Egypt,
and sojourned there with only a few in number, but there he became a great, mighty, and populous nation. However,
the Egyptians mistreated and afflicted us, and laid upon us harsh labor. And when we cried to the LORD God of our
fathers, the LORD heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, our labor, and our oppression. And the LORD brought us
forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with great terror, and with signs and
wonders. Then He brought us into this place, and has given us this land, a land that flows with milk and honey. Now,
indeed, I have brought the first fruits of the land, which you, O LORD, have given me.” Then you must set it before
the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. You must rejoice in every good thing which the LORD your God
has given to you and your house, you, and the Levite, as well as the foreigner who is among you. When you have
finished tithing all the tithes of your income the third year, which is the year of tithing, and have given it to the Levite,
the foreigner, the orphan, and the widow, that they may eat within your towns and be satisfied, then you shall say
before the LORD your God, “I have removed the sacred things out of my house and also have given them to the Levite,
and to the foreigner, to the orphan, and to the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have
commanded me. I have not transgressed Your commandments or forgotten them. I have not eaten anything when in
mourning, nor have I removed anything while unclean, nor offered anything to the dead. I have listened to the voice of
the LORD my God and have done according to all that You have commanded me. Look down from Your holy habitation,
from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land which You have given us, as You swore to our fathers, a land
flowing with milk and honey.”
An Exhortation to Obey: Today the LORD your God has commanded you to do these statutes and judgments. You must
therefore keep and do them with all your heart and with all your soul. You have affirmed today that the LORD is your God
and vowed to walk in His ways, and to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, and to listen to His
voice. And the LORD has affirmed today that you are His special people, just as He has promised you, and that you should
keep all His commandments. He will exalt you above all nations which He has made, in praise, and in name, and in
honor; and that you may be a holy people to the LORD your God, just as He has spoken.
The laws and instructions have been given. The people must now commit to them, accepting the blessings that God
will provide if they obey all these things- and recognizing that their disobedience will result in curses laid upon them…
Then Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying: Keep all the commandments which I am
commanding you today. On the day when you cross over the Jordan into the land which the LORD your God is giving you,
you must set up for yourself great stones, and cover them with plaster. Then you must write all the words of this law on
them, when you cross over, so that you may enter into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, a land flowing
with milk and honey, just as the LORD God of your fathers promised you. Therefore, when you cross over the Jordan, you
shall set up these stones, which I am commanding you today, on Mount Ebal, and you shall cover them with
plaster. There you must build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones. You must not use any iron tool on
them. You must build the altar of the LORD your God with whole stones, and you must offer burnt offerings on it to
the LORD your God. You must offer peace offerings and eat there, and rejoice before the LORD your God. You must write
all the words of this law very clearly on the stones.
Moses and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel, saying: Be silent and listen, O Israel. Today you have become the
people of the LORD your God. Therefore, you must obey the voice of the LORD your God and do His commandments and
His statutes, which I am commanding you today.
Moses commanded the people the same day, saying:
These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people when you cross over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
Joseph, and Benjamin.

