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Going forward we will be emailing the Bethel Light where possible to reduce  

postage costs.  This document will also be posted on our website.  We will  

only mail to those individuals who do not have access to a computer. 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

 
 
My Dear Friends, 
 
The Gospel of Matthew records this parable that Jesus told about a farmer who went out to sow his seeds.  
“As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky 
places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun  
came up, the plants were scorched and they withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among 
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”  
 
When his disciples asked him to explain this parable, he told them that the seed that was scattered was the 
good news of the Kingdom of God and the different kind of soil represents the different ways that people 
receive that good news.  “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart.  This is the seed sown along the 
path.  The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with 
joy.  But since they have no root, they last only a short time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of 
the word, they quickly fall away.  The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, 
but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.  But the seed 
falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it.  This is the one who produces 
a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
 
In just a short time, our fall programming will start up.  These past 18 months have been so filled with 
anxiety and change and bad news - I know I am ready for the good news of the Kingdom to be scattered into 
my heart and I know you are, too!  This year the theme of our fall start-up is “Scattering the Seeds of Faith”.  
There are so many ways in our life together that the seeds of faith - the good news of the Kingdom of God - 
can be scattered across our hearts this year … through worship, Small Groups and Sunday Schools, Youth 
Group and Fellowship times, mission projects and ministries of caring and compassion and more.  Consider 
the story of the farmer, the seed and the soil.  The good news is ready to take root in our hearts, to bear fruit, 
to bring hope, to produce a crop abundantly in you.  Is the soil of your heart ready to receive it?  
 
It will be a fantastic fall!  After this year apart, it will be so wonderful to be able to gather for fellowship and 
learning in old familiar ways and in exciting new ways.  I can’t wait to see you all and to see the wonderful 
things God has in store for us! 
 

You are loved, 
Pastor Cathie 
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Our Mission: 

 

To serve the Lord by ministering to the needs of the church, the faithful 

and the community. 

 

During the spring and summer months, the Deacons continue to keep in 

touch with our homebound and extended care members.  Visitations are 

slowly returning based on Covid vaccine distribution/compliance and 

mitigation efforts in the community and region. 

 

The Deacons will resume monthly in-person meetings on August 29
th

 at  

10:30 A.M. in the church Auditorium.  We look forward to discussing  

and planning our continued spiritual growth and fellowship within 

Bethel Presbyterian Church and the community we serve. 

 

If you are aware of a church member or friend of the church in need of 

comfort or help, please contact the Deacons through the church office. 

 

 Joyce Pratt and Pam Adomaitis, 

 Co-Moderators 
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OUR MONEY IS WORKING FOR GOD’S MISSION! 

 
Upon recent failure of our aged security camera, it was decided by Session to upgrade the Security 
System.  This system will enable us to offer an excellent layer of protection to our children in the 
Preschool and Child Care Programs, Meals on Wheels and daytime employees.  Upon completion of 
competitive bidding, a $7,236 purchase order was issued to Customs Connections for the 
installation of three turret cameras, complete with door and master stations, a 16-channel NVR 
recording assembly and battery backup.  In the very near future, a new, more secure main entry 
door, costing $5,750, will be installed to complete the system.  The sources of funding for this 
project are cell tower rental space, Building Fund and General Memorial Fund.  
 
Believe it or not … our boiler has served our church quite well for about one-half of a century!  It is 
now showing signs of leakage and serious corrosion.   A new boiler was ordered in June, at a cost of 
$28,269, and is now in the process of replacement.  It will be ready to go for this heating season.   
The source of funding for the boiler will be from the unused 2020 Endowment, as a direct result of 
securing the PPP Loan to help cover 2020 expenses.    
 

PPP LOAN FORGIVEN! 
 

“Dear BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  This letter confirms that PNC has received the loan 
forgiveness payment equal to $139,619.10 on the PPP Loan 1531 from the SBA.  This amount has 
been applied to your loan balance, bringing the outstanding balance of your PPP Loan to zero 
dollars ($0.00).  The loan is now paid in full and your PPP Loan Account will be closed.  Enclosed is a 
copy of your Note, with the below addendum marking it as “Paid in Full”.   ADDENDUM TO 
PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM TERM NOTE:  The attached Paycheck Protection Program 
Term Note is hereby marked “PAID IN FULL”. 
 
Thank you for being a valued PNC customer, 
PNC Bank, N.A“ 
 

THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF OUR CHURCH! 
 

