Effective August 25, 2015, Pennsylvania State Law now requires that EVERY volunteer who has direct contact with students have the necessary clearances prior to volunteering in our school.

The clearances are:

* Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance (Act 151) 
https://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home

* Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Check (Act 34) 
https://epatch.state.pa.us/Home.jsp

* FBI Federal Criminal History Record (Act 114)
www.pa.cogentid.com
1. The fingerprint background check is a multiple-step process.

2. The applicant must register prior to going to the fingerprint site:

· Registration is completed online 24 hours/day, seven days/week at www.pa.cogentid.com.  You can also register by phone at 1-888-439-2486 Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 6 PM.  Please select "PA Department of Education" when registering.

· The fee is $27 and can be made online at the above web address using a credit or debit card. Money orders or cashiers checks, payable to "3M Cogent" will be accepted at the fingerprinting site for those applicants who do not have the means to pay electronically. No cash or personal checks will be accepted.
3. Once you register, you have 90 days from the registration date to go to one of the fingerprint locations to get your fingerprints.  
(If you have resided in Pennsylvania for ALL of the past 10 years and have never been convicted of a Disqualifying Offense, you can request a waiver of the FBI Fingerprint Clearance.)

The two Pennsylvania Clearances are $10 each, but they will be FREE if applied for after July 25, 2015.  The FBI Clearance is $27.  All three clearances take approximately two to three weeks for processing.