And these must stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.
The Levites will answer and say to all the men of Israel with a loud voice:
• “Cursed is the man who makes any graven or molded image, an abomination to the LORD, the work of the hands
of the craftsman, and puts it in a secret place.” And all the people shall answer and say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who disrespects his father or his mother.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who removes his neighbor’s landmark.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who misleads the blind man on the road.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who perverts justice for the foreigner, orphan, and widow.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who lies with his father’s wife, for he dishonors his father.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who lies with any kind of beast.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother.” And all the
people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who lies with his mother-in-law.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who strikes down his neighbor secretly.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who receives pay to slay an innocent person.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
• “Cursed is he who does not confirm all the words of this law by doing them.” And all the people shall say,
“Amen.”
Now it will be, if you will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which
I am commanding you today, then the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these
blessings will come on you and overtake you if you listen to the voice of the LORD your God.
• You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the field.
• Your offspring will be blessed, and the produce of your ground, and the offspring of your livestock, the increase
of your herd and the flocks of your sheep.
• Your basket and your kneading bowl will be blessed.
• You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.
• The LORD will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they will come out against
you one way and flee before you seven ways.
• The LORD will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you set your hand to do, and He will
bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
• The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as He swore to you, if you will keep the
commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways. All people of the earth shall see that you are called
by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of you. The LORD will make you overflow in prosperity, in the
offspring of your body, in the offspring of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land which
the LORD swore to your fathers to give you.
• The LORD will open up to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season and to
bless all the work of your hand. You will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow. The LORD will make you
the head and not the tail; you will only be above and you will not be beneath, if you listen to the
commandments of the LORD your God, which I am commanding you today, to observe and to do them. Also, you
shall not turn aside from any of the words which I am commanding you today, to the right hand or to the left, to
go after other gods to serve them.
But it will happen, if you will not listen to the voice of the LORD your God, by being careful to do all His commandments
and His statutes which I am commanding you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you.
• You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the field.
• Your basket and your kneading bowl will be cursed.
• Your offspring will be cursed along with the fruit of your land, the produce of your herd, and the flocks of your
sheep.
• You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.
• The LORD will send cursing, vexation, and rebuke on you in all that you set your hand to do, until you are
destroyed and until you perish quickly because of the wickedness of your doings, by which you have forsaken
Me. The LORD will make pestilence cling to you until it has consumed you from the land, which you are going to
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possess. The LORD will strike you with a wasting disease, with a fever, with an inflammation, with an extreme
heat, with the sword, with blight, and with mildew, and they shall pursue you until you perish. The heavens
which are over your head will be bronze, and the earth that is under you will be iron. The LORD will make the rain
of your land powder and dust. It will come from heaven down on you until you are destroyed.
The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies, and you will go out one way against them and flee
seven ways before them, and will be become an object of terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. Your carcass
will be meat for all the fowls of the air and beasts of the earth, and no man will frighten them
away. The LORD will strike you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, eczema, and with the itch, from which
you cannot be healed. The LORD will strike you with madness, and blindness, and bewilderment of heart. You will
grope at noon, as the blind man gropes in darkness, and you will not prosper in your ways. You will only be
oppressed and continually robbed, and no man will save you.
You will be engaged to a woman and another man shall rape her. You will build a house, but you will not dwell in
it. You will plant a vineyard, but you will not gather its grapes. Your ox will be killed before your eyes, and you
will not eat of it. Your donkey will be violently taken away from before you and will not be returned to you. Your
sheep will be given to your enemies, and you will have no one to rescue them. Your sons and your daughters will
be given to another people. Your eyes will look and fail with longing for them all day long, but there will be
nothing you can do. A nation that you do not know will consume the produce of your land and all your labors,
and you will be nothing but oppressed and crushed all the time. You will go insane because of what your eyes
will see. The LORD will strike you in the knees and legs with sore boils that cannot be healed, from the sole of
your foot to the top of your head.
The LORD will bring you and your king, which you will set over you, to a nation which neither you nor your
fathers have known, and there you will serve other gods, wood and stone. You will become a horror, a proverb,
and an object of ridicule among all nations where the LORD shall lead you.
You will carry a lot of seed out into the field but will gather but little in, for the locust will consume it. You will
plant vineyards and dress them but will neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for worms will eat
them. You will have olive trees throughout all your coasts, but you will not anoint yourself with the oil, for your
olive will drop off. You will give birth to sons and daughters, but you will not enjoy them, for they will go into
captivity. The locust will consume all of your trees and fruit of your land.
The foreigner who resides with you will get up higher and higher, and you will go down lower and lower. He will
lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail.
Moreover, all of these curses will come on you and will pursue you and overtake you, until you are destroyed,
because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, by keeping His commandments and His statutes which
He commanded you. They will be a perpetual sign and wonder in regard to you and your descendants, because
you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all
things. Therefore, you will serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger, thirst,
nakedness, and need of all things, and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has destroyed you.
The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a
nation whose language you will not understand, a nation with a fierce countenance, which will not respect the
old or show favor to the young. They will eat the offspring of your livestock and the produce of your land, until
you are destroyed. They will leave you no grain, wine, or oil, or the offspring of your herd or the offspring of
your sheep, until they have destroyed you. He will lay siege on you in all your towns until your high and fortified
walls in which you trusted come down throughout all your land, and he will lay siege on you in all your towns
throughout all your land which the LORD your God has given you. You will eat the offspring of your own body,
the flesh of your sons and of your daughters, which the LORD your God has given you, during the siege and
distress in which your enemies will persecute you. The man who is tender among you, and very delicate, his eye
shall be hostile toward his brother and toward his beloved wife and toward the rest of his children who
remain, so that he will not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children which he will eat, because he has
nothing left to him because of the siege and the distress by which your enemies will persecute you in all your
towns. The tender and delicate woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the
ground because of her delicateness and tenderness, will be hostile toward her beloved husband, and toward her
son and her daughter, and toward her afterbirth that comes out from between her legs, and toward her children
whom she will bear. For she will secretly eat them because of lack during the siege and distress in which your
enemy will persecute you in your towns.
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If you are not careful to observe all the words of this law that are written in this book so that you may fear this
glorious and fearful name, the LORD your God, then the LORD will bring extraordinary plagues on you and your
descendants, even great long-lasting plagues, and severe and long-lasting sicknesses. Moreover, He will bring all
the diseases of Egypt upon you, which you were afraid of, and they will cling to you. Also every sickness and
every plague which is not written in the Book of the Law will the LORD bring upon you until you are
destroyed. You will be left few in number, whereas you were as numerous as the stars of heaven, because you
would not obey the voice of the LORD your God. It will be that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good and
to multiply you, so the LORD will take pleasure over you to destroy you and to bring you to nothing. You will be
plucked from off the land which you go to possess.
The LORD will scatter you among all the peoples, from the one end of the earth to the other, and there you will
serve other gods, wood and stone, which neither you nor your fathers have known. Among these nations you
will find no ease, nor will the sole of your foot have rest. But there the LORD will give you a trembling heart,
failing of eyes, and despair of soul. Your life shall hang in doubt before you. You will be in dread day and night
and will have no assurance of your life. In the morning you will say, “Would to God it were evening!” And at
evening you will say, “Would to God it were morning!” because of the fear of your heart and because of the
sights your eyes will see. The LORD will bring you into Egypt again with ships, by the way by which I spoke to you,
“You will not see it ever again.” And there you will be sold to your enemies as male and female slaves, but no
one will buy you.