July YTD Budgeted Pledges $110,831 
July YTD Received Pledges  $123,515 
 
Difference $12,684 
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2021 PER CAPITA GIVING:  Do you know that each year Bethel Presbyterian Church supports the 
missions and services of the larger Presbyterian Church through our Per Capita offering?  The 
Pittsburgh Presbytery, the Synod of the Trinity and the National Presbyterian Church U.S.A. are 
funded by these gifts from each member congregation.  The Presbytery keeps an eye on the bigger 
picture serving needs such as poverty, disaster assistance, abuse and neglect, but the key source of 
funding is the Per Capita giving from each and every member of the Presbyterian Church.  Bethel 
Presbyterian Church was the recipient in 2018 from disaster assistance for all the flooding in Bethel 
and we were able to help our neighbors financially. 
 
Bethel Presbyterian Church’s Per Capita assessment for 2021 is $34.79 (the same amount as 2020) 
for each confirmed member of the congregation, totaling more than $8,500.  You can do your part 
and pay the $34.79 all at once or throughout the year.  If you don’t pay, BPC still has to pay the 
larger Presbyterian Church for each confirmed member, so we ask that you prayerfully consider 
and submit your families expected contribution for each confirmed member and place it in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church office. 
 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a very giving congregation and our offerings directly support dozens 
of local and global missions, as well as the needs of those in our own church family. 
  
 

DONATIONS:  There are three ways to make your donations: 
 

1. Write a check and mail it to the church office, to the attention of Nancy Carr (2999 Bethel 
Church Road, Bethel Park, PA  15102). 
 

2. Log onto your bank website.  Select “bill pay” and set the church up as a business you would 
like to pay.  It takes a few moments.  You should be able to select the date to send the check 
and, if you like, you could set up your donation as a recurring payment.  The nice thing about 
paying through the bank is that there are no fees charged.  If you send $20, the church 
receives the full $20.  (There is usually a field to write a comment stating where the funds 
should be applied.) 
 

3. Place your offering in the collection plate found in the back of the Narthex as normal 
collection during services has been suspended during COVID. 
 
 
 

 
Helping to serve His mission at Bethel Church, 
Finance Committee 
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The Mission Committee is extremely grateful for the support and generosity shown by so many 
during our summer Food Drive for SHIM.  Our Mission was accomplished!  Thanks to our always 
supportive congregation, our Oakhurst neighbors and to our church staff who continue to give and 
do so much more than ever required or expected.  A special thanks goes to Russ Young who used his 
time and his truck to personally deliver three loads of food to SHIM!  
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In September we will again be providing a meal for 100 in support of The Table, an outreach of the 
Hot Metal Faith Community who feeds, twice weekly, the poor and homeless.  Opportunities will be 
available to participate. 
 
October will hopefully mean the return of Trunk or Treat.  We will be coordinating the outreach 
this year and will again be looking for folks to volunteer their cars and time for a “Spooky and Fun 
Event”.  Trunk or Treat provides an opportunity to share our love with the community. 
 
The Committee welcomes Barbara Clark and we look forward to sharing her faith, ideas and 
enthusiasm! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Do you know someone who could use a hug?  Do you know someone who 
needs to know that people care and are praying for them?  Do you know someone who needs to feel 
the arms of Jesus encircling them?  If you do, please consider giving that person a prayer shawl.  
There is a stack of shawls in the Mission cupboard that were made with praying hands and are just 
waiting to be given to that hurting, grieving or healing person who needs those prayers wrapped 
around them.  Please contact Beth Mundsinger or Ann Lindsay if you are praying for someone and 
would like to give them a shawl.  Please let us know who is receiving the shawl so we can join you in 
praying for that person. 
   
Call, text or email:  Beth Mundsinger, 412/983-5968, or bmundsinger@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot! 
 
 
The Mission Committee:  Marina Bowser, Carole Carroll, Debbie Hartman, Barbara Jay, Beth 
Mundsinger, Joyce Pratt and Ann Lindsay (Elder Chair)  

  

mailto:bmundsinger@gmail.com
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It is hard to imagine that August is already upon us and that another summer is nearly behind us.  In 

just a few short weeks (some even as early as next week), bus drivers will be starting their engines, 

school lunches will be packed, new “first day of school” pictures will be taken and we will begin 

another school year filled with education and learning. 

 

As always, the start of the new school year also starts the beginning of another Choir Season at 

Bethel Presbyterian Church.  September 9th will start my 12th season as the Director of Music and 

Worship at the church and I am beyond excited to begin another season filled with wonderful music 

and praising the Lord. 

 

For those of you who are returning or may be interested in joining any one of our music ensembles, 

our season will commence the week after Labor Day.  Bell Choir and Chancel Choir will be starting 

on Thursday, September 9th, at their respective times (6:30 p.m. and 7:45 p.m.).  Both of these 

ensembles are looking for new members to join and we encourage participation in the Music 

Program at BPC.  If you are interested in joining, please see me or one of the members of the 

ensembles for more information. 

 

I hope everyone has a safe, happy and enjoyable conclusion to their summer as we enter into 

another school year.  I hope to see everyone in my Choir Room in a couple of weeks for Choir 

rehearsal! 

 

Blessings, 

 
Jason Wilcox, 
Director of Music and Worship 
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Vacation Bible School is here and gone.  Think back when you were small, do you remember the 
excitement of Vacation Bible School?  Perhaps it is in the name or the fact that if VBS was 
happening, that meant regular school was out for the summer.  What makes it such a success year 
after year, church after church, theme after theme?  It was as popular in the 70’s as it is now!  So, 
what is the draw?  It is true that numbers have dwindled in most of the major religious 
denominations over the past few decades – so how does VBS continue to be successful when all the 
churches strive to keep people in the pews? 
 
I am sure there are many theories as to why people think it is so successful, but I would imagine it is 
just this simple - learning about our Creator in a relaxed atmosphere among your peers, where 
everyone is accepted.  And … let us not forget about the Holy Spirit, just swirling around listening to 
the countless prayers of all those people everywhere who work for VBS.  “Lord, please give me 
patience, let me see you in this place, help me show them the love of Jesus.”  “Lord, guide me with 
the knowledge of just exactly what YOU want them to learn today.  Touch them Lord; show them 
YOU care for them.  Help me to continue the stories …”  I am pretty sure there are many more 
prayers I have not even thought of, but you get the picture.  Prayer is so very important during a 
week of VBS and for the growth of the church.  
 
Imagine if the world could live like it is VBS every day!  We would all just be moving around praying 
for everyone we see, just to see Jesus and to feel his presence in their lives.  Have you ever tried 
that?  Just pray for some random person in line at the grocery store.  Or in traffic on your way to 
work or better yet on your way home?  I challenge you to try it, just pray for the first person you 
see.  God will put the person who needs prayer before you if you ask him.  Not to mention, you will 
feel better after your spirit is lightened by praying and, guaranteed, their spirit will be lifted without 
even knowing why.  And somehow in this great big universe you did your job, just as Jesus has said, 
take care of his flock, feed my sheep.  
 
I am truly thankful for each of you however you participated in our VBS this year … through prayer 
or work, as we all rest from a very busy week. 
 
With Joy! 
Barb Clark   
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Children’s Footprints … 
 
Author and speaker Christine Caine said this about prayer, “Are you faith-full or faith-less, hope-full 
or hope-less.  Are you a bold pray-er knowing that the same spirit that raised Jesus Christ from the 
dead is inside of you or are you not as confident in your prayer time?” 
 
In my first months at Bethel Church, I have felt led to a focus on prayer.  How I got here was so 
interesting!  The path was rocky with so many uncertainties, but the Spirit kept putting on my heart 
– “Barb, this is where you are going.”  To my delight, I have found many prayer warriors among the 
people of BPC.  In conversation they say, “I am not sure what is happening, but I feel there is like a 
quiver going through this church.”  I feel it, too!  I will say that in all my years of Christian Education, 
I have never had so many children sign up for programs like we found this summer for Jesus, Legos 
and ME and for VBS.  The really cool thing is that, for the most part, the children were different in 
both programs, coming from different communities from the north, west and south of Bethel Park.  
That, my friends, is the Holy Spirit alive and present, right here, right now.  And I know the Holy 
Spirit is twirling around this building actively moving in ways we have not seen in a long time, here 
or in other churches.  Can you feel it? 
    
In the Bible when Jesus said, “I leave you with the Holy Spirit who will guide you and be with you,” 
that was a pivotal moment.  Yes, he would not physically be there, but think how wonderful this is!   
The Holy Spirit is alive and well and waiting on you to ask, we don’t have to go seek it or follow it - 
the Spirit is here, inside each of us!  Be bold in your prayers.  Ask that the Holy Spirit be present and 
guide us every day to what the will of God is. 
   
In 1 Kings 9:3, the Lord said to him (Solomon), “I have heard your prayer and your request.  I have 
set apart this Temple you have built so that my name will be honored there forever.  I will always 
watch over it and care for it.”  (NLT) 
 
As we move into the fall and the programing starts, be open to what the Holy Spirit puts on your 
heart.  Pray for the church, pray for the community, pray even for the building.  Find a program 
where you can grow in your faith walk, be a participant, a helper or a pray-er for the church.  God is 
moving in this place and it is an exciting time here at Bethel Presbyterian Church! 
 