Renewal of the Covenant: These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the
children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He made with them in Horeb. Moses proclaimed to
all Israel, and said to them: “You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and all
his servants and to all his land— the great temptations which your eyes have seen, those signs and great wonders. Yet to
this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, eyes to see, and ears to hear. I have led you forty years in the
wilderness. Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandal has not worn out on your foot. You have not eaten
bread, nor have you drunk wine or strong drink, so that you might know that I am the LORD your God. When you came to
this place, Sihon, the king of Heshbon, and Og, the king of Bashan, came out against us to battle, and we defeated
them. We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and to half of the tribe of
Manasseh.
Therefore, keep the words of this covenant and do them, so that you may prosper in all you do. Today all of you stand
before the LORD your God, the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel, your little
ones, your wives, and your foreigners who are in your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws
your water— so that you should enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, and into His oath, which the LORD your
God is making with you today. Today He will establish that you are His people and that He is your God, just as He has
said to you and He has sworn to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. It is not with you alone that I am
making this covenant and this oath, but with him who stands here with us today before the LORD our God, and with him
who is not here with us today (for you know that we lived in the land of Egypt and how we came through the nations
which you passed by, and you have seen their abominations and their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, which
were among them); lest there be among you a man or woman or family or tribe whose heart turns away today from
the LORD our God to go and serve the gods of these nations, and lest there be among you a root bearing poisonous and
bitter fruit; and it happens that, when he hears the words of this covenant, he blesses himself in his heart, saying, “I shall
have peace, even though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart,” thus destroying the watered ground with the
dry. The LORD will not spare him; rather the anger of the LORD and His jealousy will smolder against that man. All the
curses that are written in this book will rest on him, and the LORD will blot out his name from under
heaven. The LORD will single him out for disaster out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant
that are written in this Book of the Law.
The generation to come, your children who will rise up after you and the foreigner who will come from a far land, when
they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the LORD has laid on it, will say, “The whole land is brimstone
and salt, a burning waste, unsown and unproductive, and no grass grows there, like the overthrow of Sodom and
Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboyim, which the LORD overthrew in His anger and wrath.” All nations will say, “Why has
the LORD done such to this land? What does the heatedness of this great anger mean?” Then men will say, “Because they
have forsaken the covenant of the LORD God of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought them out of

the land of Egypt. For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods which they did not know and which
He had not given to them. The anger of the LORD burned against this land, bringing on it all the curses that are written in
this book. The LORD rooted them out of their land in anger and in wrath and in great indignation, and threw them into
another land, as it is today.” The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to
us and to our children forever, so that we may keep all the words of this law.

And so with the completion of the law and the instructions for entering and living in the Promised land, Moses- as we
read in the previous packet- is given the opportunity to see into the Promised Land from a mountain rise outside its
borders and then he dies and is buried. And the story and account of Moses ends.

Psalm 90 is attributed as being “A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.”
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or You had formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting You are God.
You return man to the dust and say, “Return, you children of men.”
For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past,
or as a night watch in the night-time.
You carry them away as with a flood; they are as a dream, like renewed grass in the morning:
In the morning it flourishes and grows up; in the evening it fades and withers.
For we are consumed by Your anger, and by Your wrath we are terrified.
You have set our iniquities before You, even our secret sins in the light of Your presence.
For all our days pass away in your wrath; we end our years with a groan.
The years of our life are seventy, and if by reason of strength eighty;
yet their length is toil and sorrow, for they soon end, and we fly away.
Who knows the power of Your anger? Or Your wrath according to Your fear?
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
Return, O LORD, how long? Have mercy on Your servants.
Satisfy us in the early morning with Your mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Make us glad according to the days that You have afflicted us, and the years that we have seen evil.
Let Your work be displayed to Your servants and Your glory to their children.
Let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands among us;
yes, establish the work of our hands.