Peace on your walk, 
Barb 
 
P.S.:  Here is a link to a song that I sing every day.  We are a part of HIS story … a simple prayer we 
learned at Monday Night Study from Max Lucado follows:  Father, you are good, I need help, so do 
they, thank you, in Jesus’ name we pray!    
 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jeremy+camp+out+my+hands&&view=detail&mid=F7EC233ECE9B01079
951F7EC233ECE9B01079951&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out
%2520my%2520hands%26qs%3DAS%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D1%26pq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%
2520my%2520hands%26sc%3D8-24%26cvid%3D0A2072568FC249CB90B7D496D62FE454  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jeremy+camp+out+my+hands&&view=detail&mid=F7EC233ECE9B01079951F7EC233ECE9B01079951&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26qs%3DAS%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D1%26pq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26sc%3D8-24%26cvid%3D0A2072568FC249CB90B7D496D62FE454
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jeremy+camp+out+my+hands&&view=detail&mid=F7EC233ECE9B01079951F7EC233ECE9B01079951&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26qs%3DAS%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D1%26pq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26sc%3D8-24%26cvid%3D0A2072568FC249CB90B7D496D62FE454
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jeremy+camp+out+my+hands&&view=detail&mid=F7EC233ECE9B01079951F7EC233ECE9B01079951&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26qs%3DAS%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D1%26pq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26sc%3D8-24%26cvid%3D0A2072568FC249CB90B7D496D62FE454
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jeremy+camp+out+my+hands&&view=detail&mid=F7EC233ECE9B01079951F7EC233ECE9B01079951&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26qs%3DAS%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D1%26pq%3Djeremy%2520camp%2520out%2520my%2520hands%26sc%3D8-24%26cvid%3D0A2072568FC249CB90B7D496D62FE454
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A NOTE FROM KASEY WILFONG 

 

Members of BPC,  

 

I wanted to take time to thank you all for the love and support you have given the Youth Group and 

me (over the past three years as staff and much, much longer as a person).  This has been such a 

special experience for me to be staff in this church as my parents were married here, I was baptized 

and confirmed here and share many, many memories with my family, especially my Grandma, in 

this church.  It has been such a joy to be able to lead our next generations in weekly Youth Groups, 

mission trips, retreats and so many more opportunities!  I am leaving this position without a doubt 

that we have a very special group coming up in our future with strong faith, leadership and 

compassion that is inspiring to all!  

 

As I take a step back from the Youth position and move forward in my healthcare career, I can’t wait 

to see all the amazing things that I know God has planned for this congregation!  You have all played 

such a special role in my faith journey and I can’t wait to see what’s next.  

 

I am so thankful for each and every one of you!  

 

Lots of love,  

Kasey Wilfong 
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SCATTERING THE SEEDS OF FAITH 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADULTS 
 
Wednesday Morning Study:  Mark for Everyone by:  N.T. Wright 
 
N.T. Wright says this:  This particular volume introduces you to the shortest and sharpest of the stories 
about Jesus.  Many people think Mark’s gospel was the first to be written and certainly it has all the zip 
and punch of a quick, hasty story that’s meant to grab you by the collar and make you face the truth 
about Jesus, about God and about yourself.  So here it is:  Mark for everyone! 
  
Starts September 8th, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
 
Books and study guides are available.  Please sign up outside Barb’s office so she can order the 
books.  If you forget to sign up, please come anyway as we can always order you a book.  I look 
forward to meeting with you all. 
 
Monday Morning Prayer Group: 
 
Join us as we pray for the church, the community, the groups that meet here and whatever else is in 
your heart! 
 
Starts September 13th, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  (Work during the day, but would like to participate?  
Contact Barb at barbclarkce.bethelpc@gmail.com).  
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Jesus taught us to pray.  Look at Matthew’s Gospel: 
 

Matthew 7:7-8 -  Ask and it will be given you; search and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened for you.  For everyone who asks, receives and everyone who searches, finds and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened.   
 
 Matthew 11:28-30 - Jesus tells us to come, Are you weary?  Come.  Carrying heavy burdens?  
Come, I will give you rest. 
 
Matthew 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 

 
Monday Evening Bible Study:  See Page 14 for details - The Me I Want to Be - John Ortberg.  This 
study is for all people who want to learn in a light-hearted environment … no homework or reading 
required!  Starting October 4th. 
 
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
 
Rally Day is September 12th.  Join us as we “SPREAD THE SEEDS OF FAITH!”  We will gather at  
9:15 a.m. in Galbraith Hall for a time of fellowship and treats.  The teachers will be introduced, the 
children will go to their perspective classrooms, while the adults will continue their time of 
fellowship.  See you there!  
 
BPC Youth Group (7th – 12th Grade):   
 
Our first gathering will be Rally Day, September 12th, 12:00 p.m. (directly after worship).  Lunch will 
be provided.  We will be discussing the calendar … what you would like to do, mission trip, retreats 
and outings!  Please come with some thoughts on what you would like to see the Youth Group do 
this coming year.  We will be mission-minded, with fun activities along the way.  Anyone 7th - 12th  
grades are welcome!  If you have any questions, please stop in Barb’s office and say hello, email her 
at barbclarkce.bethelpc@gmail.com or call 412/605-7984.  Friends are welcome!  
 
BPC Preteen Group (3rd - 6th Grade):   
 

 Sunday, September 19th:  The Escape Room.  Join us as we work together to solve the quest!  
2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.    

 Friday, November 5th:  Lock-In at the Church, 7:30 p.m. 
 Friday, December 10th:   White Elephant Christmas Party, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

  

mailto:barbclarkce.bethelpc@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATES 

 
Kids Nite Out 
 
Youth Group Fundraiser, Friday, December 3rd:  Parents, drop off your kiddos, ages PreK-5th Grade, 
for a fun night out while you go out to enjoy the evening!  Movie, story time, craft and snack 
provided, cost is $10. 
  
Sunday November 28th is the first night of Advent. 
 
Join us for a churchwide gathering every Sunday in Advent from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (times subject 
to change).  We will prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Savior.  The evenings will be filled with fun, food, fellowship, children and adult study and a mission 
project.  Everyone can join in.   
 
3rd - 6th Grade 
   

 Sunday, September 19th, 2:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Join us for Escape Room Fun!  
 Lock-In, Friday, November 5th - Join us for a fun-filled evening and a sleepover!  
 Friday, December 10th - White Elephant Christmas Party!  

 
Youth Group 
 

 Friendsgiving Sunday, November 14th, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  
 White Elephant Christmas Party, Friday, December 17th @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
Mission Trip Fundraisers 
 

 Sherwood Farms Evergreen Mission Trip Fundraiser  
The highest quality evergreens are coming your way … wreaths, swags and a few choice 
items to decorate for the Holiday Season!  Final date of the sale is November 4th.  Look for 
more information coming soon (Pick up at the church.  Pick-up will be the week after 
Thanksgiving.)  Thank you for your support! 

 
 Gift Cards are BACK!! 

Mission Trip Fundraiser:  Watch for upcoming details soon!  Thank you for your  
support!  

 
 

Hayride at Simmons Farm:  Sunday, October 17th, 12:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  Pack a picnic lunch and join us for this fun-filled day.  
Activities center, bonfire, hayride and a pumpkin included!  Sign 
up outside Barb Clark’s office.   
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CEMETERY WALK 
 

The volunteers at Oliver Miller Homestead 
recognize the bond between the Homestead 
and the church.  As part of the learning 
necessary for becoming an OMH docent, we 
have designed a program to “meet the 
neighbors” of Oliver Miller and his family.   
 
As we learn about the early days of 
settlement in this area, we see the close 
bond of the Scots-Irish Presbyterians who 
made up this congregation.   
 
Docents dressed in the clothing of 1790 tell 
of the lives of familiar names like Fife, 
Couch, Tidball, Clark, Croco, Miller, Kiddoo 
and Hulze.   
 
We hope you’ll join us on our next walk! 
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ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY / MEMORIAL SERVICE:  
 
On Sunday, November 7th, we will once again incorporate the remembrance of  
our fellow family and friends that have passed away over the last year with our 
Anniversary Sunday Service. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

IN MEMORY OF BARBARA FIFE SCHWARTZ 
 
Age 87, passed away on May 21, 2021, at Christ Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
Barb was born February 16, 1934, in Canonsburg, PA, to John Francis Fife II and 
Ruth Brown Fife. 
 
Barb deeply loved her family.  She married Albert Frederick Schwartz, Jr. on 
August 30, 1957, at Bethel Presbyterian Church, which was founded by her 
ancestor the Rev. John McMillan, in Bethel Park, PA, in 1776. 
 
In addition to her parents, Barb was preceded in death by her siblings:  John 
Francis Fife III; Norman Richard Fife and wife Audrey; Patricia Fife Snyder; 
Kenneth Jay Fife and wife Carol.  Barb is also survived by her sister Beverly Fife 
Lacich (Mel); sister-in-law Anne Fife; and numerous nephews and nieces. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chancel Flower Vases 
 

The Chancel Flower Calendar for 2021 has two openings: 

September 5th and November 28th.  If you would like to 

sponsor either one of these Sundays, please contact 

Carol MacDonald, cmacdnld@verizon.net or 

Kathy Young at the church office at 412/835-0405.  

mailto:cmacdnld@verizon.net
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SEND SOME LOVE:  The following Bethel Church family members would love to receive 
notes and emails from us!   

 
 

Artis Senior Living (Jean Smith #306) Maria is the Activities Director.  Send emails to her … she will 
see that the right people get them.  Her email is mdeangelis@artismgmt.com; 1001 Higbee Drive, Bethel 
Park, PA  15102. 
 
Bethel Park Retirement Residence (Twila Fanning #108, Charleene Paupa #335, Rodney 
Payseure #232, Betty Ramsey #236) 2960 Bethel Church Road, Bethel Park, PA  15102.  
 
Concordia of the South Hills (Helen Spence) 1300 Bower Hill Road, B169, Pittsburgh, PA 15243. 
 
Country Meadows (Louise MacLachlan) 3560 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA  15017. 
 
Heritage Manor (Marylou Booth)  The Activities Director will see that the residents receive emails 
(activities@heritagemanorsl.com); 4220 Sawmill Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA  15227. 
 
Masonic Village at Sewickley (Bette Wetzel) 2316 Masonic Drive, Sewickley, PA  15143. 
 

 

Strabane Hills Village (Ginny Flynn) 317 Wellness Way, Apt. 102, Washington, PA  15301.  
 
Sunrise Senior Living (Carole Carroll) 500 Village Drive, Apt. #221, Upper St. Clair, PA  15241,  
412/835-4187. 
 
The Residence at Bethel Park (Bert Drummond #201, Beverly and Mel Lacich #230) 5851 Keystone 
Drive, Bethel Park, PA  15102. 
 
The Sheridan at Bethel Park (Art Brandenburg #214, Phyllis Criss #357) Holly is the Activities Director.  
Send emails to hbowen@seniorlifestyle.com; 2000 Cool Springs Drive, Pittsburgh, PA  15234. 
 
 
Please note Art Brandenburg’s new address:  The Sheridan at Bethel Park, Room #214, 2000 Cool Springs 
Drive, Pittsburgh, PA  15234. 
 
 

 

  

mailto:mdeangelis@artismgmt.com
mailto:activities@heritagemanorsl.com
mailto:hbowen@seniorlifestyle.com
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OUR PURPOSE:  Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered  
by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer 
and study.  To support the mission of the church worldwide.  To work for 
justice and peace and to build an inclusive, caring community of women  
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the  
promise of God’s Kingdom. 

 
 
This summer has certainly been an improvement over last summer.  It has been wonderful to be out 
and about, although we still need to be cautious. 
 
Our big celebration was our Patriotic Tea, which was postponed last year.  It was a wonderful time 
of fun and fellowship … long overdue!  It was great to see so many friends, have a great luncheon 
and listen to the talented Kenton Klink play piano!  Next year we are planning a Harvest Tea! 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their contributions of school supplies to SHIM which were 
collected during VBS.  We know your donations were much appreciated! 
 
Circle 1, Naomi Circle … TBD.  We will update everyone as soon as the plans for our meetings are 
finalized. 
 
Circle 2, Mary and Martha Circle, will meet on Monday, September 13th, at the church for a pizza and 
salad dinner followed by a study from the book, “The Women of the Bible Speak”.  The group will 
also discuss meetings going forward for the year.  The Circle meets on the 2nd Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the McMillan Room. 
 
On September 19th we would normally have been celebrating Ladies 80’s.  But, as with last year, we 
find that we will not be able to celebrate in our usual way.  As you are aware, we have not gone back 
to Fellowship Hour.  This would also prohibit our luncheon celebration.  We hope that next year we 
can return to normal! 
 
October 17th will be Thank Offering Sunday.  Normally, we would be serving lunch to express our 
appreciation for your donations to this tradition of giving that began in 1888.  We will wait to see if 
the luncheon is possible; however, there will be a presentation and collection. 
 
Of course, the biggest event we are preparing for is HOLIDAY-A-FAIR on NOVEMBER 13TH!  We are 
planning to hold the event … with some modifications.  We will distance vendors as much as 
possible.  Our luncheon will also look a little different this year.  It will be a “boxed” lunch with 
limited seating.  We will have the Quilt Show this year!  As always, we will need help to be able to 
pull all this off! 
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There will be sign-up sheets to volunteer to contribute items needed for the luncheon.  They will be 
in paper form, as well as an online form.  They will look a lot different; please read them carefully! 
 
The other thing we need help with is the auction baskets.  We will need volunteers to create baskets 
with themes of their own choosing for visitors to bid on the day of the bazaar.  Please let us know 
what theme you have selected.  We would sincerely appreciate your participation.  If you’re not 
comfortable doing a basket, we welcome donations of gift cards as well. 
 
We’ll be keeping you up to date in further email communications or in the Bulletin. 
 
 

Pam Decker, 
Moderator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PW CALENDAR 

 
 
 PW Board Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the Month 
  7:30 p.m. 
  McMillan Room 
  September 14th, October 12th, November 9th  
 
 Naomi Circle TBD 
 
 Mary and Martha Circle 2nd Monday of the Month 
  6:30 p.m. 
  September 13th, October 11th, November 8th  
  McMillan Room 
 
 

PWPP FALL GATHERING:  Union Presbyterian Church, Saturday, November 6th.
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Summer sure went fast.  As we adjust to our ever-changing world, we are thrilled that this fall our 

Child Care Center will be a very busy and fun place.  There is such anticipation with many of our 

children returning after the excitement of summer vacations! 

   

As fall gets underway, our children will begin Preschool and prepare for the change in weather. 

We will be learning all about fall and the many holidays that we celebrate.  As Thanksgiving 

approaches, we will be teaching our children to be thankful for the many, many blessings they have 

been given. 

 

Child Care will be closed September 6th, November 25th and 26th , as well as December 24th through 

December 31st  for the holidays. 

 

Every year our Child Care Center hires high school seniors from Bethel Park High School who are 

enrolled in their Vocational Child Care Program.  The students take child development classes at the 

high school and then put their practices to work here at our center.  We are blessed to have three 

ladies joining us from Bethel Park High School this year. 

 

In closing, we hope you enjoy the final days of summer and share in our excitement as we jump into 

fall. 
 
 Nichole Yeskey, 
 Child Care Director 
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It is hard to believe that summer will soon be coming to an end, but we are thrilled to ring in a new 
school year here at Bethel Presbyterian Preschool!  We will kick off the school year with our 
orientation appointments the week of August 30th.   This is an opportunity for our students and 
their families to meet with the teachers and check out their classrooms.  The first day of Preschool 
will be on September 7th. 
 
Thank you to all who referred us to your friends and relatives.  To date, most of our Preschool 
Classes are full.  We currently have 140 students enrolled for the upcoming school year.  We do 
have a few openings in our 3-day, 4-year Class that meets on Mon./Wed./Fri. mornings from  
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.  If you have neighbors, relatives or friends looking for a Preschool, please 
recommend Bethel Presbyterian Preschool.  It’s not too late to register for the 2021-2022 school 
year!  
 
After almost 10 years of working at Bethel Presbyterian Preschool and Child Care, I will be 
resigning as Preschool Director in a few weeks.  I recently completed a certification in special 
education and accepted a special education teaching position with the Allegheny Intermediate 
Unit's DART Program.  I feel very blessed to have had the opportunity to work at Bethel 
Presbyterian Preschool and Child Care.  Especially since my own two children had the opportunity 
to grow up and create a solid educational foundation through our Preschool and Child Care 
Programs.  My children were 4 and 1 years old when we started here and now they are looking to 
begin their 8th and 6th grade school years!  The Preschool/Child Care Board, the church, its 
members, its staff and the Preschool and Child Care teachers, students and families will always hold 
a very special place in my heart!    
 
With that said, a new director, Angela Burns, has been hired and will officially start on August 17th.  
I know our new director and teachers look forward to having our classrooms buzzing with learning, 
growing and playing in a few short weeks!  Our entire Preschool family is blessed to have the 
wonderful support of Pastor Cathie, the church staff and congregation as they begin a new school 
year.  I would like to wish all our teachers and students the best of luck for another successful 
Preschool year!  I will miss you all! 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Andrea Dawson, 
Preschool Director 
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Birthday wishes to the following active members 
and their families celebrating birthdays! 

 
 
 
 

 1 Giovanni LaTorre 2 Nicholas Pantano 

 8 Ryan Schoenberger 9 Elinor Wagner  

 9 Dolores Weaver 9 Sally Sinatra 

 9 Mark Quinlan 9 Matthew Kiesling 

 10  Marina Bowser 11 John Decker 

 12 Cheryl Williams 15 Alexa Blum 

 16 Denise Kossan 16 Stephanie Cobb 

 16 Elliott Carr 17 Marilyn DeHuff 

 18 Virginia Flynn 20 John Weaver 

 21 Elizabeth Carr 21 Kasey Wilfong 

 22 Deborah Williams 23  Cassidy Decker 

 23 Jesse Long 24 Betty Ramsey 

 24 James Barr 25 Patricia Kaczmarek 

 26 Jessica Reed 27 Gregory Opsal 

 29 Brian Blum 30 Louise MacLachlan 
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Birthday wishes to the following active members 
and their families celebrating birthdays! 

 
 
 
 

 3 Gail Anderson 3 Kyle Anderson 

 4 Kristi Wade 5 Angel Jackson  

 5 Hazel Knapp 10 A.J. Palumbo 

 12 Jonathan Barr 13 Suzanne Gamble 

 13 Lora Grasky 13 Kai Decker 

 14 Carl Parise 14 Kristen Blum 

 15 Carey McGowan 16 Nancy Galbraith 

 18 Ted Keenan 18 Rachel Virgin 

 19 Alexis Kiesling 20 Sueann DeFurio  

 21 Jeff Anderson 21 Landon Blum 

 22 Cindy Webler 23 Clifford Decker 

 23 Heather Schultz 25 Max Stotesbery 

 25 Riley Hunter 26 Deborah Hartman 

 28 Charleene Paupa 30 Austin Virgin 

 31 Patricia Brown 31 Deborah Schoenberger 
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Birthday wishes to the following active members 
and their families celebrating birthdays! 

 
 
 
 

 1 Monica Day 3 Daniel Beckstrom 

 4 Erica Stefancin 4 Angie Selle 

 5 Pamela Decker 7 Morris Lindsay 

 9 Dorothy Frazier 10 Matthew Doring 

 12 Elliott Smith 13 Carol Nester 

 15 Kristen Kiesling 15 Andrew Heidenreich 

 16 David Cashman 16 Kurt Anderson 

 19 Kaitlyn Hunter 23 Daniel Smith 

 24 Marissa Virgin 26 Rebecca Smith 

 27 Greg Smith  
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OUR BLANKET OF PRAYER: Rob Backstrom, Hank Barr, Ansley Basso 
(Virgin), Gary Bittner, Marilou Booth, Marina Bowser, Art Brandenburg, 
Carole Carroll, Michele Cobb, Phyllis Criss, Marilyn DeHuff, Pete Edwards, 
Ginny Flynn, Steve Kloc, Dick Kraft, Jack Miller, Emily Parise, Pam Rawlings, 
George Ritchie, Sally Sinatra, Jean Smith, Lynne Smith (Pastor Jim’s wife), 
Ruth Stotesbery, Sheila and Rich Vandevander, Edith Wallace 

 
 
 
 

THE MILITARY AND THEIR FAMILIES 
 

 
Joshua Croner, Army Reserves, Serving in the Middle East 
 
Robert Dalzell, Department of Defense, Korea 
 
Michael Davis, Marine Corps 
 
Capt. Christopher Demetraides, Marines, Iraq 
 
Pett. Off. 3rd Class Gary M. Dernus, Iraq 
 
Comm. Christopher Rose, U. S. Navy, Tennessee 
 (Son-in-law of Roy & Mary Burford)  
 
Captain Blane T. Shearon, Navy  
 (Son-in-law of Phyllis Criss) 
 
Private Larry Shoop, Demolition, Afghanistan 
 
Capt. Mike Sieber, Army, Special Services (on third tour in Iraq) 
 
SFC David Williams, Army Recruiter 
 (Son of Gregory Williams, stepson of Deborah {Werner} Williams) 
 has been promoted to Station Commander of the Burlington 
 Recruiting Office in Burlington, VT.) 
 
 
 

Call Kathy Young with updates and additional names of friends, family or community 
members who are in the military. 
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OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to the Barr family on the loss of Mildred Czajka (Paula’s mother) and 

Pauline Poirier (Paula’s aunt), to the Dingel/Hoff family on the loss of Jeanne Dingel, to the Fife/ 

Schwartz family on the loss of Barbara Fife Schwartz (Beverly Fife Lacich’s sister), the Stotesbery 

family on the loss of Tom Stotesbery (Ruth’s husband) and the York family on the loss of Russell 

York.  May these families find comfort in knowing that our thoughts and prayers are with them 

during this difficult time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2999 Bethel Church Rd., Bethel Park, PA  15102 

412/835-0405 Church Office     412/835-1037 Fax 
Website:  www.bethelpresby.org 

Email:  bethelpres@verizon.net 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Cathie Smith, 412/965-4253 or pastorcathie.bethelpc@gmail.com 

Parish Associate:  Rev. Dr. James Smith, Sr., 412/551-4765 or 

dr.jamesksmithsr@yahoo.com 

Christian Education:  Barb Clark, 412/835-0405 

Director of Music and Worship:  Jason Wilcox, 412/651-4638 

Organist:  Cody Soska, 412/877-9139 

Administrative Assistant:  Kathy Young, 412/835-0405 

Administrative Assistant:  Nancy Carr, 412/835-0405 

Custodian:  Bob Murphy (Day), 412/835-0405 

Maintenance/Custodian:  Russ Young (Night), 412-835-0405 

 

 

mailto:bethelpres@verizon.net
mailto:dr.jamesksmithsr@yahoo.com
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SESSION 

 
Rev. Dr. Cathie Smith, Moderator  

Barbara Jay, Clerk of Session 
Robin Macherey, Assistant Clerk 

 
 

 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
 

 Bob Daschbach Don DeFurio Conrad Adomaitis 
 Stacey Lucidore Ann Lindsay Dan Beckstrom 
 Judy Ritchie Jack Miller Cliff Decker 
 Mike Smith Carl Parise Barbara Jay 
   Robin Macherey 
  

DEACONS 
 

 Class of 2021 Class of 2022  Class of 2023 
 

 Kathy Crump Pam Adomaitis Marilyn Beckstrom 
 Marina Bowser Lana Kling Cindy Fair 
 Joanne Ericson Debbie May Diane Miller 
 Wendy Roithner Joyce Pratt Lora Spence 
 Judy Shoemaker Cheryl Pantano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
A Rainbow Over Our Playground


